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With sleigh bells attached to his rucksack, Mike Lord waits for a helicopter at Camp Liberty in Baghdad on Tuesday. Lord, a civilian contractor at the base, said he’d grown out 
his hair and beard for the season and planned to visit as many U.S. bases as he could in his up-armored sleigh. 


Afghan war brings back | 


bad memories for Russia 


By Tom LASSETER 
McClatchy Newspapers 


MOSCOW — Thirty years ago 
this week, the Red Army began 
its invasion of Afghanistan, a 
move that sank the Soviet Union 
in a decade of guerrilla war and 
hastened the collapse of the Cold 
War empire. 

Today, as former Soviet soldiers 
watch American troops trying to 
pacify the same stretches of Af- 
ghan land they once fought for, 


aging Soviet generals and grunts 
alike are reminded of a war they 
would rather forget. 

While Russians are willing, 
and often eager, to predict utter 
defeat for U.S. efforts based on 
their own failure in Afghanistan, 
they’re much less comfortable 
talking about the pain of re- 
portedly having lost more than 
14,000 lives in a war that ended 
in retreat. 


SEE RUSSIA ON PAGE 4 
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4 senators leading call 
to revoke pregnancy ban 


By TERI WEAVER, MICHAEL 
GISICK AND LEO SHANE III 
Stars and Stripes 


Four U.S. senators have asked 
Army Secretary John McHugh 
to rescind a policy that makes 
pregnancy a punishable offense 
for some soldiers serving in Iraq, 
saying it “defies comprehension.” 

The request from Democrats 
Barbara Boxer, Barbara Mikul- 
ski, Jeanne Shaheen and Kirsten 
Gillibrand came Tuesday after 


the general who issued the policy 
began backing away from it, ex- 
plaining that he never intended to 
court-martial or jail women who 
become pregnant. 

The senators joined a chorus 
of critics who contend that, even 
if the punishment ends up being 
mild, the order simply goes too 
far and infringes on the basic 
rights of individuals in the name 
of military readiness. 


SEE POLICY ON PAGE 6 
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Vets find creature comfort 






Mapatine Urick, Pets2Vets/AP 


Former Army Staff Set. Will “Ace” Acevedo holds Xena, 

a Jack Russell terrier mix he got from Pets2Vets. “She’s 
done wonders for me,” Acevedo said. “Instead of you 
focusing on yourself and your battle wounds, you focus on 
the dog.” The program helps pair veterans with homeless 
pets by arranging adoptions of shelter animals. 


Correction 


A Dec. 21 story about the Army testing new camou- 
flage uniforms should have said that Program Execu- 
tive Office Soldier is conducting the tests. 
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Stop-loss pay 
halted for review 





By JEFF SCHOGOL 
Stars and Stripes 


ARLINGTON, Va. — The Army and 
Air Force have temporarily stopped 
payments to soldiers and airmen who 
were held under stop-loss between 
September 2001 and September 2008 
because a provision in the recent- 
ly passed Defense Appropriations 
Bill makes fewer servicemembers 
eligible. 

The bill makes clear that troops who 
re-enlisted or extended their contract 
and collected a bonus while being held 
under stop-loss do not qualify for the 
compensation. 

The temporary halt will last until 
the Army gets a list of soldiers who 
received a re-enlistment or retention 
bonus while being stop-lossed, said 
Army spokeswoman Jill Mueller. 

“The services didn’t decide this,” 
Mueller said on Wednesday. “This was 
decided by the legislature, and we are 
executing their will.” 

Mueller declined to estimate how 
long this might take, noting the holi- 
days are approaching. 

In the meantime, the Defense Fi- 
nance and Accounting Service has 
returned to the Army 1,700 claims for 
retroactive stop-loss pay that were in 
processing to be paid out, she said. 

“We were thrilled that we put in 
1,700 claims in the last week, but this 
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provision is a game-changer, albeit 
temporary,” she said. 

The Air Force is now working with 
DFAS to see how the new rule affects 
people who have applied for retroac- 
tive stop-loss pay, said Daniel Elkins, 
a spokesman for the Air Force Person- 
nel Center. 

Elkins could not say how long the 
temporary suspension will last, but he 
said the Air Force and DFAS would 
work to resolve the matter as quickly 
as possible. 

About 120,000 soldiers and 39,000 
airmen are eligible for $500 for every 
month they were held beyond their ini- 
tial end of service. 

When asked if the Army and Air 
Force would try to recoup any pay- 
ments to soldiers and airmen who no 
longer qualify, both Mueller and Elkins 
deferred to the Defense Department. 

The Defense Department is review- 
ing the legislation, said department 
spokeswoman Eileen Lainez on Tues- 
day. She added, “More to follow soon.” 

“We know there will be many ser- 
vicemembers and veterans who will be 
disappointed because they no longer 
qualify for this special pay, but they 
need to know that this was a decision 
made by Congress,” Mueller said. 
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Russia: 30 years on, 


Afghans still invade ° 


a nation’s thoughts 


RUSSIA, FROM PAGE 1 


Comparing wars is a process 
riddled with inconsistency — the 
Soviet occupation of Afghani- 
stan was far different from the 
American presence today — but 
on the eve of the anniversary of 
the Soviet war, the somber and at 
times anguished way that veter- 
ans in Russia spoke of their time 
in Afghanistan was a disturb- 
ing reminder of the hurdles that 
American forces now face. 

The retired soldiers talk about 
Afghanistan in terms that echo 
the American experience in Viet- 
nam: of winning battles but losing 
the campaign, watching the local 
population throw its support be- 
hind an insurgency and, finally, 
coming home to a country that no 
longer understood or supported 
their war. 

As the Obama administration 
sends in 30,000 to 35,000 more 
troops by next summer — rais- 
ing the total of U.S. and coalition 
forces in Afghanistan to at least 
140,000 — men such as Alexan- 
der Tsalko say they can’t fathom 
why anyone would want to fight 
in that land of sharp mountain 
ridges and hot desert sands. 

“Nothing was achieved while 
I was there. ... There wasn’t any- 
thing good there; they fired at us, 
we fired at them,” said Tsalko, 
who commanded a helicopter unit 
in Kandahar from 1982 to 1983. 

Tsalko was later the deputy 
head of a Soviet state defense 
committee and then a member of 
a Russian government commis- 
sion for veterans affairs. He has 
spent the last several years work- 
ing for an organization that helps 
disabled veterans. 

What are his thoughts in late 
December, the period when the 
Soviets thrust into Afghanistan 
with a troop buildup on Dec. 24 
and Dec. 25 and then the over- 
throw of the government on Dec. 
27? 

“Bitterness and regret that we 
were drawn into this war,” Tsalko 
replied. 

In short, he said, “those who 


fought there do not want to talk 
about it when they’re not drunk.” 

Unlike Russia’s springtime 
celebration of its World War II 
victory over Nazi Germany, a 
national holiday that includes a 
triumphant, sparkling military 
parade in Red Square, the anni- 
versary of the Soviet war in Af- 
ghanistan is hardly mentioned in 
the cold, dark days of December. 

“Tt’s especially difficult to re- 
member those episodes that so 
many would like to leave behind,” 
said Vladimir Kostyuchenko, a 
helicopter pilot for three tours 
in Afghanistan who’s now active 
with an Afghanistan veterans 
group in Russia. “These generals 
at the top, they had no sense of re- 
ality. They gave us murderous or- 
ders. I still bear a cross because I 
fulfilled those orders.” 

Kostyuchenko, a slightly pudgy 
man with a friendly face whose 
helicopter was shot down in 1988, 
continued the thought: “Later we 
saw the results, and they were 
terrible.” 

Igor Rodionov, who from 1985 
to 1986 commanded the Soviet 
40th Army, its main military 
force, said it wasn’t just the troops 
who were conflicted. 

“On one hand, I was indignant 
when I understood what this deci- 
sion to invade Afghanistan would 
result in. I could say that to my 
friends, but I could not say it out 
loud because I was a general,” 
said Rodionov, who retired as a 
four-star general and later was 
a Russian defense minister and 
then a parliament deputy. “Our 
sacrifices were not needed.” 

Rodionov, who’s now 73, looked 
down at atable in front of him and 
arranged a pen, plate of crack- 
ers and a napkin to demonstrate 
the flanks of a troop position. 
He gazed at them for a moment 
with a bemused expression, as 
if to recognize the absurdity of 
talking about the violence of war 
while pointing at a napkin. 

Pushing the items forward, Ro- 
dionov said commanders often 
sent their men to hunt for the 





Tom LasseterR/MCT 


Vladimir Kostyuchenko, who served as a helicopter pilot during 
three tours for the Soviet military in Afghanistan, stands at a 
memorial exhibit for Afghanistan veterans in Moscow. 
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U.S.-backed guerrillas fighting in the Afghan mountains. _ 
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there; they fired at us, we fired at them. ed 


Alexander Tsalko 


who commanded a Soviet helicopter unit in Kandahar, Afghanistan, from 1982 to 1983 


enemy in villages on either side of 
mountain gorges near vital trans- 
port routes. 

“We could fight for two weeks 
in this gorge, killing the Afghans,” 
he said in a gravelly voice. “In re- 
turn they kill our guys. We have 
used all our water, ammunition 
and food, and then we must go 
back to our rear position.” 

Rodionov pulled the _ pen, 
crackers and napkin back to 
their starting places: “Then the 
mujahedeen” — meaning holy 
warriors, the term used by Af- 
ghan fighters — “would return 
to the gorge, and the whole thing 
continues.” 

The Soviet experience, of 
course, isn’t proof that the same 
fate will befall the United States, 
which is now more than eight 
years into its Afghan war. 

While the Soviet invasion in 
1979 was widely seen across the 
world as an act of wanton aggres- 
sion, a broad coalition of countries 
supported the U.S. decision in the 
aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks to topple the Taliban gov- 
ernment in Kabul and hunt down 
al-Qaida. 

The Soviets were badly hobbled 
by Western and Arab financial and 
arms support for the Afghan fight- 


ers, especially U.S. Stinger anti- 
aircraft missiles, which American 
pilots haven’t had to face. 

The current collection of in- 
surgents and terrorists — though 
they include some of the same 
men the U.S. backed against the 
Soviets — aren’t thought to re- 
ceive anywhere close to that level 
of foreign help. 

Still, the men who took part in 
the Soviet fight for Afghanistan 
say that no matter how smart the 
Obama administration’s plans 
are for turning the tide, they 
stand little chance in a country 
that’s known as the graveyard of 
empires. 

“Afghans will fight foreign 
troops as long as foreign troops 
are there,’ said Lev Serebrov, 
whose time there was bookended 
by the Soviet invasion and retreat. 
He arrived in 1979 and stayed 
through 1981 as a _ lieutenant 
colonel and deputy division com- 
mander, and returned from 1987 
to 1989 as a major general and 
deputy to the Soviet operations 
commander for the Afghan war. 

“No one should go _ there 
armed,” said Serebrov, who’s now 
a deputy in Russia’s lower house 
of parliament. 

Kostyuchenko, the helicopter 


pilot, hosts a neighborhood re- 
membrance of the war on Dec. 27, 
the date that Soviet forces mur- 
dered Afghan President Hafizul- 
lah Amin in order to replace him 
with a more loyal pawn. Killing 
Amin was the point of no turning 
back, Kostyuchenko explained. 

On Sunday night, a group of old 
women, some of them wearing 
black scarves, will shuffle into 
a drab apartment on Mikhailov 
Street and light candles for their 
dead sons. 

The candles, from a nearby 
church, are thin so that they’ll fit 
into the spent bullet cartridges 
that Kostyuchenko lines up in a 
row at a small exhibit about the 
war that he tends. 

Tsalko, the veterans’ issues 
advocate, didn’t say whether 
he’d be attending any memorial 
services. 

After speaking of the bad 
dreams and drinking that come 
after a war ends, Tsalko thanked 
a reporter for his time and head- 
ed toward the door. 

Putting on his scarf, long win- 
ter coat and thick brown fur hat, 
he had one last thought: “It’s very 
hard to fight in Afghanistan. Your 
leadership will have to find a way 
out.” 


“Afghans will fight foreign troops as long as foreign troops are there. ‘ 


Lev Serebrov 


who served as a major general and deputy to the Soviet operations commander for the Afghan war 
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Pakistani Taliban commander Waliur Rehman, left, speaks on Monday in South Waziristan, Pakistan. 
Rehman said the Pakistani Taliban remain committed to battling the Pakistani army. 





Pakistani Taliban official: 






Fighters sent to Afghanistan 


By IsHT1ag Mausup 
The Associated Press 


SHAKTOI, Pakistan — A top 
Pakistani Taliban commander 
says he sent thousands of fight- 
ers to neighboring Afghanistan 
to rebuff incoming U.S. troops, a 
claim that comes as a Pakistani 
army offensive is believed to have 
pushed many of his men to flee 
their main redoubt. 

Waliur Rehman said in an ex- 
clusive interview Monday that 
the Pakistani Taliban remain 
committed to battling the army 
in South Waziristan tribal region, 
but they are essentially waging a 
guerrilla war. 

Rehman is a deputy to Paki- 
stani Taliban chief Hakimullah 
Mehsud, and the man in charge 
of the group’s operations in South 
Waziristan. 

“Since (President Barack) 
Obama is also sending additional 
forces to Afghanistan, we sent 
thousands of our men there to 
fight NATO and American forc- 
es,’ Rehman said. The Afghan 


“Taliban needed our help at this 
stage, and we are helping them.” 

Col. Wayne Shanks, a U.S. mili- 
tary spokesman in Afghanistan, 
called Rehman’s comments “rhet- 
oric” that were not to be believed. 

“We have not noticed any sig- 
nificant movement of insurgents 
in the border area,” he said. 

Ishtiaq Ahmad, a professor of 
international relations at Quaid- 
i-Azam University in Islamabad, 
speculated the comments were 
just an attempt to worsen the al- 
ready-tense relationship between 
the U.S. and Pakistan. 

“When the United States ex- 
pects Pakistan to synchronize its 
own counterterrorism policy with 
the troop surge ... the militants 
issue these statements in an at- 
tempt to create problems in this 
relationship,” said Ahmad. 

Either stance is nearly impos- 
sible to independently verify. Ac- 
cess to the tribal belt, especially 
conflict zones, is severely restrict- 
ed. Pakistani army spokesmen 
could not immediately be reached 
for comment. 


Rehman spoke in a large mud- 
brick compound in the Shaktoi 
area of South Waziristan. 

The army sent some 30,000 
troops in October to battle as 
many as 10,000 militants in South 
Waziristan, including hundreds 
of Uzbek fighters. The military 
estimates it has killed around 600 
Taliban fighters. Rehman claimed 
he’d lost fewer than 20 fighters. 

But many of the Pakistani Tal- 
iban militants are believed to have 
fled to other parts of the tribal 
belt, a semiautonomous stretch of 
rugged territory that runs along 
the Afghan border. Most were 
believed to have gone to North 
Waziristan, Orakzai and Kurram 
tribal areas. 

Rehman also said his group 
would stop attacking Pakistani 
forces if the country would sever 
its ties with the United States, a 
somewhat more moderate stance 
compared with his proclamation 
in a video he recorded before the 
South Waziristan operation that 
the group would fight until it set 
up an Islamic state in Pakistan. 


Iraq bombs target Christians, Shiite Muslims 





By CHELSEA J. CARTER 
The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — Bombs targeted Iraqi Christians 
and Shiite Muslims Wednesday, killing at least eight 
people and wounding four dozen before coinciding 
religious observances that will take place under 
heavy guard. 

Insurgents have routinely targeted Shiites and 
Christians in an attempt to undermine the country’s 
security gains and its Shiite-dominated government. 
Security forces in recent days have been concerned 
that the Shiite holy observances known as Ashoura 
and Christmas gatherings would be targeted by 
large-scale attacks. 

Ashoura marks the seventh-century death of the 
Prophet Muhammad’s grandson Hussein. 

In the first of Wednesday’s attacks, a bomb tar- 
geted a historic church in the northern city of Mosul 
a day before Christmas Eve services, killing two 
people and wounding five. 

“Instead of performing Christmas Mass in this 
church, we will be busy removing rubble and de- 


bris,’ Hazim Ragheed, a priest at the church, said. 

The bomb was hidden under sacks of baking flour 
in a handcart left 15 yards from the Mar Toma 
Church, or the Church of St. Thomas, a police of- 
ficer said. The officer said the two men killed were 
Muslims and that five other people were injured. 

Christians have frequently been targeted since 
turmoil swept the country after the 2003 U.S.-led 
invasion, although the attacks have ebbed with an 
overall drop in violence. 

Later Wednesday, a blast struck a group of Shi- 
ite pilgrims preparing for Ashoura in Baghdad. 
The bomb, hidden in a bag, killed four pilgrims and 
wounded 31 others in eastern Baghdad, a police of- 
ficer said. 

A second blast struck Shiite worshippers gather- 
ing in central Baghdad. The bomb, hidden behind a 
tent erected to provide food and water to pilgrims, 
killed one pilgrim and wounded four others, said an- 
other police official. 

A third blast in western Baghdad killed one pil- 
grim and wounded eight others who had gathered to 
prepare for Ashoura rituals, police said. 
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Afghan lawmaker dies 
in security force battle 


The Associated Press 


KABUL — A member of the 
Afghan parliament was mistak- 
enly killed in an early morning 
shootout between his bodyguards 
and police officers, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Mohammad Yunos Shirnagha, 
a lawmaker from northern Bagh- 
lan province, was killed as he 
returned home around 2:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, said provincial po- 
lice chief Gen. Kabir Andarabi. 

Officers were hiding in an area 
near the provincial capital, Pul- 
e-Khumri, where they expected 
militants to transport a Taliban 
commander wounded in fighting 
Tuesday, local police said. That 
battle left four police officers and 
four insurgents dead, according 
to police. 

When Shirnagha’s vehicle ar- 
rived in the area, police shouted 
for it to stop. When the driver did 
not stop, a gunfight broke out be- 
tween police officers and body- 
guards protecting Shirnagha, a 
member of Afghanistan’s upper 
house of parliament. 

The lawmaker’s driver also 
was killed and one of his friends 
was wounded, the Interior Minis- 
try said in a statement. 

President Hamid Karzai or- 
dered the Interior Ministry to 
conduct an “urgent” investiga- 
tion, according to a statement 





from Karzai’s office. The minis- 
try has sent its chief of counter- 
terrorism, Abdul Manan Farahi, 
to the area to investigate. 

Karzai spent the day visiting 
wounded Afghan soldiers and po- 
licemen and touring an academy 
for new police recruits. U.S. Com- 
mander Gen. Stanley McChrystal 
and Afghan government officials 
joined Karzai at the training 
academy. 

At the Afghan military hospi- 
tal in the capital Kabul, Karzai 
visited wounded members of 
the nation’s security forces. He 
also met the defense minister 
of Poland, which has pledged to 
send another 600 troops to join 
the 2,000-strong Polish force in 
Ghazni province. 

In Helmand province Wednes- 
day, a bomb killed three civilians 
and wounded five people, includ- 
ing a soldier, said Daud Ahmedi, 
a spokesman for the provincial 
governor. 

A Taliban commander respon- 
sible for several roadside bomb 
attacks was killed in a clash with 
Afghan and international forces 
in Zurmat district of Paktia prov- 
ince in the southeast, according 
to a NATO statement. 

The Defense Ministry, mean- 
while, reported that four mili- 
tants were killed in two separate 
operations Tuesday. 


ty 


Musapeq SaApDEQ/AP 


Afghan President Hamid Karzai, left, visited with wounded soldiers 
on Wednesday at a military hospital in Kabul. 


Veterans wait for 
GI Bill payments 


WASHINGTON — Universities 
and colleges are still waiting for 
tuition payments for thousands 
of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
who attended school last fall under 
the new GI Bill, leaving the veter- 
ans panicked that they’ll be un- 
able to return to class in January. 

Veterans Affairs Department 
officials promise to get them 
back into the classroom. The VA 
says the number of veterans with 
claims unprocessed is now fewer 


than 5,000 — down from tens of 
thousands — and the goal is to 
have them all processed by the 
end of the year. 

“We continue to work on a daily 
basis with schools to make sure 
that no student is denied attend- 
ing class as a result of delayed 
tuition payments,” Katie Roberts, 
a VA spokeswoman, said Tues- 
day. “It’s a top priority for VA to 
make sure that students can focus 
on their studies rather than their 
bank accounts.” 





From The Associated Press 
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Policy: Call made to revoke pregnancy ban 


POLICY, FROM PAGE 1 


“This policy could encourage female sol- 
diers to delay seeking critical medical care 
with potentially serious consequences for 
mother and child,” the senators wrote in a let- 
ter to McHugh. 

“We can think of no greater deterrent to 
women contemplating a military career than 
the image of a pregnant woman being severely 
punished simply for conceiving a child. This 
defies comprehension.” 

Maj. Gen. Anthony Cucolo, who commands 
Multi-National Division—North, has defended 
his decision to include pregnancy among the 
offenses listed in a General Order that could 
lead to a court-martial and jail time. 

Cucolo said he wanted to send the mes- 
sage that “anyone who leaves the fight early 
creates a burden on their teammates” and 
that such decisions “should have professional 
consequences.” 

But the senators said in their letter to 
McHugh that while they understand Cucolo’s 
pledge not to imprison offenders, the policy 
creates a “threat of criminal sanctions” which 
goes “far beyond what is needed to maintain 
good order and discipline.” 

One expert on military law asserted that if 
Cucolo has no intention of sending a pregnant 
soldier to jail, he should never have created a 
policy making such a scenario possible. 

“Tf you look at it in a balanced way — the 
needs of the service, impacted adversely by 
pregnancy — that is a legitimate consider- 
ation,” said Linda Strite Murnane, a retired 
Air Force military judge who finished her ca- 
reer in 2004 as the chief circuit military judge 
for the Eastern Circuit at Bolling Air Force 
Base in Washington, D.C. 

“T don’t think it is answered by the order 
I’ve seen.” 

The pregnancy provision, part of General 
Order No. 1 for Multi-National Divison-North, 
creates a slew of legal challenges that seem to 
counter Cucolo’s stated intentions, Murnane 
said. Even if Cucolo himself decides to be le- 
nient in applying the order, other commanders 
might choose to pursue the order as written, 
Murnane said. 

Moreover, Murnane said, nothing in the writ- 
ten order protects women who become preg- 
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nant as a result of a sexual assault — though 
Cucolo said he would not punish women in 
such cases. And because the rule also applies 
to married couples, she says it puts them in the 
position of potentially having to violate spousal 
privilege during investigations. 

“Women in the armed forces — it’s been an 
ongoing challenge to make that work,” said 
Murnane, who joined the service in 1974, 
when women were required to give up their 
children for adoption if they wanted to remain 
on active duty. 

Cucolo said he foresees punishments 
handled in administrative ways, such as the 
temporary reprimand letters given to four 
pregnant soldiers who have already been dis- 
ciplined under the ban. Three male soldiers 
also have been punished — two with the same 
“local” reprimand letters. 

The third received a permanent written 
reprimand because he was a married non- 
commissioned officer who impregnated a sub- 
ordinate who is not his wife. 

Staff Sgt. Charlotte Horton, who is stationed 
in southern Baghdad, said the ban has pro- 
voked questions that have few answers. 

For example, other than rules against frater- 
nization, the military has no rules against sex- 
ual activity in Iraq and in some places allows 
husbands and wives to share living quarters. 

“There’s no form of birth control that’s 100 
percent,” Horton said, adding that many peo- 
ple oppose birth control for religious reasons. 
“So how can it be OK to have sex but not to get 
pregnant?” 

With many female troops deploying multi- 
ple times in recent years, often with little more 
than a year at home between deployments, 
Horton — who is on her third deployment 
since 2005 — said the pregnancy ban had left 
many women wondering when they were sup- 
posed to start a family. 

Others lauded the order, including high- 
ranking female members of Cucolo’s staff, he 
said in interviews this week. 

“T appreciate what the general was trying 
to do here,” said Genevieve Chase, founder 
and executive director of American Women 
Veterans. 

“T’m tired of being labeled as a liability be- 
cause I could end up getting pregnant. And 





since the order covers both men and women 
involved, in that respect it does hold everyone 
accountable equally.” 

Still, Chase said she does have concerns that 
some men might avoid punishment in cases 
where a pregnant woman declines to identify 
the man involved. 

And it raises questions about birth control 
availability and whether women will be pres- 
sured into using such products. 

Cucolo’s explanations also prompt a differ- 
ent question, according to Murnane. 

If the general declares he’s not going to 
punish certain violators, what other restric- 
tions — such as alcohol use or sexual contact 
with Iraqis, which also are listed in the same 
general order — might fall into the same gray 
zones? 

“Orders aren’t meant to be issued that way,” 
Murnane wrote in a e-mail in response to a 
follow-up question. “Orders are intended to 
be made clear, concise and should be viewed 
as only being issued when necessary for good 
order and discipline.” 

For Spc. Courtney Smith, a 22-year-old 
medic from Goldsborough, N.C., the pregnan- 
cy ban is “ridiculous.” 

Several soldiers from her brigade — the 
30th Heavy Brigade Combat Team, North 
Carolina National Guard, based at a forward 
operating base near Baghdad — had been sent 
home after getting pregnant on their deploy- 
ment, she said. Other soldiers go home for 
other reasons. 

“If someone breaks their leg playing bas- 
ketball, are we going to punish them too?” she 
said. 

Smith said sexual contact between soldiers 
was inevitable and — though her medical unit 
makes contraceptives available to anyone who 
wants them — that makes some pregnancies 
inevitable as well. 

“A letter of reprimand isn’t going to make 
any difference anyway,” she said. “It’s not 
going to stop someone from getting intimate 
with somebody they want to get intimate 
with.” 

E-mail Teri Weaver at: weavert@pstripes.osd.mil 
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GI killed 
while on 
leave in 
Baltimore 


The Baltimore Sun 


A soldier on leave from Af- 
ghanistan was shot and killed 
in Baltimore while on the way 
back from a grocery store 
Sunday, according to police. 

Pvt. Clifford Jamar Wil- 
liams, 22, stationed at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., was returning 
from a grocery store when a 
gunman approached his 2004 
Acura SUV and fired several 
rounds into the driver’s side, 
according to the Baltimore 
Police Department. 

Police had no suspects or a 
motive in the shooting. Wil- 
liams enlisted in the Army 
in February 2008 and was 
deployed in April to Afghani- 
stan, an Army spokesman told 
The Associated Press. He had 
taken 15 days of leave to go 
home for the holidays. 

“It’s a very, very sad case,” 
said Lt. Col. Nathan M. Banks, 
an Army spokesman. “We al- 
ways expect to be killed over 
there. When we come home to 
American soil, this is rare.” 

Williams was shot in the 
upper body and continued 
driving for a short distance 
until he stopped the vehicle 
in the middle of the road not 
far from his home. It was not 
clear what, if anything, pro- 
voked the shooting. Williams 
was to have turned 23 on Sat- 
urday, and his deployment 
would have ended in April. 
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By Kirk WRIGHT 
The Associated Press 


KINGSTON, Jamaica — An 
American Airlines flight carry- 
ing 154 people skidded across a 
Jamaican runway in heavy rain, 
bouncing across the tarmac and 
injuring more than 40 people be- 
fore it stopped just short of the 
Caribbean Sea, officials and wit- 
nesses said. 

Panicked passengers screamed 
and baggage burst from overhead 
bins as Flight 331 from Miami 
careened down the runway in 
the capital, Kingston, on Tuesday 
night, one passenger said. 

The impact cracked open the 
fuselage, crushed the left landing 
gear and separated both engines 
from the Boeing 737-800, airline 
spokesman Tim Smith said. 

Crews evacuated dazed and 
bloodied passengers onto a beach 
from a cabin that smelled of 
smoke and jet fuel, passengers 
said. Rain poured through the 
plane’s broken roof, one said. 

Some 44 people were taken to 


Brazilian 

family to end 
custody fight 
over U.S. boy 


The Associated Press 


RIO DE JANEIRO — A Brazil- 
ian family has decided to end its 
legal fight for custody of a 9-year- 
old boy and will obey a court order 
to turn him over to his American 
father, an aide to the family’s law- 
yer said Wednesday. 

“Tt is certain the family will not 
pursue any more legal channels,” 
the aide to lawyer Sergio Tostes 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because she wasn’t 
authorized to discuss the matter. 

Tostes, reached by telephone, 
referred inquiries to his office. 

The decision ends a five-year 
legal fight by David Goldman to 
regain custody of his son, Sean. 

Earlier Wednesday, a federal 
court in Rio ordered the family to 
relinquish Sean to Goldman by 6 
a.m. Thursday. 

U.S. Republican Rep. Chris 
Smith, of New Jersey, in Brazil 
to support Goldman, said Gold- 
man’s lawyers believe Brazil’s 
federal police are authorized to 
physically remove the child from 
the family if it does not meet the 
court deadline. He also said the 
international police agency In- 
terpol had been notified to make 
sure Sean was not flown out of 
Brazil. 

Goldman, of Tinton Falls, N.J., 
won a big legal victory late Tues- 
day when Brazil’s chief justice 
upheld a lower court’s ruling that 
ordered Sean returned to him. 

Sean has lived in Brazil since 
Goldman’s ex-wife took him to 
her native country in 2004. Last 
year she died in childbirth. 
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Ltoyp RosBinson/AP 


Workers sift through debris surrounding the fuselage of American 
Airlines Flight 331 from Miami that landed beyond the runway of 
Norman Manley International Airport in Kingston, Jamaica’s capital. 


hospitals with broken bones and 
back pains and four were seri- 
ously hurt, airport and Jamaican 
government officials said. Ameri- 
can Airlines said two people were 
admitted to the hospital and no- 
body suffered life-threatening 
injuries. 


The plane skidded across a 
causeway road before coming to 
a halt on a grassy embankment. 
Two gaping cracks marked the 
fuselage, and the jet’s mangled 
nose section tilted downward just 
short of the ocean. 

Heavy turbulence on the way 





44 hurt when plane skids upon landing 


to Jamaica had forced the crew 
to halt the beverage service three 
times before giving up, Pilar 
Abaurrea of Keene, N.H., told 
The Associated Press by phone. 
The pilot warned of more turbu- 
lence just before landing but said 
it likely wouldn’t be much worse, 
she said. 

“All of a sudden, when it hit 
the ground, the plane was kind 
of bouncing. Someone said the 
plane was skidding and there was 
panic,” she said. 

U.S. investigators will analyze 
whether the plane should have 
been landing in such bad weath- 
er, Smith said, adding that other 
planes had landed safely in the 
heavy rain. 

The plane originated at Reagan 
National Airport outside Washing- 
ton and took off from Miami Inter- 
national Airport at 8:52 p.m. and 
arrived in Kingston at 10:22 p.m. 
It was carrying 148 passengers 
and a crew of six, American said. 

Smith said there were two “sig- 
nificant” cracks in the fuselage. 





Iranian police officers on Tuesday prevent mourners from approaching the house of Grand Ayatollah 
Hossein Ali Montazeri, who died on Sunday at age 87. 


Report: Bin Laden’s daughter hiding in Iran 


The Associated Press 


CAIRO — A daughter of al-Qaida leader Osama 
bin Laden has taken refuge in the Saudi Embassy in 
Tehran after eluding guards who have held her and 
five brothers under house arrest for eight years, a 
Saudi-owned newspaper reported Wednesday. 

It has long been believed that Iran has held in cus- 
tody a number of bin Laden’s children since they fled 
Afghanistan following the U.S.-led invasion of that 
country in 2001 — most notably Saad and Hamza 
bin Laden, who are thought to have held positions in 
al-Qaida. 

This year, U.S. officials said Saad bin Laden may 
have been killed by a U.S. airstrike in Pakistan, 
where they said he may have fled after being freed 
from Iran, but they could not confirm it. 

But Omar bin Laden, another son who lives abroad, 
told the Asharg Al-Awsat newspaper that Eman told 
relatives in a call from the embassy that 29-year-old 
Saad and four other brothers were still being held in 
Iran. 

Asharg Al-Awsat said the 17-year-old daughter, 
Eman, slipped away from guards and fled to the 
Saudi Embassy nearly a month ago. The embassy’s 
charge d’affaires, Fouad al-Qassas, confirmed to the 


paper that she has been at the mission for 25 days 
and that there were diplomatic efforts with the Ira- 
nians to get her out of the country. 

Another bin Laden son, Abdullah, who lives in 
Saudi Arabia, told the Arab TV news network Al- 
Jazeera in an interview aired this week that Eman 
telephoned him after she eluded guards who were 
taking her on a shopping trip. 

Also in Tehran, security forces clashed with op- 
position protesters gathered Wednesday for a memo- 
rial for Iran’s most senior dissident cleric, beating 
men and women and firing tear gas, reformist Web 
sites reported. 

The gathering at the main mosque in the city of 
Isfahan, 200 miles southeast of Tehran, was meant 
to honor Grand Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri, the 
spiritual leader of the Iranian reformist movement 
who died Sunday. 

His death set off large memorial ceremonies that 
turned into pro-opposition protests in defiance of a 
monthslong government crackdown on protesters 
rallying against the disputed June presidential elec- 
tions. Iran has been in turmoil since the vote, which 
the opposition alleges Mahmoud Ahmadinejad won 
by fraud. 
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Georgia: Russia fails to 
abide by EU peace deal 


TBILISI, Georgia — Russia has 
failed to fully observe an EU-bro- 
kered peace deal that ended last 
year’s war with Georgia, the EU 
monitoring mission chief says. 

Hansjoerg Haber said Russia 
has not met an obligation to with- 
draw its forces to positions held 
before the August 2008 conflict. 

Russian officials have _ dis- 
missed such statements by EU 
officials, saying that Moscow 
wasn’t obliged to make the moves 
according to its interpretation of 
the deal. Only Venezuela, Nicara- 
gua and, most recently, the South 
Pacific island nation of Nauru, 
has followed Russia’s example in 
recognizing the breakaway re- 
gions as independent states. 


Mediator seeks deal 
for Israeli soldier 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — A 
German mediator met with 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip on 
Wednesday to deliver Israel’s lat- 
est counter offer for a prisoner 
swap, but the Islamic militant 
group’s Syrian-based leadership 
is expected to have the final say. 

The German mediator is 
seeking to clinch a long-antici- 
pated swap of some 1,000 Pal- 
estinian prisoners for a single 
Israeli soldier. 

A deal to exchange 23-year-old 
Israeli soldier Gilad Schalit for the 
Palestinian prisoners appeared 
imminent earlier this week when 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his top ministers 
convened for a series of meetings 
described as crucial. 


No successor treaty yet 
for expired arms deal 


GENEVA — The United States 
and Russia have failed to clinch 
a new nuclear arms control trea- 
ty this year, denying the White 
House a quick boost in its efforts 
to demonstrate improved rela- 
tions with Moscow. 

The two sides hope to reach a 
deal in early 2010, the U.S. said 
Wednesday. 

The 1991 Strategic Arms Re- 
duction Treaty expired Dec. 5, 
and both countries have agreed 
to continue to honor its main pro- 
visions until a successor treaty is 
in place. The START treaty suc- 
cessor is seen as one of the most 
achievable areas of cooperation. 
Washington is also seeking help 
from Moscow on trickier issues 
such as the standoff over Iran’s 
uranium enrichment program. 


Thailand: Plane was 
not headed for Iran 


BANGKOK — A plane seized 
in Bangkok with a cache of North 
Korean weapons wasn’t headed to 
Iran, a senior Thai police official 
said Wednesday, contradicting 
a report from arms trafficking 
experts. 

Separately, the five-man crew 
insisted their final destination 
was Sri Lanka and not Iran, their 
lawyer said after visiting the 
jailed men. There has been much 
speculation since the plane was 
impounded Dec. 12 about where it 
was headed. 
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Senate set to pass health care legislation 


By Er1cA WERNER 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — As the 
health care bill cleared its last 
procedural vote in the Senate on 
Wednesday, Democrats prepared 
to deliver a Christmas Eve victory 
to President Barack Obama. 

Republicans stepped up their 
attacks, contending the sweeping 
bill threatens to harm Medicare, 
the government’s main health pro- 
gram for the elderly, and will add 
billions to the government deficit. 
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Even tf the Senate approves the bill, tt cannot 
go to the president until Congress resolves 
differences between the versions passed by 

the House and Senate. 


Even if the Senate approves the 
legislation on Thurssday morning 
as expected, the bill cannot go 
to Obama for his signature until 
Congress resolves differences be- 
tween the versions passed by the 
House of Representatives and the 


U.S. erime falling 
despite recession 


By DEVLIN BARRETT 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — High un- 
employment. More folks on food 
stamps. Fewer owning their 
homes. Yet for all the signs of 
recession, something is missing: 
More crime. 

Experts are scratching their 
heads over why crime has ebbed 
so far during this recession, un- 
like other economic downturns 
of the past half-century. Early 
guesses include jobless folks at 
home keeping closer watch for 
thieves, or the American popula- 
tion just getting older — and older 
people commit fewer crimes. 

Preliminary FBI crime figures 
for the first half of 2009 show 
crime falling across the country, 
even at a time of high unemploy- 
ment, foreclosures and layoffs. 
Most surprisingly, murder and 
manslaughter fell 10 percent for 
the first half of the year. 

“That’s a remarkable decline, 
given the economic conditions,” 
said Richard Rosenfeld, a soci- 
ologist at the University of Mis- 
souri-St. Louis, who has studied 
crime trends. 

Rosenfeld said he did not ex- 
pect the 10 percent drop in kill- 
ings to be sustained over the 
entire year. But he said the broad 
declines are exceptional, given 
that past recessions stretching 
back to the 1950’s have boosted 
crime rates. 

Bill Bratton, the former chief 
of the Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment, attributes the decrease to 
major police departments close- 
ly tracking developing crime 


patterns. 

“Police have gotten much bet- 
ter at analyzing numbers and 
responding quickly,” said Brat- 
ton, now chairman of Altegrity 
Security Consulting, a private 
security firm based in Virginia. 
“Los Angeles has been in an 
economic downturn almost two 
years ahead of the country and is 
now in its eighth straight year of 
crime decline.” 

In times of recession, property 
crimes, in particular, are expect- 
ed to rise. 

They haven't. 

Overall, property crimes 
fell by 6.1 percent, and violent 
crimes by 4.4 percent, according 
to the six-month data collected 
by the FBI. 

Rosenfeld said there are 
several possible explanations, 
including that extended unem- 
ployment benefits, food stamps, 
and other government-driven 
economic stimulus “have cush- 
ioned and delayed for many peo- 
ple the big blows that come from 
a recession.” 

Those benefits will have to run 
out eventually, he cautioned. 

Another possible factor is that 
with more people home from 
work, it is harder for burglars to 
break into a home or apartment 
unnoticed by neighbors, he said. 
Rosenfeld said another possi- 
bility is that because big cities’ 
technology-driven, “smart po- 
licing” efforts are driving down 
national rates. 

The new figures show car 
thefts also dropped significantly, 
falling nearly 19 percent and 
continuing a sharp downward 
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Senate. Some are contentious, es- 
pecially stricter provisions in the 
House against using government 
money to pay for insurance cover- 
age for abortions and the House’s 
income tax increase for high- 
earning Americans. 
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Passage of the overhaul is 
vital to Obama. A major part of 
the campaign that gave him the 
presidency was his promise to fix 
a broken health system. He has 
made health care the No. 1 do- 
mestic priority. 

Alone among highly developed 
nations, the United States has no 
government-sponsored —_univer- 
sal health coverage. The 30 mil- 
lion covered by both the bills are 
among those without insurance. 

Before the final Senate vote, 
Democrats needed to put up 60 


National crime rates declining 


Preliminary figures gathered by the FBI show crime falling across 
the country at a time when many experts and police officials had 
expected it to rise under the pressure of the tough economy. 


Crime rates for the first six months of 2009 compared to same 


period in 2008, preliminary Aggra- 
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trend in that category. Some be- 
lieve that big drop in car theft is 
due largely to the security lock- 
ing systems installed on most 
models, as well as more high- 
tech deterrents like car recovery 
devices that use the Global Posi- 
tioning System. 

The figures are based on data 
supplied to the FBI by more than 
11,700 police and law enforce- 
ment agencies. They compare 
reported crimes in the first six 
months of this year to the first 
six months of last year. 

James Alan Fox, a criminal 
justice professor at Northeastern 
University, said he was not sur- 
prised by the overall downward 
trends. 

“The popular wisdom is 
wrong,” said Fox. “If a law-abid- 
ing citizen loses their job, they 
don’t typically go on a crime 
spree.” 

Fox argued the decline is part- 
ly due to the graying of America. 
As the over-50 population grows, 
he said, crime goes down, even 
while other social costs, like 
health care, go up.Like Rosen- 
feld, Fox also doubted that big 
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changes — like a 10 percent drop 
in murders — are sustainable. 

“We shouldn’t celebrate too 
loudly,” he said, arguing that it 
may be a Statistical fluke, but 
one which can also generate com- 
placency on the part of public 
officials. 

“You don’t solve the crime 
problem, you only control it,” he 
said.The figures are based on 
data supplied to the FBI by more 
than 11,700 police and law en- 
forcement agencies. They com- 
pare reported crimes in the first 
six months of this year to the first 
six months of last year. Separate 
statistics compiled by the Jus- 
tice Department measure both 
reported and unreported crimes. 
The early 2009 data suggests the 
crime-dropping trend of 2008 
is not just continuing but accel- 
erating. In 2008, the same data 
showed a nearly 4 percent drop 
in murder and manslaughter, and 
an overall drop in violent crime of 
1.9 percent from 2007 to 2008. 


votes for the last time to cut off 
debate on the legislation. The 58 
Senate Democrats and two inde- 
pendents have held together on 
two previous 60-vote tallies dur- 
ing the past several days against 
united Republican opposition. 

Sixty “yes” votes are necessary 
under Senate rules to stop debate 
on a proposed amendment and 
allow consideration of the main bill 
to get under way. The Constitution 
allows a minority to continue de- 
bate until three-fifths of the Senate 
vote to end debate. 


Woman accused 
of threatening 
Michelle Obama 


The Associated Press 


HONOLULU — A woman ac- 
cused of telling the Secret Service 
she would “blow away” Michelle 
Obama was in federal custody 
Tuesday as the Obama family 
planned to travel to Hawaii. 

Kristy Lee 
Roshia, 35, 
was charged 
with threat- 
ening a fam- 
ily member 
of the presi- 
dent and 
assaulting 
a federal | 
agent after 
being ar- 
rested Satur- 
day less than two miles from the 
Kailua home where the Obama 
family planned to stay during a 
holiday visit later this week. 

Roshia called the Secret Ser- 
vice’s Boston office last month 
and told a receptionist, “I will 
kill Michelle Obama” and “TI will 
kill Marines,” according to a Se- 
cret Service affidavit. During 
the same call, she said she would 
“blow away” Michelle Obama, 
the document states. 

A message left at the federal 
public defender’s office in Ho- 
nolulu was not immediately 
returned. 

Roshia has a history of leaving 
rambling messages and sending 
poems, love letters and photo- 
graphs of herself to the Secret Ser- 
vice, according to the affidavit. 

Roshia was also charged with 
lunging at a Secret Service agent, 
striking him in the arms and face 
during her arrest. 

She was being held without bail 
pending a Wednesday detention 
hearing. 
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Consumers told to beware of dangerous toys 


Officials singled out 
counterfeit MP3 
players, surge 
protectors with 
shoddy wiring, and 
a black toy gun that 
carries no markings 
to indicate it ts fake. 





Plenty of snow 
for Christmas 


Above: Brent Levander watches 
as his brother Brian hooks a 
chain to the bottom of a vehicle 
after a driver lost control and 
rolled into a ditch while traveling 
on U.S. Highway 281 north of 
Hastings, Neb., on Wednesday. 
Freezing drizzle combined with 
heavy snow has made travel 
dangerous in south central Ne- 
braska. A storm was expected 
to dump more than a foot of 
snow on parts of Colorado and 
southern Utah, and blow east 
into the Plains states through 
Christmas Day. Blizzard warn- 
ings were likely on Christmas 
Eve in Kansas. 


Right: Clouds and snow left 
behind by a winter storm shroud 
the Sandia Mountains in Albu- 
querque, N.M., on Wednesday. 


By SARAH LARIMER 
The Associated Press 


MIAMI — U.S. Customs and Border Pro- 
tection officials warned consumers this week 
to stay away from toys that might be danger- 
ous for children or break copyright, patent or 
trademark laws. 

Authorities last year seized more than 
1,500 shipments of products that either failed 
to meet consumer safety standards or violated 
intellectual property laws, said Harold Wood- 
ward, director of the agency’s field operations 
in Miami. 

Products intercepted so far this year in- 
clude toy drums manufactured with small 
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parts that present a choking hazard, yellow 
toy ducks that contain lead paint, and bright 
green lighters that look and sound like frogs, 
but don’t have safety mechanisms. 

“Obviously, that would be very attractive to 
a child,” Woodward said. “But you open this 
up, you get the sound effects, you also get a 
rather significant flame that comes from 
this.” 

Officials also singled out counterfeit MP3 
players and backpacks, surge protectors with 
shoddy wiring, and a black toy gun that car- 
ries no markings to indicate it is fake. 

“Now obviously, it’s not functional as a fire- 
arm,” Woodward said. “However, if in the 
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wrong hands, if in the wrong situation, if this 
weapon was pointed at any one of us or used 
in the perpetuation of a crime ... any common- 
sense individual would say, this is probably a 
real weapon.” 

Consumers might find the offending prod- 
ucts at businesses such as flea markets, street 
vendors or smaller, mom-and-pop stores 
across the country, according to customs of- 
ficials. They said the majority of the seized 
cargo came from China. 

“T’m not saying that ‘made in China’ means 
it’s not a good product,” Woodward said. “All 
I’m saying is we need to be conscious of the 
fact ... of what constitutes a safety violation.” 


‘Traditionalists take dim 
view of new holiday lights 


By SEAN MurpHuy 
The Associated Press 


NORMAN, Okla. — To Steven 
Walls, it looks nothing like Christ- 
mas, anywhere he goes. 

While more people make the 
switch to energy-efficient lights 
for their holiday decorations, 
Walls this year insisted on deco- 
rating with the old-style, torpe- 
do-shaped Christmas lights his 
family has put up for years. 

“They’re not the same. They’re 
weird-looking. They’re sized dif- 
ferent and have these unusual 
ripples. If you have those inter- 
spersed with your traditional 
lights, they’re going to look 
dumb,” he said. 

The old 2-inch, 9-watt incan- 
descent bulbs may be the gas 
guzzlers of holiday lights, but 
they remain a holiday staple in 


homes across the country. Many 
people aren’t willing to trade the 
chubby, colorful halo effect for 
the softer glow of a light-emit- 
ting diode, or LED. And as retail- 
ers increasingly stock the more 
energy-efficient lights, lovers of 
the classic lights scramble to find 
them, fearing they will soon be 
gone from shelves for good. 

While acknowledging LEDs 
are more durable and use up 
to one-hundredth the amount 
of electricity as incandescents, 
Gary Barksdale grows nostalgic 
sorting through broken bulbs and 
overloaded fuses every year. 

“It’s part of the holiday tra- 
dition,” said Barksdale, 46, of 
Norman. 

“We’re doing the same thing 
my pops, my brothers and I did 
when we were kids.” 


Utah man who inspired 
‘Rain Man’ dies at 58 


The Associated Press 


SALT LAKE CITY — The man 
who inspired the title character in 
the Oscar-winning movie “Rain 
Man” has died. 

Kim Peek was 58. His father, 
Fran, says Peek had a major heart 
attack Saturday morning and was 
pronounced dead at a hospital 
in the Salt Lake City suburb of 
Murray. 

Peek was a savant with a re- 
markable memory and inspired 
writer Barry Morrow when he 
wrote “Rain Man,” the 1988 
movie that won four Academy 
Awards. 


Morrow at a convention in the 
early 1980s and the writer was 
taken with Peek’s knack for re- 
taining everything he heard. 

In his later years, Peek was 
classified as a “mega-savant” 
who was a genius in about 15 dif- 
ferent subjects, from history and 
literature and geography to num- 
bers, sports, music and dates. 
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Project Impact driving new 
consumers to Walmart 


By JACKIE CROSBY 
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 


MINNEAPOLIS — _ The 
Walmart store in Eagan, Minn., 
is a far cry from what it was five 
months ago. Gone are the pallets 
of merchandise that clogged the 
main aisles. The navy-colored 
signs have been replaced by a soft 
blue. Food offerings have tripled. 
And merchandise shelves are so 
low, shoppers can stand in one 
corner of the store and see across 
nearly every department. 

“T love it,” said Laura Johnson, 
a nurse who stopped by the store 
after work recently. 

“The store is more organized, I 
like how it looks. And they have 
food — lots more food!” said 
Johnson, a mother of two teen- 
agers. The overhaul is part of a 
five-year, companywide effort 
launched late last year called 
Project Impact. 

The strategy aims not just to 
make stores look cleaner and 
more open, but to fine-tune vast 
product offerings and reframe 
the way Walmart markets itself 
to consumers. In many ways, 
Walmart has become more like 
its top competitor — Minneapo- 
lis-based Target Corp. The strat- 
egy comes at a key time. 

As the recession has widened, 
Walmart has continued to outper- 
form nearly all retailers, includ- 
ing Target, as well as stores that 


A DAY ON WALL STREET 
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Dow Jones 
industrials 

+50.79 
10,464.93 A S 
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aim for a piece of its business, 
such as Best Buy and Toys ’R’ 
Us. 

Going into the crucial holiday 
season, Walmart cut prices earli- 
er and on more items. It dropped 
prices on best-selling books to 
under $9 online, forcing Amazon 
and Target to match prices. 

While a Time magazine head- 
line called Project Impact “a 
move to crush the competition,” 
the company distanced itself 
from such terms of aggression. 

“T don’t know that it rises to 
the level of war,” said Walmart 
spokesman John Simley. “It’s 
good old-fashioned price com- 
petition. War implies so many 
things that I don’t think reflect 
what we’re doing.” 

It’s hard not to notice that 
Walmart stores are looking more 
and more like Target. 

The floors are shiny, the light- 
ing is bright. The vibe of “Action 
Alley,” the main walkway around 
the store perimeter, has changed. 
What once evoked a warehouse, 
grab-and-go treasure hunt that 
encouraged customers to weave 
around stacks of deeply discount- 
ed merchandise has given way 
to roomier aisles. Everything is 
being simplified — from the num- 
ber of words on signs to prices. 

“Our customer has 21 minutes, 
on average, in stores,” said Sim- 
ley. “The idea is to allow her to 
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Danny JOHNSTON/AP 


A shopper walks toward the pharmacy at a Little Rock, Ark., 
Walmart. A companywide effort launched called Project Impact, 
aims to make Walmart stores look cleaner and more open. 


make the best possible use of her 
time while she’s there.” 

About a third of Walmart’s 
3,600 U.S. stores have gotten the 
top-to-bottom redo to date. 

While Walmart says Project 
Impact is driving consumer sat- 
isfaction to an all-time high, Wall 
Street hasn’t been so generous. 
The stock essentially is flat from 
a year ago. 

“No doubt, Walmart is execut- 
ing,” said Lauri Brunner, an an- 
alyst who covers Walmart and 


JVC 


The Perfect Experience, — 


Target for Thrivent Investment 
Management in Minneapolis, 
who said the stores have “never 
looked better.” 

But, stock prices indicate 
“Walmart has been a big under- 
performer,” Brunner said. 

“Walmart doesn’t win when ev- 
eryone is fighting for the lowest 
price, as they are now. Walmart 
wins when prices are going up 
and people want to go to the low- 
priced outlet.” 
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EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 
Japanese yen (Dec. 28) 
South Korean won (Dec. 28).......... 1,152.00 
Euro costs (Dec. 28) 
Dollar buys (Dec. 28) 
British pound (Dec. 28) 
Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar) .........ccscsscsscscssseeceeees 0.3770 
British pound 
Canada (DOIMAar) .......cesscsesctcesscseeees 1.0529 
CHINA (YUAN) sisscccscciseciesseccscssscsceccesenes 6.8312 
Denmark (KrOne) ......cccccsscsccscsscesceeees 5.2110 
EGypt (POUNA) .......csssscscessssccscescsseeeees 5.5028 

$1.4281/0.7002 
HONG KONG (Dollar) ........scsscsceseseeeees 7.7536 
Hungary (Forint) 
ISrael (SHEKEL) uc eecssscescssesceseeeeees 3.7960 
Japan (Yen) 
KUWaAiIt (DINAP) ..... es eececessesccecesseecceees 0. 2873 
NOrWay (KONE) .....sssccccescceccscesseseceees 5.8462 
Philippines (Peso) 
Poland (ZIOLY) sccsassscsecssintsaecssivesccaoaneses 2.92 
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .......secscssceseeees 3.7507 
Singapore (Dollar) ou... cscsscscssceseeees 1.4093 
SOUTH KOread (WON) .....ssscsccecsecescesceeees 1,178 
Switzerland (Franc) .......cscsssseseees 1.0423 
Thailand (Baht) 
Turkey (N@W Lila) ......escscsescesceseees 1. 5239 
(Military exchange rates are those avail- 
able to customers at military banking fa- 
cilities in the country of issuance for Japan, 
South Korea, Germany, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. For nonlocal currency 
exchange rates (i.e., purchasing British 
pounds in Germany), check with your local 
military banking facility. Commercial rates 
are interbank rates provided for reference 
when buying currency. All figures are for- 
eign currencies to one dollar, except for 
the British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 
dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


PRIN G PACE seisccsccdibeeniictecetivedincvecelestitedads 3.25 
DISCOUNT Fate ........cccsssccsesssssssssssessseeseess 0.50 
Federal funds market rate......... 0.00-0.25 
SaMONTH DUI. sessvcaccisscsscssodavccsciasessseesesceiets 0.07 
30-YEAr DONT .......cscssescerecsssececcsresseeeeseees 4.62 
Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 








“Paciric4 " oy. 


2009 i 














Kelly Minikus was the lucky winner of this year’s Best of the Pacific drawing. 
Kelly, from Yokosuka NB, is pictured here with her daughter Emilynn and baby Isaiah. 
Watch for your chance to win this coming summer! 


Thank you JVC for providing the 47” LCD TV Grand Prize! 


To subscribe to Stars and Stripes, email circulation@pstripes.osd.mil 
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SoftBank @ iPhone 3G 





Get the latest iPhone 
at an incredible price! 


iPhone for everybody. 
Act now and get the iPhone 3GS (16GB) for 
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subscriptions 


@ Notes 

e The Effective Cost represents the difference between the monthly handset installment and the (maximum) Monthly Discount. If the total 
eligible billing amount is less than the Monthly Discount, the lesser of the two amounts will apply. © The Effective Cost may not be ¥0 due to 
contract cancellation or change, additional handset purchase to which discounts do not apply, or other applicable conditions. © The Monthly 
Discount does not apply to the actual cost of the handset. ¢ White Plan (i) is a 2-year contract that renews automatically. © This campaign 
does not apply in cases of cancellation or transfer, price plan change, additional handset purchase other than iPhone, or cancellation of the 
2-year contract or Packet Flat-rate Full contract. © A contract cancellation fee of ¥9,975 (tax included) will be levied if the contract is cancelled 
at any time other than during the contract renewal month (the billing month following the month of contract expiration). © 16GB model: The 
Effective Cost of ¥0 is based on a payment plan of 24 monthly installments of ¥1,920 (tax included). (Payment over 26 months, with an annual 
interest rate of 0%). Single-payment price is ¥46,080. ¢ Please direct questions concerning handset deposits to your local SoftBank Shop. 
e This campaign applies to the iPhone 3GS (32GB) and iPhone 3G (8GB) models as well. © Please visit your nearest SoftBank retailer for 
further details. 


For details, please contact our sales staff at 


Atsugi, Sasebo, Yokosuka, Iwakuni, Foster, Hansen, Courtney, Kadena, Kinser, Misawa, Yokota, Zama 
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Ford Mustang 


Latest model — 2011 

Engine — \-6 

Horsepower — 305 

Gas mileage — 30 mpg highway 

List price — Starting at $20,995 

Zero to 60 — No word on the 2011 
Mustang yet, but the 2010 GT did it in 5 
seconds 

New features — The secret to the new 
Mustang is its Duratec® 3.7-liter DOHC Ti- 
VCT V-6 engine. With more power under the 
hood, the new model, to be released in spring 
2010, also increases highway gas mileage. 
Other new additions: a hill-climbing transmis- 
sion feature and a deeper oil pan that increas- 
es the interval between oil changes. 


— Ford.com, Edmunds.com 


““f ever there were 
an American 
automotive icon, 
the Ford Mustang 
would be it.” 


Rex Roy 
editor, TheCarConnection.com 


Suzuki, Volkswagen 
trade on strengths 


TOKYO — Suzuki Motor Corp. 
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Which model takes the muscle ear title? 


By BREE FOWLER 
AND DEE-ANN DURBIN 
The Associated Press 


DETROIT — Ford is cranking up the 
horsepower on the 2011 Mustang as it 
tries to win back muscle car sales from its 
archrival, the Chevrolet Camaro. 

Ford Motor Co. introduced a 305-horse- 
power V-6 engine for the Mustang at 
the Los Angeles Auto Show earlier this 
month. For anyone counting, that’s one 
horse more than the Camaro’s V-6, which 
clocks in at 304 horsepower. And it’s far 
more powerful than the 210-horsepower 
V-6 on the 2010 Mustang. 

Ford also promises better fuel economy 
from the 3.7-liter, Duratec all-aluminum 
engine, with 30 miles per gallon on the 
highway to Camaro’s 29. 

It’s a bid to win back attention from the 
Camaro, which went on sale in the spring 
and has sold at a blistering pace despite 
the struggling economy. Camaro sales 
might even outpace Mustang this year, 
something that hasn’t happened since 
1985. 

Through October, Ford sold 56,469 
Mustangs, topping Camaro by 9,136 ve- 
hicles. But the momentum is on the Ca- 
maro’s side. In October, General Motors 
Co. sold 8,082 Camaros, while Ford sold 
4,789 Mustangs. And sales of the Mustang 


— which was reintroduced in 2005 — fell 
32 percent during the first nine months of 
the year. 

Mustang and Camaro have been going 
at it since 1966, when the Camaro was 
first introduced two years after the Mus- 
tang. Nipping at their heels was the Dodge 
Challenger, which was first introduced 
in 1970. A retro Challenger released last 
year has been a juggernaut, with sales up 
85 percent to 21,276 through October. The 
Challenger’s V-6 gets 250 horsepower and 
25 miles to the gallon. 

Muscle cars have been a bright spot in 
an otherwise dismal year for U.S. auto 
sales, which have fallen to their lowest 
level in decades. 

Scott Oldham, editor in chief of Ed- 
munds.com’s product-focused Insideline. 
com Web site, said it’s unclear how long 
the sales surge can last for the Camaro. 

Yet healthy sales for muscle cars show 
that the auto market is still a very diverse 
place, Oldham said. Attention may be fo- 
cused on fuel economy and electric vehi- 
cles, but for some buyers it’s still all about 
the horsepower. 

“Nobody is buying a Camaro for the 
mileage. They buy a Camaro because 
they want it. They want to be seen in it. 
They want to walk out to their driveway 
and look at it and they want to put their 
foot down on the gas pedal.” 





Chevrolet Camaro 


Latest model — 2010 Coupe 

Engine — V-6 

Horsepower — 304 

Gas mileage — 29 mpg highway 

List price — Starting at $22,680 

Zero to 6O — In 6 seconds 

New features — The interior of the 2010 
Camaro has retro style, with square rear gaug- 

es and oversized steering wheel. The car stays 
modern with optional Bluetooth capability 
and steering wheel-mounted audio controls. 
Engineers modified the Zeta platform to give ff 
the Camaro independent rear-wheel suspen- ff 
sion and more refined handling. 


— Chevrolet.com, Edmunds.com 


“After what felt like an 
eternity of waiting, the 


2010 Chevy Camaro is 
here — and tt's good. ‘4 
Rex Roy 


editor, TheCarConnection.com 


Cubans have had decades to perfect repairs 


and Volkswagen AG of Germany 
have reached an agreement on 
tie-up aimed at tapping each oth- 
or’s strengths. 

Volkswagen is the top car com- 
pany in China, while Suzuki is the 
biggest in India. The formation of 
this so-called winners’ alliance 
is certain to put the pressure on 
rival automakers, including Toy- 
ota Motor Corp. 

VW needed to reinforce its 
lineup of low-priced small cars, 
while Suzuki didn’t have the capi- 
tal or manpower to research new 
technologies. 

-rom The Associated Press 








Click and Clack 


Tom and Ray Magliozzi 


Dear Tom and Ray: I have 
often wondered, when I see a 
street scene in Havana, how 
they’ve managed to keep those 
50s vintage cars operating all 
these years. Wouldn’t 50-plus- 
year-old cars be increasingly 
expensive to maintain? I would 
think the majority of those cars 
would be not only mechanically 
challenged, but very unsound 
structurally. How do they obtain 
replacement parts? — John 

TOM: They go to Pepe Boys: 
Fidel, Raul and Hugo. Actually, 
they just get very creative, John. 

RAY: The structural stuff is 


pretty easy. That’s mostly weld- 
ing, which is old technology. 

TOM: Yeah, and I doubt they 
have annual safety inspections, 
like we do. So, the definition of 
“structurally sound” may be 
“the seat doesn’t fall through the 
floor onto the street while ’m 
driving.” 

RAY: But structural things, 
like floors and frames, are pretty 
easy to fix. 

TOM: And for all the mechani- 
cal stuff, they have machine 
shops. Remember, there were no 
electronics in cars in those days. 
There were no electronic igni- 


tions, no emissions systems, no 
computers. So almost everything 
is some form of bent, lathed or 
poured metal. Their machine 
shops can do that. 

RAY: And I suspect they’ve 
gotten very good at rebuilding 
engines and transmissions. Re- 
member, they’ve been rebuilding 
the same engines and transmis- 
sions for 50 years. (Literally, 
the same engines and transmis- 
sions!) 





Got a question about cars? E-mail by 
visiting the Car Talk Web site at www. 
cartalk.com. 

King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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AP Photos 


Left: President Barack Obama speaking at Cairo 
University in June. The address was designed to 
reframe U.S. ties with the Muslim world. Above: 
Sgt. Anthony Sills comforts his wife outside the 
Fort Hood Army base near Killeen, Texas, on Nov. 
5 after a mass shooting. 


Journalists rank top religion stories of ’09 


The Associated Press 


COLUMBIA, Mo. — President Barack Obama’s 
address to the Muslim world last June was chosen 
as the top religion story of 2009 in a survey of jour- 
nalists who cover the beat. 

Obama extended a hand to the Islamic world in a 
speech in Cairo while quoting from the Quran, the 
Gospel of Matthew and the Talmud, the collection 
of Jewish law. 

“So long as our relationship is defined by our 
differences, we will empower those who sow ha- 
tred rather than peace, those who promote conflict 
rather than the cooperation that can help all of our 
people achieve justice and prosperity,” Obama said 
in the speech. “And this cycle of suspicion and dis- 
cord must end.” 

The survey of more than 100 journalists was con- 
ducted by the Religion Newswriters Association. 
The No. 2 religion story was the government health 


care overhaul and the role the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and other faith groups played in 
the debate. 

The third-ranking story involved the religious im- 
plications of the mass shooting at Fort Hood, Texas. 
The accused gunman, Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, was 
considered a devout Muslim, which again raised 
questions about violence, terrorism and Islam. Some 
Muslims feared a backlash. 

The top newsmaker of the year was Rick Warren, 
the California evangelical megachurch pastor and 
author. 

Warren gained attention with his Inauguration 
Day invocation and comments in the aftermath of 
California’s Proposition 8, which overturned gay 
marriage. Warren also gained attention for his work 
in Africa involving AIDS relief and other humani- 
tarian activities. 


How physicians respond to prayer requests 


Los Angeles Times 


Families often turn to prayer when a loved one 
is in the hospital. But what happens when they ask 
their doctor to take part? 

A new survey reveals how physicians deal with 
a request for prayer by patients and their families 
in clinical settings. The 30 doctors surveyed — by 
researchers from Brandeis University in Waltham, 
Mass., and Rice University in Houston — were pe- 
diatricians or pediatric oncologists chosen from 13 
highly ranked hospitals. In nearly all cases, the pa- 
tients or their families brought up the idea of prayer, 
and it was most often related to a child who was seri- 
ously ill or dying. And while every physician wanted 


to be respectful of the families, they handled prayer 
requests differently. Researchers boiled those vari- 
ations down into four scenarios. 

In the first, doctors actively took part in the 
prayer. Some, when asked, attended religious cer- 
emonies such as baptisms. In the second, physi- 
cians were present for the prayers but did not take 
part, instead standing with the families and perhaps 
showing respect by bowing their heads. In the third 
scenario, doctors tweaked prayer requests to make 
them more realistic. In the fourth, physicians re- 
ferred patients and family members to religious or 
spiritual leaders. 

The study appears in the December issue of 
Southern Medical Journal. 
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Study: Religion 
repressed in 





third of 


By DAvE BRYAN 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — In Indonesia, 
Muslim groups burn down a 
mosque belonging to the minor- 
ity Ahmadiyya. In Singapore, the 
government refuses to recognize 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. In Belgium, 
68 religion-based hate crimes are 
reported in 2007 alone. 

People living in a third of all 
countries are restricted from 
practicing religion freely, either 
because of government poli- 
cies and laws or 





nations 


minorities suffer the brunt of the 
intolerance. 

Timothy Shah, a senior re- 
search scholar at Boston Uni- 
versity who is familiar with the 
study, said he was struck by the 
fact that more than 30 countries 
have high levels of both govern- 
ment and social restrictions on 
religion. 

Shah pointed to Nigeria, where 
12 majority-Muslim states adopt- 
ed the Islamic Sharia criminal 
code after returning to civilian 

rule in 1999, re- 
sulting in hos- 
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ulation, since some of the most 
restrictive countries are very 
populous. 

Of the world’s 25 most populous 
countries, citizens in Iran, Egypt, 
Indonesia, Pakistan and India 
live with the most restrictions 
when both measures are taken 
into account, the study found. 

“Where those two come togeth- 
er is where it’s most intense,” said 
Brian Grim, senior researcher 
at the Pew Research Center’s 
Forum on Religion and Public 
Life. 

The United States, Brazil, 
Japan, Italy, South Africa and the 
United Kingdom have the least 
amount of restrictions on reli- 
gious practices when measured 
by both government infringe- 
ment and religion-based violence 
or harassment, according to the 
study. 

The study found that religious 


ter sought answers to 20 questions 
it created related to government 
restrictions on religious practic- 
es, such as policies or laws, and 
on 13 questions on social restric- 
tions, such as individual acts of 
violence. 

The group then examined pub- 
lished public information sources, 
including reports by the U.S. State 
Department, the United Nations 
and various non-governmental 
organizations, to answer the ques- 
tions on a_ country-by-country 
basis. 

Researchers analyzed infor- 
mation from July 1, 2006, to June 
30, 2008. 

The report found that the per- 
centage of the world’s countries 
with high or very high govern- 
ment restrictions is at about 20 
percent, which amounts to 57 
percent of the world’s population. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2009 
AFN/prime Atlantic AFN/family AFN/movie AFN/news AFN/prime Pacific PENTAGON AFN/spectrum AFN/sports AFN/xtra 

15:00 |NBC Nightly News Movie “The Secret of the | (:15) Movie “Four Christ- | Your World With Neil Days of our Lives AFN Europe Report Design on a Dime SportsCenter Hot Stove 

15:30 World News-Gibson Nutcracker” (2008, Adven- | mases” (2008, Romance- | Cavuto Balad and Beyond Big Amazing 

16:00 | Sesame Street ture) Brian Cox. Salar Vaughn, The Rachel Maddow Oprah Winfrey Fit For Duty MythBusters The team SportsCenter NFL Total Access 
16:30 Mickey’s Christmas Carol icc Show Battleground takes on five fan favorites. 

17:00 |The View (:05) Movie “The Polar Movie “The Santa Clause”| Around the Services Wheel of Fortune The Grill Sergeants King of the Hill College Basketball Mis- | X Play 

17:30 Express” (2004, Fantasy) | (1994) Tim Allen, Judge | Tavis Smiley Jeopardy! FNG Useful benefits. That 70s Show sissippi at West Virginia. | Yo Momma 

18:00 Dr. Phil soothe Hao elas paras takes Nightly Business Report | World News-Gibson Around the Services Two and a Half Men (Same-day Tape) The Simpsons 

18:30 Animated. A conductor , Nightline Around the Services Downrange Two and a Half Men Family Guy 

19:00 |The Dr. Oz Show guides a boy to the North | Movie “The Santa Clause | The O’Reilly Factor Rules of Engagement Week-Pentagon White House Christmas | College Basketball Illinois | The Hills 

19:30 Pole. 2” (2002, Comedy) Tim Al- (:25) 30 Rock The American Veteran 2009 vs. Missouri. From St. Louis. College Life 
20:00 | Access Hollywood Movie “Dr. Seuss’How _|/°"- Santa must get marred) Countdown With Keith | ER “Haunted” Briefing Encore Cold Case ‘Roller Gir” _| Same-day Tape) The Real World 
20:30 |The King of Queens the Grinch Stole Christ- Order tO KEEP DIS JO0. | Olbermann Fit For Duty 
21:00 |The Young and the Rest- Ce ene ane Movie “The Santa Clause | Today The Jay Leno Show Battleground Army Wives “M.I.A.” SportsCenter From G’s to Gents Net- 
21:30 | less : 3: The Escape Clause” Recon Revisited working party. 
22:00 |General Hospital Touched by an Angel “The (2006, Comedy) Tim Allen. Today Pacific Report Around the Services Seinfeld “The Stall” NFL Replay SportsNation Colin Cow- 
22:30 Christmas Watch” (:45) Movie “The Santa The Tonight Show With —_| Pacific Report Friends herd and Michelle Beadle. 
23:00 _|Days of our Lives Touched by an Angel “An |Clause” (1994, Comedy) | America’s Newsroom _| Conan O’Brien Briefing Encore Two and a Half Men Attack of the Show! 
23:30 Angel on My Tree” Tim Allen, Judge Reinhold. Late Show W/Letterman | The Grill Sergeants Two and a Half Men NFL Replay 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2009 

00:00 Oprah Winfrey To Be Announced (10:45) The Santa Clause ) Newsroom Late Show W/Letterman | Army Newswatch Late Night With Jimmy —_| (11:30) NFL Replay MTV Hits Playlist 
00:30 (:40) Movie “The Santa The Late Late Show With |Downrange Fallon 

1:00 | Wheel of Fortune Movie “Dr. Seuss’ How —_| Clause 2” (2002) Tim MSNBC Live Craig Ferguson This Week in the Pentagon| Burn Notice “Double SportsCenter X Play 

1:30 | Jeopardy! the Grinch Stole Christ- | Allen, Elizabeth Mitchell. Judge Judy Fit For Duty Booked” Yo Momma 

mas” (2000, Fantasy) Jim | Santa must get married in : ae : _ — 

2:00 _| Headline News Carrey, Jeffrey Tambor order to keep his job. Happening Now Hell’s Kitchen “4 Chefs” | The American Veteran Lipstick Jungle Nico tries | SportsCenter The Simpsons 

2:30 _ | ATS/AFN Report Christine Baranski  _| (:40) Movie “The Santa Around the Services to adjust to life as a widow. Family Guy 

3:00  |Rules of Engagement —_| Touched by an Angel ‘The| Clause 3: The Escape =| Newsroom Oprah Winfrey Downrange Medium “Burn Baby Burn” | College Football San The Hills 

3:30 | (:25) 30 Rock Christmas Watch” Saar tear ageieL All Hands TV (Part 2 of 2) Diego County Credit Union | College Life 

4:00 __|ER Morris surprises Neela | Touched by an Angel “An (elizabeth Mitchell | MSNBC Live Dr. Phil Recon Revisited Seinfeld “The Stall Ue ono The Real World 

4:30 __|With an unanticipated guest.| Angel on My Tree” (:25) Behind the Scenes State Dept Briefing Friends — 

5:00 _| The Jay Leno Show Teletubbies “Christmas Tree”) (4:55) Hot Holiday Movies | Studio B With Shepard __| Final Score Battleground Namaste Yoga From G’s to Gents Net- 
5:30 Pooh and Christmas (:25) Movie “Silver Bells” | Smith Headline News Around the Services Total Body Sculpt With Gilad working party. 

6:00 | Headline News Santa Claus Is Comin’ _| (2005, Drama) Anne Heche, | The Situation Room With |Good Morning America _ | Fort Hood on Track Chic and Easy SportsNation Colin Cow- 
6:30 |The Tonight Show With | to Town Tate Donovan, Michael Mitchell.) Wolf Blitzer This Week in the Pentagon| Cooking for Real Outside the Lines herd and Michelle Beadle. 
7:00 | Conan O’Brien Red Boots for Christmas |(:15) Movie “Christmas | Glenn Beck Good Morning America | Downrange E! News Entertainment news.| SportsNation Colin Cow- | Attack of the Show! 
7:30  |Late ShowWith David —_|Little Shepherd in Wonderland” (2007) Around the Services The Daily 10 herd and Michelle Beadle. 

8:00 | Letterman The Very First Noel Heel li 2 | Around the Services Disney Parks Christmas | Briefing Encore ER ‘I Don’t” SportsCenter MTV Hits Playlist 

8:30 |The Late Late Show With | Little Drummer Boy ‘ya Canadian mall Y NBC Nightly News Day Parade Disney charac-| Recon 

9:00 _ | Craig Ferguson Adolphus Christmas (:05) Movie “A Christmas | World News-Gibson ters parade. Fit For Duty Army Wives “A Tribe Is Sports 

9:30 | Judge Judy Parade Story” (1983) Peter Billing- | CBS Evening News What’s New Scooby-Doo? | Around the Services Born” College Football Live 

10:00 |Hell’s Kitchen “4 Chefs’ | All Grown Up oo Maret eee rea The NewsHour With Jim _| Air Force Band of the Pacific:| Recon Revisited Grey’s Anatomy “Here’s to | College Football Sheraton 

10:30 Mickey’s Christmas Carol BB an g Lehrer Sounds of the Season (N) State Dept Briefing Future Days” Hawaii Bowl -- Nevada VS. 

11:00 | Oprah Winfrey Robbie the Reindeer-Fire | (10:50) Movie “Miracle on | Hannity Christmas Eve Service _| Fit For Duty Judge Judy et tee rom 

11:30 Robbie-Reindeer-Legend | 4th Street” (1947, Fantasy) From Crystal Cathedral / AFN Europe Report Judge Alex 

12:00 | Dr. Phil How Grinch Stole Christmas Maureen O'Hara, John Payne. Anderson Cooper 360 Holiday Notes From Home| FNG Useful benefits. CSI: Crime Scene Investi- FIM Motocross Race 1 in 
12:30 Shrek the Halls (:40) Movie “White Christ- Air Force Reserve Band. (N)| Fit For Duty gation “Primum Non Nocere” France. 

13:00 | CBS Evening News A Charlie Brown Christmas| mas” (1954, Musical Com- |Special Report With Bret |The Young and the Rest- | Battleground Challenge SportsCenter 

13:30 |ESPNEWS Charlie Brown rela A pate ed Baier less Around the Services SportsCenter NFL Live 

14:00 _| The FOX Report With Movie “Christmas in Ca- ys save an innkeeper _ | Campbell Brown General Hospital Briefing Encore Emeril Live 2009 National League 
14:30 Shepard Smith naan” (2009, Drama) Billy | from ruin. Downrange Plays of the Year 
15:00 _ | NBC Nightly News Fay Cyrus, Zak Ludwig, (2:50) Movie “ifs aWon- | Your World With Neil | Days of our Lives AFN Europe Report | How Do | Look? SportsCenter 2009 American League 
15:30 |World News-Gibson ; derful Life” (1946) James | Cavuto Recon Revisited Plays of the Year 
16:00 [Disney Parks Christmas | Movie “The Chronicles Se i ri ial The Rachel Maddow Oprah Winfrey Fit For Duty MythBusters Dirty car gets ) SportsCenter NFL Total Access 
16:30 | Day Parade Disney charac-| of Narnia: The Lion, the | tom suicide. Show Battleground better gas mileage. 

17:00 ters parade. (e008 ena) Tia (:15) Movie “Deck the Around the Services Wheel of Fortune Army Newswatch King of the Hill “Snow Job”| SportsCenter X Play 

17:30 _ |What's New Scooby-Doo? | Swinton, Georgie Henley, see Sa ree Tavis Smiley Jeopardy! EXchange on Air That ’70s Show Yo Momma 

18:00 | Air Force Band of the Pacific: | Skandar Keynes. Broderick N eighbors clash Nightly Business Report | World News-Gibson Around the Services Two and a Half Men The Simpsons 

18:30 | Sounds of the Season (N) | Movie “The Chronicles of | over decoration glare. Nightline Around the Services Downrange Two and a Half Men Inside the NFL Family Guy 

19:00 |Christmas Eve Service Narnia: Prince Caspian” Movie “Elf” (2003, Com- | The O'Reilly Factor The 11th Annual A Home for| Today's Air Force Better Off Ted World Poker Tour From 
49:30 _ | From Crystal Cathedral Sanat Koves the? ‘ ed) i Forel James the Holidays With Faith Hill [ail Hands TV New Adv.-Old Christine | SportsCenter Niagara Falls, Canada. 
20:00 Holiday Notes From Home| vengie children find Narnia Satie waretcole Search Countdown With Keith —_| L.A. Holiday Celebration 2009| Briefing Encore Royal Pains “Crazy Love” 
20:30 __ | Air Force Reserve Band. (N)|in the grip of civil war. for his family Olbermann Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. Fit For Duty College Football Sheraton 
21:00 |The Young and the Rest- |Friday Night Lights Tami | (8:55) Movie “Fred Claus” | Today Barbara Walters- Most Fas-| Battleground The Closer “Elysian Fields” | Hawaii Bowl -- Nevada vs. | South Park “Cow Days” 
54:30 ess goes into labor. (2007) Vince Vaughn, Paul cinating People of 2009 — | Recon Revisited oe Methodist. From [eo ith Park Alien reality show. 
22:00 _ |General Hospital Friday Night Lights “Bad olde ae cae Today Pacific Report Around the Services Seinfeld “The Dinner Party” , SportsNation Colin Cow- 
22:30 Ideas” First day of school. |; jeopardy. The Simpsons Pacific Report Friends herd and Michelle Beadle. 
23:00 | Days of our Lives The Happy Elf (:05) Movie “Santa Baby” | America’s Newsroom The Simpsons Briefing Encore Two and a Half Men Attack of the Show! 
23:30 (2006, Comedy) Jenny The Simpsons All Hands TV Two and a Half Men 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2009 

00:00 | Oprah Winfrey Movie “The Chronicles of | (11:05) Movie “Santa Baby” | Newsroom The Simpsons Today’s Air Force Late Night With Jimmy —_| REAL Sports With Bryant | MTV Hits Playlist 
00:30 Narnia: Prince Caspian” | (2006) Jenny McCarthy. The Simpsons Downrange Fallon Gumbel 

1:00 | Wheel of Fortune Saar Kovves. The be (12:50) Movie “Deck the MSNBC Live The Simpsons Recon Scrubs “My Princess” SportsCenter X Play 

1:30 | Jeopardy! vensie children find Narnia | Halls” (2006, Comedy) Danny Judge Judy Fit For Duty My Name Is Earl Yo Momma 

2:00 Headline News in the grip of civil war, | DeVito, Matthew Broderick. | Ha cening Now Hell’s Kitchen “3 Chefs” _| The Grill Sergeants One Tree Hill “All of a Sud- | Sports The Simpsons 

2:30 | ATS/AFN Report The Simpsons (:35) Movie “Elf” (2003, Around the Services den | Miss Everyone” Family Guy 

3:00 | The 11th Annual A Home for| Friday Night Lights Tami | Comedy) Will Ferrell, Newsroom Oprah Winfrey Downrange Third Watch “Superheroes” World Poker Tour From 
3:30 __|the Holidays With Faith Hill | goes into labor. iat ane pace AFN Europe Report (Part 1 of 2) Niagara Falls, Canada. 
4:00 _|L.A. Holiday Celebration 2009/ Friday Night Lights “Bad | for his family. : MSNBC Live Dr. Phil EXchange on Air Seinfeld “The Dinner Party” 

4:30 Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. Ideas” First day of school. Movie “Fred Claus” (2007, State Dept Briefing Friends 

5:00 _| Barbara Walters- Most Fas-| Barney & Friends Comedy) Vince Vaughn, Paul |Studio BWith Shepard /Good Morning America _ | Battleground Namaste Yoga South Park “Cow Days” 
5:30 | cinating People of 2009 | Qobi Giamatti, Miranda Richardson.| Smith Around the Services _| Total Body Sculpt With Gilad| College Football Live | South Park Alien reality show. 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2009 
AFN/prime Atlantic AFN/family AFN/movie AFN/news AFN/prime Pacific PENTAGON AFN/spectrum AFN/sports AFN/xtra 

15:00 | NBC Nightly News (2:00) Movie “Christmas | (2:50) Movie “It’s a Your World With Neil Days of our Lives AFN Europe Report How Do | Look? SportsCenter 2009 American League 
15:30 _ | World News-Gibson in Canaan” (2009, Drama) | Wonderful Life” (1946, Cavuto Recon Revisited Plays of the Year 
16:00 _| Disney Parks Christmas | Movie “The Chronicles Sa : abe The Rachel Maddow Oprah Winfrey Fit For Duty MythBusters Dirty car gets | SportsCenter NFL Total Access 
16:30 | Day Parade Disney charac-| of Narnia: The eae the .. [Lionel Barrymore. Show Battleground better gas mileage. 

17:00 ters parade. ons tess La (:15) Movie “Deck the Around the Services Wheel of Fortune Army Newswatch King of the Hill SportsCenter X Play 

17:30 _ |What's New Scooby-Doo? | ton, Georgie venley Snte ad enue Tavis Smiley Jeopardy! EXchange on Air That ’70s Show Yo Momma 

18:00 _| Air Force Band of the Pa- cl ae de aa glare. Nightly Business Report | World News-Gibson Around the Services Two and a Half Men The Simpsons 

18:30 _ | cific: Sounds of the Season | lovie “The Chronicles of Nightline Around the Services Downrange Two and a Half Men Inside the NFL Family Guy 

19:00 [Christmas Eve Service | Narnia: Prince Caspian” | Movie “Elf” (2003) Will __—_| The O’Reilly Factor 11th Annual A Home for | Today’s Air Force Better Off Ted World Poker Tour From 
49:30 | From Crystal Cathedral Clete ea A Ferrell, James Caan. A man the Holidays With Faith Hill Ai Hands TV New Adv.-Old Christine _ | SportsCenter Niagara Falls, Canada. 
20:00 | Holiday Notes From Home| nia in the grip of civil war. sea pean 0) Countdown With Keith |L.A. Holiday Celebration | Briefing Encore Royal Pains “Crazy Love” 
20:30 _ | Ai Force Reserve Band. Olbermann 2009 Fit For Duty College Football Sheraton 
21:00 |The Young and the Rest- | Friday Night Lights Tami | (8:55) Movie “Fred Claus” | Today Barbara Walters- Most Fas-| Battleground The Closer “Elysian Fields” | Hawaii Bowl -- Nevada vs. | South Park “Cow Days” 
54:30 | less goes into labor. (2007) Vince Vaughn. cinating People of 2009 | Recon Revisited vat Methodist. From “South Park “Canceled” 
22:00 |General Hospital Friday Night Lights “Bad sata cee 3 Today Pacific Report Around the Services Seinfeld SportsNation Colin Cow- 
22:30 Ideas” First day of school. jeopardy. The Simpsons Pacific Report Friends herd and Michelle Beadle. 
23:00 | Days of our Lives The Happy Elf (:05) Movie “Santa Baby” | America’s Newsroom The Simpsons Briefing Encore Two and a Half Men Attack of the Show! 
23:30 (2006) Jenny McCarthy. The Simpsons All Hands TV Two and a Half Men 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2009 

00:00 | Oprah Winfrey Movie “The Chronicles of | (11:05) Movie “Santa Baby” | Newsroom The Simpsons Today’s Air Force Late Night With Jimmy —_| REAL Sports With Bryant | MTV Hits Playlist 
00:30 Narnia: Prince Caspian” | (2006) Jenny McCarthy. The Simpsons Downrange Fallon Gumbel 

1:00 | Wheel of Fortune ne Georgie Henley, (12:50) Movie “Deck the MSNBC Live The Simpsons Recon Scrubs “My Princess” SportsCenter X Play 

andar Keynes. The Pe- 

1:30 | Jeopardy! vensie children find Narnia. | Halls” (2006, Comedy) Danny Judge Judy Fit For Duty My Name Is Earl Yo Momma 

2:00 | Headline News in the grip of civil war, | DeVHo, Matthew Broderick. He caning Now Hell’s Kitchen “3 Chefs” |The Grill Sergeants | One Tree Hill “All of a Sud- | Sports The Simpsons 

2:30 _ | ATS/AFN Report The Simpsons (:35) Movie “Elf” (2003, Around the Services —_| den | Miss Everyone” Family Guy 

3:00 | The 11th Annual A Home for! Friday Night Lights Tami | Comedy) Will Ferrell, Newsroom Oprah Winfrey Downrange Third Watch “Superheroes” World Poker Tour From 
3-30 _ | the Holidays With Faith Hill | goes into labor. clita om sn AFN Europe Report (Part 1 of 2) Niagara Falls, Canada. 
4:00 _|L.A. Holiday Celebration 2009) Friday Night Lights “Bad | for his family. i MSNBC Live Dr. Phil EXchange on Air Seinfeld “The Dinner Party” 

4:30 Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. Ideas” First day of school. Movie “Fred Claus” (2007) State Dept Briefing Friends 

5:00 _| Barbara Walters- Most Fas-| Barney & Friends Vince Vaughn, Paul Gia- | Studio BWith Shepard |Good Morning America _| Battleground Namaste Yoga South Park “Cow Days” 
5:30 | cinating People of 2009 | Gobi eee Around the Services | Total Body Sculpt With Gilad| College Football Live | South Park Alen reality show. 
6:00 __| Headline News Sesame Street coped The Situation Room With | Good Morning America | This Week in the Pentagon | Easy Entertaining Sports SportsNation Colin Cow- 
6:30 _| The Simpsons (:45) Movie “He Got Wolf Blitzer Pacific Report Ace of Cakes Jim Rome ls Burning _ | herd and Michelle Beadle. 
7:00 |The Simpsons My Friend Rabbit Game” (1998, Drama) —_| Glenn Beck Dragon Dragon adopts a cat.) Downrange FitTV’s Housecalls Around the Horn Attack of the Show! 
7:30 |The Simpsons Clifford’s Puppy Days Be ee Ribert & Robert's Around the Services Pardon the Interruption 

8:00 _| The Simpsons Charlie & Lola high-school basketball star | Around the Services Maya & Miguel “Career Day”| Briefing Encore Clean House SportsCenter MTV Hits Playlist 
8:30 _| The Simpsons Mickey Mouse Clubhouse | faces his estranged father. | NBC Nightly News Tutenstein Recon Revisited 

9:00 _| The Simpsons Sid the Science Kid (:05) Movie “Annie Hall” | World News-Gibson Entertainment Studios.com | Fit For Duty MythBusters “Western Sports Sports 

9:30 | Judge Judy Phineas and Ferb (1977, Comedy) Woody —_| BS Evening News Criss Angel Mindfreak | VA News Myths” Western myths. 

10:00 [Hell's Kitchen 3 Chefs” [The Buzz on Maggie | (rcv vlan’ Keaton. \ Mew! The NewsHour With Jim [Ax Men The final week oflog- | Recon Revisited How Do They Do It? 

10:30 American Dragon: Jake Long| kooky lost love. Lehrer ging’s toughest season begins. | State Dept Briefing How Do They Do It? 

11:00 | Oprah Winfrey My Life as a Teenage Robot] (10:55) Movie “Purple Hannity ESPNEWS Fit For Duty Time Warp 

11:30 Static Shock “Power Outage”) Rain” (1984) Prince, Apol- ESPNEWS Freestyle Iraq Time Warp 

12:00 | Dr. Phil Teen Kids News lonia Kotero. A musician Anderson Cooper 360 College Basketball Hawai- | FNG Useful benefits. Latin Lifestyles Sports 

overcomes stiff opposition Nanerte 

12:30 Grossology “Yack Attack” | to become famous. lan Airlines Diamond Head | Fit For Duty Urban Style 

13:00 |CBS Evening News Out There Movie “The Girl Next Special Report With Bret re Battleground Designed to Sell 

13:30 |ESPNEWS The Saddle Club Door” (2004) Emile Hirsch, | Baier (live) | Around the Services Tyler’s Ultimate 

14:00 | NBC Nightly News Faithful Friends Fish Cuthbert & teen (IS Campbell Brown Access Hollywood FNG Useful benefits. | Chopped 

14:30 | World News-Gibson Crocodile Hunter's Croc Files | he a porn star. Army Newswatch 

15:00 | Dragon Dragon adopts a cat.| Animal Miracles (2:55) Movie “Training Your World With Neil Deadliest Catch The last few| AFN Europe Report Lost The group learns of Locke,| SportsCenter Sports 

15:30 | Ribert & Robert’s Day” (2001) Denzel Wash- | Cavuto weeks of king crab season. |The Grill Sergeants Eko and Desmond's fate. 

16:00 | Maya & Miguel “Career Day”| Hercules: The Legendary ington. A rookie cop meets The Rachel Maddow Law & Order The murder | Fit For Duty Stargate Atlantis A Replicator) SportsCenter 

: ‘ + 1,¢"| 2 corrupt Los Angeles faa 

16:30 | Tutenstein Journeys “Les Contemptibles’| - arenes OHICEL Show of an automobile mechanic. | Battleground attack forces Atlantis to sink. 

17:00 | Naruto Rugrats Kwanzaa Movie “Nine Months” Around the Services Extreme Makeover: Home | Ft. Hood on Track King of the Hill SportsCenter Special Top 20 Countdown 
17:30 _ | Instant Star The Proud Family (1995) Hugh Grant, Jul- | Tavis Smiley Edition “Ruiz Family” This Week in the Pentagon | That 70s Show (Part 1 of 2) 

18:00 _| Entertainment Studios.com| Bindi the Jungle Girl “Vegas ralea etn ce Nightly Business Report | World News-Gibson Recon The King of Queens Top 20 Countdown 
18:30 |Criss Angel Mindfreak —|'0 LA’ Bindi travels Route 66. | -an's easygoing lifestyle. _| Nightline ESPNEWS Recon Revisited Everybody Loves Raymond] Inside the NFL 

19:00 | Ax Men The final week of log- | Meerkat Manor: The Story | Movie “Kung Fu Panda” | The O'Reilly Factor One Tree Hill “Messin’ With | Army Newswatch Gary Unmarried ECW 

19:30 ging’s toughest season begins. | Begins The story of Flower, | (2008) Voices of Jack the Kid” This Week in the Pentagon |The Big Bang Theory SportsCenter 

20:00 | Access Hollywood leader of the Whiskers clan.) Black, Animate ‘A noodle ‘Countdown With Keith [CSI:NY “Point ofNo | The Grill Sergeants Psych ‘High Noon-ish’” WWE SmackDown! 
20:30 matt A leery Olbermann Return” Fit For Duty Tourist attraction. Sports 

21:00 | Deadliest Catch The last few| Friday Night Lights “Are —_| (8:50) Movie “The Preach- | Today America’s Most Wanted: | Battleground Monk “Mr. Monk's Favorite 

21:30 | weeks of king crab season. | You Ready for Friday Night?” er’s Wife” (1996) Denzel America Fights Back Balad and Beyond Show” 

22:00 |Law & Order The murder | Movie “The Cheetah Girls: A al a Headline News All Hands TV Saturday Night Live SportsNation Colin Cow- 
22:30 | of an automobile mechanic. | One World” (2008) Adri- | 4 icat-toned wife. Futurama Pacific Report herd and Michelle Beadle. 
23:00 _| One Tree Hill ‘Messin’ With | 1° tee (:10) Movie “Big Momma’s| MSNBC Live The Game Derwin is teased. | Army Newswatch Sports Attack of the Show! 
23:30 _ | the Kid” a@amnusical House 2” (2006) Nia Long The Class Freestyle Iraq Austin City Limits 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2009 

00:00 CSI:NY “Point of No The Simpsons (11:10) Movie “Big Momma’s| Bulls and Bears Cold Case “Thrill Kill’ Recon (11:30) Austin City Limits | (11:00) Sports Top 20 Countdown 
00:30 _| Return’ The Simpsons House 2” (2006) Nia Long | Cavuto on Business This Week in the Pentagon | Keeping Up-Kardashians 

1:00 | America’s Most Wanted: |The Simpsons (:05) Movie “Saw” (2004, | Forbes on FOX Bones “The Soccer Mom in| FNG Useful benefits. Trading Spouses: Meet Your Top 20 Countdown 
1:30 America Fights Back The Simpsons Horror) Cary Elwes, Danny Cashin’ In the Mini-Van” Fit For Duty New Mommy (Part 2 of 2) 

2:00 _—‘| Sports Friday Night Lights “Are ape ea His tary Newsroom Women’s Murder Club “Gran-| Around the Services Boston Legal “Trial of the Sports 

2:30 You Ready for Friday Night?” will die: nies, Drugs & Love Mints” Around the Services Century’ 

3:00 Movie “The Cheetah Girls:| Movie “Kung Fu Panda” | Wall Street Journal Report/ One Tree Hill “Messin’ With | Around the Services Judging Amy “Crime and 

3:30 One World” (2008) Adri- (2008) Voices of Jack Our World With the Kid” Around the Services Puzzlement” 

4:00 Girls ne set ince Newsroom a NY “Point of No Around the Services Seat zie “Aimee | Sports 

4:30 in a musical. martial artist. saad First Air Force Now ll 

5:00 Barney & Friends (4:50) Movie “The Preach- | Glenn Beck America’s Most Wanted: | Battleground Namaste Yoga Sports 

5:30 Oobi er’s Wife” (1996, Fantasy) America Fights Back FNG Useful benefits. Total Body Sculpt With Gilad 
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Similar case treated differently 


In regard to the case of the Army soldier 
from Torii Station accused of the hit-and- 
run death of an Okinawan man in Yomi- 
tan (“Japan protesters seek SOFA change: 
Yomitan residents want soldier accused of 
hit-and-run turned over,” article, Dec. 16), 
where is the equal justice for Americans if 
the reverse should happen? 

In July, a dear friend of mine was riding 
her bicycle early in the morning, training 
for a marathon. The driver of the car that 
hit her fled the scene, leaving her for dead 
(“Okinawa man held in alleged hit and 
run,” article, July 29). [He turned himself 


Doonesbury 
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in later in the day and was questioned by 
Okinawa police. | 

This same woman just received news 
that the man who nearly killed her received 
only a year and a half in jail, and that sen- 
tence is being suspended for five years! So 
he’1I [likely] serve no time in jail. 

This woman endured a crushed spine, 
two rods, eight screws and 51 days in hos- 
pitals — not to mention that she and her 
family had to leave the island and go back 
to the States, so she could receive the need- 
ed surgeries to repair her body. 

Shouldn’t justice go both ways? We 
Americans here on the island realize that 
we live in a foreign country, but a human 
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life is a human life no matter what country 
we’re from, so why should a local resident 
not receive the same harsh punishment 
that we Americans receive when the tables 
are turned? 

I surely hope that the outcome of my 
friend’s case has some bearing on our cur- 
rent Army soldier’s case. It sure sounds like 
the Japanese government is trying to throw 
the book at the American soldier, when all 
that local driver received for nearly killing 
my friend was a slap on the wrist. 

Rebecca Burkhalter 
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa 


By GARRY TRUDEAU 
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Looking at 
the news 


A weekly sampling of 
U.S. editorial cartoons 
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Four killed in 
house fire 


CONWAY 
Authorities say 
a woman and her three 
young children died in 
a house fire in central 
Arkansas. ~_ 

Conway Fire Chief 5J | 
Bart Castleberry says | 
firefighters arrived 
to find flames com- 
ing from the front 
and both sides of the home. 

Police Lt. Susan Wilson said all 
four victims were found inside the 
home. 

Castleberry says investigators 
have not determined the cause of 
the fire. 


Mom dials 911 to report 
‘Grand Theft Auto’ issue 


VA BOSTON Police 


say a frustrated Bos- 
ton woman called 911 to say she 
couldn’t get her 14-year-old son to 
stop playing video games and go to 
sleep. 

Police spokesman Officer Joe 
Zanoli said the mother called to 
say that the teenager also walked 
around the house and turned on all 
the lights. 

Two officers who responded to 
the house persuaded the child to 
obey his mother. 

The Boston Herald first report- 
ed the 911 call, saying the boy was 
playing the popular “Grand Theft 
Auto” game. 


New home for pugs 
whose owner killed self 


NE OMAHA — Two small 


dogs that police say fed 
on the body of their owner after 
he killed himself are headed to 
Indiana. 

The Nebraska Humane Society 
says the two pugs, named Harry 
and Sally, will meet an unidentified 
Indiana couple that was selected 
from more than 250 individuals or 
families interested in adopting the 
dogs. 

The couple has owned pugs for 
several years and has been looking 
to rescue more. 

The pugs were found with their 
former owner earlier this month. 
Police said an autopsy showed the 
man had been dead for about two 
weeks of a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. 


Parking spot fight ends 
with ice-pick stabbing 


SPRINGFIELD — A 

Missouri teenager is 
accused of stabbing a man with an 
ice pick in a dispute over a parking 
spot. 

Caitlen Watkins, 18, of Spring- 
field was charged in Greene Coun- 
ty with first-degree assault and 
armed criminal action. 

According to court documents, 
Watkins and a passenger in her 
car confronted another driver in 
the parking lot of a shopping cen- 
ter after he took a parking place 
Watkins wanted. 

Witnesses told police a fight 
broke out and the other driver was 
stabbed half a dozen times with a 
wooden-handled, 5-inch ice pick. 
Police say the other driver suf- 
fered a punctured kidney. 

A judge set Watkins’ bond at 
$75,000. She did not have a lawyer. 
She has not yet had a hearing or 
entered a plea. 
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Ex-plantation workers 
buying company homes 


eal HONOLULU — First Ha- 
S88 waiian Bank says many 
Poamoho Camp residents have 
begun the process of purchasing 
their former plantation homes 
north of Wahiawa in Central 
Oahu. 

The bank said qualified residents 
have been offered the opportu- 
nity to purchase their single-fam- 
ily homes for an average price of 
$120,000, or less than half the cur- 
rent market price. 

Del Monte Hawaii had told some 
300 current and former pineapple 
plantation workers in 2004 that it 
was closing Poamoho Camp and 
they would soon be evicted from 
their homes. 


Birth defects at issue in 
waste dump expansion 


C KETTLEMAN CITY — 

Officials overseeing a tiny 
central California farming commu- 
nity are expected to consider the 
expansion of the largest toxic waste 
dump in the West amid growing 
concerns about a spike in the town’s 
number of birth defects. 

Chemical Waste Management 
Inc. wants to increase its 1,600- 
acre facility near Kettleman City, 
a town of 1,500 in the San Joaquin 
Valley. The proposal is slowly mov- 
ing through the permitting pro- 
cess and faces a vote by the Kings 
County supervisors. 





Flat Stanley delivers 


Anna Chelseth, 9, holds the 
storybook character Flat Stanley 
that she sent to President Barack 
Obama next to the photos and 

a typed letter she received in 
return in Duluth, Minn. 








Activists want the 
supervisors to reject 
it. Of20 children known 
born in Kettleman City 
between September 2007 
and November 2008, five 
had a cleft in their palate 
or lips. 


* Couple gives gift 


to cancer hospital 


J K KANSAS CITY 

— A Texas couple 

is donating $10 million to the 

University of Kansas Hospital to 

support the University of Kansas 
Cancer Center. 

The gift from Joe and Jean 
Brandmeyer, of El Paso, will cre- 
ate an endowed chair in radiation 
oncology. 

The funds will also support ef- 
forts to help the center achieve 
National Cancer Institute designa- 
tion. The designation would allow 
the center to attract more federal 
grants, clinical trials and research 
programs. 


Garage comes up with 
slick ad campaign 


ROCKWALL — A Texas 

auto shop is poking fun at 
President Barack Obama’s Nobel 
Prize win. 

Getting an oil change at Hori- 
zon Auto Center in Rockwall gets 
customers a sticker reading “Con- 
ferred for the effort and peaceful 
intention of getting the oil and fil- 
ter changed.” 

Conservatives and others have 
criticized Obama’s win of the Nobel 
Prize during his first year in office. 

The president accepted the award 
as a Call to action. 


Wall Street player pleads 
not guilty in scheme 


NEW YORK — Wealthy 

hedge fund operator Raj 
Rajaratnam and a_ codefendant 
pleaded not guilty to charges they 
were major players in a scheme 
that used inside information to 
make stock trades that generated 
millions of dollars in profits. 

Prosecutors, who have described 
the case as a “wake up call for Wall 
Street,” promised to hand over to 
defense attorneys 100 hours of in- 
tercepted phone calls made over 
eight months that they say impli- 
cate the defendants. 

Sri Lankan-born Rajaratnam, 52, 
of Manhattan, with an estimated 
$1.3 billion in net worth, and Dani- 
elle Chiesi, 43, of New York City, 
were indicted on conspiracy and 
securities-fraud charges after their 
October arrest. Both free on bail, 
they were friendly to one another 
in court. 


Social worker vindicated 
in child’s health case 


MCALLEN — A federal 

appeals court has sided 
with a social worker who entered 
a south Texas home seeking a 12- 
year-old whose parents refused to 
allow radiation treatment for her 
cancer. 

The Sth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals reversed a lower ruling and 
says a Department of Family Pro- 
tective Service’s caseworker had 
qualified immunity in 2005 when 
she entered the home of Katie 
Wernecke of Agua Dulce. 

The caseworker had a court 
order to take the child into protec- 
tive custody. 
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Marco Svoboda, volunteer director of Georgetown 
University’s meditation center, reads before a 
session. It’s difficult to persuade agenda-packed, 


Relax a bit 


competition-driven students to take time to slow down, he said. 


—— <= , 
An art piece called “Typewriter Eraser, 
Scale X” is part of the latest opening 
along the Las Vegas strip at CityCenter. 





A Star Wars Stormtrooper 
walks the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange. 
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Horoscope 


Venus skates into Capricorn with 
a flourish, hitting all the right moves. 
Tradition and etiquette are important 
to Venus in Capricorn, and there 
willbe a resonance to annual rituals. 
Doing things the way they've always 
beendone will seem right and even 
somehow fresh. Relax into 
the program,especially if it 
ie i sharing with loved 
ones. 


y 


TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Dec. 25). You have a tal- 
ent with words, and you'll 
choose the specific ones 
that open doors, create lov- 
ing bonds and encourage 
lucrative business. January 
ends a pesky problem for 
good. March features a fam- 
ily responsibility. In April, 
the charitable work you do will lead 
to new relationships and increased 
influence. Cancer and Virgo people 
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 


50, 11, 5, 43 and 14. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19). 


Loved ones depend on you to add 
humor, colorand sparkling conversa- 
tion to the festivities. So even as you 
honortime-tested traditions, don’t be 
afraid to create one of your own. 


TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
It’s effortless for you to express ex- 
actlywhat’s in your heart. You have 
nothing to hide, and the purity of 
yourmessage makes it easily relayed. 
Keep the good vibes rolling! 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
You're able to extract the best from 
everythingyou experience. Your buoy- 
ant mood is transferred to whomever 
you get closeto. Your very nearness is 
a gift to others. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
You'll learn a secret, enjoy some- 
thing that ismade at home with love 
and find out that you care more for 
a certain someonethan you ever have 
before. This all occurs while you are 
busy sharing gladtidings. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You'll 


PSE Ey ve AT 


Holiday 





learn about yourself by objective- 
lyobserving the way you interact with 
loved ones. You're a witness to your 
ownbehavior. Understanding your na- 
ture connects you closely with others. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You 
spontaneously make the right choices. 
Youdon'’t have to think about it. You 
just know where you're supposed to 
be andwhat you're supposed to say 


and say it joyfully. 
Mathis 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). The day is a 
flurry of activity — shar- 
ing, healing, singing, 
laughing, eating —and 
it all happens at the per- 
fect moment. Your heart 
is a symphony of emo- 
tion, and you are danc- 
ing to it. 





SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 21). Give yourself 
a gift. It won't be the least bit selfish for 
you to do this, because it will honor 
your otherrelationships. All of your 
relationships reflect your relationship 
with yourself. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). You are an integral part of the 
proceedings. Someone waits for you. 
It feels wonderful to be needed and 
adored, and you are -- more than you 
could ever know. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). Commemorate the day by doing 
something you've never done before. 
You can’t go wrong — even if you 
mess up, you'll create a memory for 
yourself and your loved ones. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Your personal magnetism swells right 
along with your quick intelligence. 
You can solve any problem, avert any 
crisisand please a room full of people 
by just being yourself. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
Your generosity will be much appre- 
ciated, especially because it repre- 
sents a spiritual bigness. You take the 
time to listen to others and deliver just 
the kind of attention they can most 
appreciate. 
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SUDOKU 


Difficulty: Very Hard 


Fill in the boxes 

so that each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
square includes the 
digits 1 through 9. 

For solution, tips and 
computer program, 
see www.sudoku.com 


Yesterday’s solution 
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AND AT THIG VERY 
MOMENT YOU'RE STRAPPED 
TO A GURNEY IN THE 
MENTAL CARE CENTER 
TO WHICH | HAD YOU 
COMMITTED? 


YOU SAY YOU INTERVIEWED 
A DEMON NAMED LA 
LLORONA WHO SUCKS THE 
SOULS RIGHT OUT OF 
LITTLE CHILDREN? 


oT 
LY. 
BUT WAS IT OCCURRED TO 
YOU THAT MAYBE YOU HAD 
A PSYCHOTIC BREAK DURING 
OUK LAST THERAPY nn 


NO. NV 
REAL =P 





SHE WAS ACTUALLY 
KIND OF NICE. 
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IT'S NOT THE SIZE OF THE GIFT THAT 
COUNTS ~ IT’S THE SIZE OF THE BOX. 
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LJE COULD SAVE ANOTHER 
STEP BY SETTING UP AN 
ELECTRONIC TRANSFER 

WITH AN ANNUAL 
RECURRING OPTION. 
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BUCKS. 
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Clothing could be sold to shop 


Dear Abby: Will you please 
advise me what to do with a lot of 
really gorgeous women’s apparel? 
I’m talking about top-of-the-line 
shoes, handbags — everything 
you could imagine. 

My mother left all of her things 
to me. I have already 
donated some to char- 
ity, but selling some 
would be nice, too. Any 
suggestions? 

— Vanessa in Austin 

Dear Vanessa: Check 
around to see if there 
are any consignment 
stores in your area that 
deal in high-end mer- 
chandise. I am _ sure 
they would be very in- 
terested in helping you 
sell the items. With the 
economy down, many 
women are on the prowl looking 
for those kind of bargains. You 
might also consider using eBay. 


Dear Abby: A friend for- 
warded me an item she had read 
on the Internet. I have learned a 
lot during my 38 years of living, 


Dear Abby 





and think these important life 
lessons might be something you’d 
like to pass along to your many 
readers. 

1. Respect others, even if they 
don’t respect you. Later in life 
they may remember that respect. 

2. Love with your 
whole heart. It may be 
broken, but you can’t 
say that you never 
loved. 

3. Treat animals 
with kindness, and it 
will be repaid to you a 
hundredfold. 

4. Be honest with the 
people you love. Hon- 
esty really IS the best 
policy. 

5. Admit your mis- 
takes; it shows you are 
human. 

6. Learn from your mistakes, 
but don’t dwell on them. Nega- 
tive thinking will only make you 
depressed. 

7. Tell your family often that 
you love them. You never know 
when it will be the last time you 
get to say it. 


8. Never tell others that their 
dreams are stupid or dumb. Each 
of us is entitled to our dreams. 
Who are we to say they won’t 
come true? 

9. Realize that the only person 
you can change is yourself. 

10. Be thankful for every- 
thing you have. Knowing you are 
blessed isn’t arrogant or cocky 
if you’re truly thankful for your 
blessings. 

— Jennifer in Colorado 

Dear Jennifer: Thank you for 
sending this worthwhile item. I 
am sure my readers will agree 
that it has merit, take it to heart 
and refer to it when it’s needed. I 
would only add that those people 
who respect themselves also tend 
to respect others; people who like 
themselves usually have more 
love to offer to others. 

To my Christian readers, I 
wish each and every one of you 
a very merry and meaningful 





Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek 


a 
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he 
ee hee, I've 
got a straight 


Full 
House! 





WHEN THE WITCHES 
PLAYED POKER, 
THEY RAV === 


NEW BIBLE Jumble Books Go To: http:/Ayww.tyndale com/jumble/ 





Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


YOON ONY OY ON? 
Answer: A 
ed bd bed bb ed heed bed 


Yesterday’s Jumbles: 
Answer: 
Speed Bump 


Strange Brew 








(Answers tomorrow} 
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Horoscope 


Mercury has had more than his 
share of retrogrades this year. For the 
fourth time in 2009, he'll travel back- 
ward (this time through Capricorn) 
and give us the chance to review our 
recent decisions. Upon reflection, you 
may change your mind or alter your 
course, and in some cases, 
you'll be able to stop a mis- 
take before it occurs. 


TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Dec. 26). You decide to 
stay on the lighter, brighter 
side of life, and you con- 
tinue to get happier through 
the year. A friend helps you 
sort out a new career direc- 
tion. A fresh income source 
opens in March. Family ties 
connect you to good fortune 
in April. June features a lov- 
ing promise. Family additions happen 
in September. Aries and Pisces peo- 
ple adore you. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19). 
You'll be something of a rebel, willing 
to stand up and announce that you 
don't accept the prerequisites or prec- 
edents that are being dealt to you and 
your group. There will be many who 
agree with you. 


TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
Mother Teresa once said: “If you love 
until it hurts, there can be no more 
hurt, only more love.” You'll push past 
your previous emotional limits and 
find freedom and happiness on the 
other side. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
Never mind the naysayers, particu- 
larly the ones in your head. You've 
already made a decision to tackle 
your challenge, and all that remains is 
to follow through. You won't feel com- 
pletely relaxed until it’s done. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
People let you into their world because 
they see you as someone who can 
get things done. You are warm and 
friendly, even when you have a seri- 
ous purpose you need to accomplish. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You 
woke up feeling like you could swim 


y 


Holiday 





the English Channel, dig the Suez 
Canal and cure swine flu all by sun- 
down. A confidence like this doesn’t 
come every day. Make the most of it. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
You'll be an expert negotiator, and if 
you choose the right battle, you can 
do some good not only for yourself 
but for an entire group. Ask this one 
question before you proceed: Is the 

potential gain worth the 
Mathis trouble? 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). You come 
across as easy to talk to, 
and that's why people 
around you will seem to 
have loose lips. Children 
in particular will impart 


funny, surprising and 
honest words. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


Nov. 21). A dispute is 
stirring in your sphere. Give it some 
airtime before it grows into something 
truly disruptive. Good communication 
stops little misunderstandings from 
turning into big ones. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). Though your actions may be the 
same, your reasons for acting will be 
different. This changes the outcome. 
You'll make progress where you were 
once thwarted. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). You may be moving more slow- 
ly, but it’s not because you're feeling 
sluggish. What's really going on is 
that you like to savor things: food, 
books, conversations. This is a wel- 
come change of pace. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You are capable of feeling any way 
you want to feel. You'll just have to 
remind yourself of this. Morning mel- 
ancholy will be a temptation, but even 
if you “go there,” it will burn off by 
midday. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
The people who need your opinion 
aren't asking for it. You could take 
hold of the situation, but is it really the 
best use of your time? Consider care- 
fully before you get involved in other 
people's projects. 
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T | Difficulty: Medium 


Fill in the boxes 

so that each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
square includes the 
digits 1 through 9. 

For solution, tips and 
computer program, 
see www.sudoku.com 
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Knight Life Meaning of Lila 
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THAT COP JUST 
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FOR A MISSING BUTTON! 


PARKING TICKET 







WOW , MAc, TOU 

LOOK HUGE IN 
QUIp OR 
SUMMAT. 









DICTION ART 
HERE. 







| heard that, for some unknown reason, 
the inventor of the hammock never got 
around to patenting it. 












Tr was nice TO 
SPENP CHRISTMAS 
WITH YOUR. FAMILY. 
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GRACIE, CAN YOU 
MAKE ME SOAR? 


CHECK THIS OUT, ALICE. 
COFFEE MADE FROM HAND- 
PICKED, LOCALLY GROLWN 
SNOBICA COFFEE BEANS. 





WELL, WE CAN 
WATCH A COOKING 
SHOW AND IMAGINE 
WHAT DELICIOUS FOOD 
TASTES LIKE... 
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JUST THE WAY THAT 
YOU ARE! 
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MAYBE T CAN RELWJORD 
THOSE CHOICES TO 
MAKE US FEEL LESS 
LIKE PSYCHOPATHIC 


OR AN ACTION MOVIE 
90 WE CAN IMAGINE 
KILLING PEOPLE WHILE 
CRACKING JOKES. 


PLEASE 


Dilberticom  DilbertCartocnist@gmail.com 
12-26-09 ©2009 Scatt Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Ine. 





Pace 26 O 


Baby Blues Garfield Frazz 


Jump Start 


Zits 


Red & Rover 


Hagar 


Better or Worse 


FS EE ve A] 























| DON'T WANT TO 
BE THE KID WHO 
GOT THE ELVES 
BUSTED FOR 
PIRACY. 


1 BET THEY 
RAN IT PAST 


coo! 
WHICH ONE? 


WHAT DID YOU GET 
FOR CHRISTMAS 7 
>» 


WHY THE 
WHISPER ? 


ereso 


a 


, f 
x 7 
# my) 
Boe Pea) Y 





LAG Jef take Destributes by Uoted Feature Syrdicate, ‘ro. 


THESE AREN'T FSH OIL 
CAPSULES! You're 
HIPING LEFTOVER 
CHRISTMAS FUSE 
FEOM THE KIDS! 
\ f 7 










@ fant 6ARy Built Paanagouy? OT By we Feotpees dyureare {226 






ater A ewas 
and Im already 
Bick of it 






IS IT UST ME, CR XO? 


YEAH. ANDI GCT THIS 
KON THINK IT WEIRD TO 


ME. PAINT Mi¢ ROOM NEW AMP ANIO-- OH! 


IS SUMMER. OULD SHOW OU SEE. JEREMY TAKING 
= : = AOE IN! Mir MOMS HEAD ON A 


WES! | ae t| TOUR OF THE HOUSE 


a4 Parrenics Thacked es by arg Fueares 2 








Yormreay 
VlassetT 


MOM, ROVER AND I 
SWAPPED CHRISTMAS 


TE pdb ONE AGL, Cow 


Ca) 2 On% Tis TGP Pro aT ETE ES Grou 












LUCKY EDDIE, 7 “NEVER JUDGE AMAN ~ HOW 0a YOU PUT ON His SHOES Z 
LET ME ENE UNTIL YOUWE WALKED DO YOU WAIT FOR HIM To TAKE 
YOU SOME A MILE IN His THEM OFFLOR DOES HE GB YOU 









ADVIC AN EXTRA PAR? ALSO WHAT Mi 
IF THEY DON'T FITZANDHOW Do Yb 


YOU KNOW HOW FAR A MILE 15 2 









H 
a OH 
ey Xe 
aU, 


© . 
a 
vB N 


WHERE'S YOUR UNCLE He'S OER THERE ALOT | 
PHIL -—F. A 
an, ae as He ne THAT. RE \ 


Ol \ 





Nii 





Mec 
1] 
u 
2 
ye 
‘= 
° 
ms 
be 
me 
“a = 
= 
XO 
> i 
nN 
re 


(eangta teams ik Se : 
ee oc a 


“STARS AND STRIPES? 


Friday-Saturday, December 25 - 26, 2009 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 





ACROSS 


1 


Chum 

Body powder 
Advantage 
Actress Thurman 
Needle case 
Cozy corner 
Hoover's org. 
Word of warning 
Sand formation 
Very bright color 
Prompt 
Londoner's letter 
Honey bunch? 
Lustrous black 
“See ya” 

Indiana city 
Answer to the 
Sphinx's riddle 
Disposition 
Copper head? 
“— the 
ramparts ...” 
Less 

Lisa Simpson's 
instrument 
Skedaddled 
Youth group 
that went co-ed 
[17 5 
Hodgepodge 
Annual fashion 
award 
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51 Option from Howie 24 Symbol of intrigue 


Mandel 25 “All the Things 
52 — -do-well You —” 
53 Morning moisture 26 Discordance 
27 “— voyage!” 
DOWN 28 Thee 
1 Compact disc? 29 Mag. staffers 
2 Both (Prefix) 31 Popular foreign 
3 Den cuisine 
4 Liturgical hymn 32 Revealing skirt 
5 Expiate 34 Lummox 
6 Breather? 35 Hungarian 
7 Kane, e.g. 36 Reel 
8 Over and done 37 Tend a stubborn 
with ribbon 
9 Sullen 38 Freezing 
10 Vanished 39 Lotion additive 
11 Supplemented, AO Isinglass, e.g. 
with “out” 41 Got up 
19 Beige 42 Peruse 
20 Trawler gear 43 Theater box 
23 Resort 44 Winter forecast 
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47 A billion years 
48 Crazy 
49 Largest of 
the seven 
50 Past L 
12-26 CRYPTOQUIP 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SANTA LIKES NEW 
YORK’S BASKETBALL TEAM SO MUCH THAT HE 
USUALLY WRITES HIS NAME AS SAINT KNICK. 


Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals I 
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Couples not destined to grow apart 


Dear Abby: I have only re- 
cently realized how unhappy my 
parents’ marriage is. On the way 
home from aconcert one night, my 
mom started crying and said how 
much she wanted to be with aman 
who could stay awake throughout 
a performance. Then she told me 
I should never get mar- 
ried. She said people 
“always grow apart.” 
She has been saying it 
repeatedly. 

I began asking other 
people about it, and 
they all act like they’re 
not happy in their mar- 
riages, either. 

I am 18 and have just 
started dating a man 
you would consider 
marriage material. 
But I’m holding back 
my feelings because 
I’m afraid one day he might 
propose. Is “happily ever after” 
achievable? 

— Upset in Grand Rapids 

Dear Upset: Your parents’ mar- 
riage appears to have hit a rough 
patch. When your mother started 
crying after the concert, I guar- 


Dear Abby 





antee she wasn't crying because 
your father couldn’t stay awake 
until the end. She was crying be- 
cause she was disappointed in 
him for something else. 

While the intensity of feelings 
can fluctuate over time in a mar- 
riage, couples do not “always” 
grow apart. The fact 
that your’ mother’s 
friends are echo- 
ing those sentiments 
makes me _ wonder 
what kind of a crowd 
she’s surrounding her- 
self with. 

While I know from 
experience that a last- 
ing, loving relationship/ 
marriage is possible, 
allow me to point out 
that the qualities that 
attract someone at 18 
may not be necessarily 
the same ones you'll find impor- 
tant when yow’re older. That is 
why it’s important that before you 
start thinking about marriage, 
you first establish yourself as 
an independent, self-supporting 
young woman. 


Dear Abby: A former profes- 


sor of mine was a good friend and 
very supportive last year when 
I was experiencing some per- 
sonal difficulties. Recently I have 
heard that he has not been acting 
like himself. I was told he has de- 
veloped a bad attitude, curses in 
class, and uses his degree to de- 
mean his students’ opinions on 
topics. 

This is not the same profes- 
sor who helped me last year. It 
seems like his evil twin. I suspect 
he may be having some personal 
problems. Is there anything I can 
do? I want my friend back. 

— Student Who Cares 

Dear Student: While it might 
not be appropriate for you to 
reach out to your former profes- 
sor directly, it still may be possi- 
ble to get him some help. Tell the 
student who spoke to you that he 
and some of the other members of 
the class should talk to the head 
of the department or the dean 
about what has been going on. 


Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 
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MORTUARY... HOW 
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Pearls Before Swine 
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SAY HUMANS WANT US 
TO TRASH THEIR TRASH? 
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HONEY, I'S OKAY... 
SO WHAT IF YOU HAVE 
THE SMALLEST WIDE - 
SCREEN ON THE BLOCK ¢ 
I STILL LOVE YOu! 
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A GUY WHO INSTALLS His 
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A CEILING FAN 
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THE REASON YOU DON’T FIND ME 
IN YOUR BOOK IS THAT | NOT 
REALLY A GOOD GIRL OR A BAD GIRL. 
BUT MY THERAPIST DOES CONSIDER 
AME TO BE AN ACCEPTABLE RISK. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
WINE by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek 
Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 
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He must be 
with the band 
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HOW THE TRUMPET 
PLAYER MANAGED TO 
JOIN THE EXCLUSIVE 
GATHERING. 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


ere YY NY oY ON 
Answer: HE 
NOP OAD YIN ON ON ON 


(Answers Monday) 
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Jumbles; ACUTE INLET OPAQUE PURVEY 
veslelaeye Answer: When the witches played poker, they had — 
QUITE A “POT” 
Speed Bump 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 


Friday-Saturday, December 25 - 26, 2009 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 


Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 


Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 
011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 
229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Free Ad Guidelines: 


* Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

+ All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

* Free ads run for 21days and on a space 
available basis only. 

* Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

«Item prices must be listed. 

* Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 

Email us at: 

classifieds @pstripes.osd.mil 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Sell it FREE in Stripes 
Classified. 


( 
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Address 
Your ad 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 





Announcements 


Individuals placing 


advertising should use discretion in 


concluding the sale 


Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the sale. 

S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 


Your Hometown Newspaper 


www.-stripes.com 





Autos for Sale 141 


Hawaii - 2001 Mercedes Benz 
C240. Silver. Nice rims. Leather 
interior. Everything is electric. 
Sunroof. 6 CD disk changer. 
Automatic. Well kept. Wonderful 
car. Selling for $8,700. Obo. 


mail Monique.sutton@amedd. 
army.mil or Monique.sutton @ us. 
army.mil 





Atsugi - 1994 Toyota Celica, red 
2 door. $1200 obo. Liability 
Insurance Expires: August 21, 
2011, JCI Insurance Expires: 
July 24, 2011. Japanese Inspec- 
tion Due: June 4, 2011. Base 
Inspection Due: May 27, 2011. 
Call Simah or Rebecca, Home: 
264-7800, Simah Cell 
08035880127 





Misawa, Japan - For Sale! 2004 
Subaru -Black No JCI until 
September 2011, automatic, 5 
disc CD changer, custom lights, 
partial leather interior. $3,000 
Please call 0178-56-5403 or 
meganmpettit @ hotmail.com 





Misawa, Japan - For Sale! 
Loaded: Black '93 Nissan Gloria 
- $4000 Payments accepted. 
JCI July 2011 19" deep dish 
Lowenhart rims 4 12" Kenwood 
subs, 3 Kenwood amps, 2 
Capacitors', Dynamist trunk kit 
12" flip down monitor 8" in dash 
touch screen monitor connected 
to Windows XP computer with 
80gb hard drive, keyboard, 
external Wi-Fi slot, | tunes, and 
other common windows _pro- 
grams New brakes and spark 
plugs. After market shocks, 
steering wheel, and door speak- 
ers winter tires please email 
nwbeatsjw @ yahoo.com 





John D. Panasiewicz 


General Manager 


Up to 32 words FREE for 


21 days! 


040 


classified 


of their property. 


141 


Sasebo - 1996 Mitsubishi Jeep 
(J-55). Looks like the old CJ-3B 
Jeeps with modern drive train. 
Reliable 2.7 L intercooled Turbo 
Diesel. Sharp hunter green paint 
with Cream soft top. New 30" 
BFG Mud Terrains on Crager 
Rims. 48K on odometer (30K 
miles). $7000.00 OBO. email 
davidhumbrecht@ gmail.com for 
pics or info. Daytime phone 
252-2849. 


Autos for Sale 





Yokosuka - 2000 Toyota Mark 2 
Turbo. 1JZ-GTE VVti. 5spd, 
19in Work Wheels, Coilover 
Suspension, HKS Intake, Ex- 
haust, ORC Clutch, Tomei LSD, 
Tunned computer, Vertex Body 
Kit and Intercooler. Extras inclu- 
ded. Excellent condition in and 
out, Tags good till mid 2011. 
$12,500. 090-8008-2478 Email 
mkivpwr @ cox.net. 





Yokosuka - 2000 Toyota Nadia, 
4-door grey hatchback, 4-cyl 
automatic, 93000km, 
AM/FM/CD/TV/navigation — sys- 
tem , power 
steering/locks/windows/ mirrors, 
JCI Apr 2011, reliable, good 
condition, $2800 OBO. Ted, 
243-7667 days, 090-6505-0046 

nings. 


e ve 
satoshaw1 @ yahoo.com 





Yokosuka - '95 Nissan Skyline 
for sale. HIGHLY modified with 
GT-R everything except AWD. 
Upgrades include GT-R engine, 
tuned ECU, HKS coil overs, 
HKS turbos, sway bars, 650cc 
injectors, and MUCH more. 
VERY fast and has only 43K 
km. $9500. Call 080-4191-1287 
o r e mai il 
psychmajor87 @ yahoo.com 
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Yokosuka - 99 Mercedes Benz 
CLK-320 Classic, Silver; Fully 
Loaded; Left Hand Drive; JCI 
and Base Inspection; Available 
Now. $18,000.00 OBO equiva- 
lent. Call Old School at 
080-5678-0467 or email: 
blismn @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - '00 Mercedes- 
Benz C200 WG _= Mileage: 
62,000km Body type: Station 
Wagon (W202) EG Description: 
2.0L Fuel Type: Gas 
Transmission:5 Speed AT Drive 
Train Type: RDW Exterior: Dark 
Blue Metallic Interior: Gray X 
Blue Others:2-front and both 
side air bag, ABS, ESP, Elec- 
tronic key w/Immobilizer, 17inch 
W, LED Turn Signal Mirror 
Include: Maintenance for First 
Inspection, Domestic Transpor- 
tation, and Sales Tax included 
Asking 499,000 yen. Please 
emai | Dennis 
cookieslifestyle @ gmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1989 Toyota 
Hilux Surf 4x4 (aka-4runner 
Grey/silver has minor dent's, 
blemishes in paint - it's an 89. 
Everything works passed JCI 
with flying colors. Found dim 
head lights (fixed), fog light out 
(fixed). Two years of fresh JCI 
until 1Dec11 asking $3000 
Please emai | 
meangreenparts @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1992 Honda 
Civic Hatchback My wife and | is 
PCS'ing soon so this has to go. 
AT, A/C (needs recharged), PW, 
PL, power mirrors. | put an 
alpine stereo and Kenwood 
speakers in it last year. | also 
put new tires on it last year and 
got new JCI this year. The 
outside looks good except for a 
little bit of damage to the 
passenger side mirror. A pass- 
ing car hit it when it was driving 
by, but it's not too bad. This car 
has been very reliable, great on 
gas, and has never given us a 
problem. Asking $900. Please 
email gsx_tcy@hotmail.com or 
call 090-6038-8465 
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Yokota, Japan - 1992 Toyota 
Corolla Il. Excellent condition no 
problems since | bought it 3 
years ago. A/C works great w/ 
CD player Very dependable. 
Perfect car for off base narrow 
streets, Best car out there! JCI 
due Dec 2010. Must sell imme- 
diately Asking $900 | will post a 
picture soon. Please email ro- 
nel.maquindang @ yokota.af.mil 
or call 323-338-7568 


Yokota, Japan - 1993 Subaru 
Legacy Wagon Dark green 1993 
Subaru Wagon with 99,097km, 
has two sunroofs, A/C & heat, 
CD, automatic windows/locks. 
JCI due in Feb 2010. Asking 
600 OBO Contact Mike @ 
214-261-6421 or email for addi- 
tional pictures/info 


Yokota, Japan - 2000 MR-S 
S-edition Red, Convertible, 
CD&MD, DVD Navigation, 
65400km, Good condition JCI 
until Dec 2009 Asking 60,000 
yen Please email 
wisdomteethjp @ yahoo.co.jp 











Yokota, Japan - 2000 Toyota 
Vitz_ Description Model Year: 
2000 Mileage: 76,000km Body 
type: 4-Door Hatchback 500 
Plate Automatic Transmission 
Exterior: Pink Interior: Gray 
Keyless Entry, New tires March 
2009 JCI good through March 
2011 Gets Excellent gas 
mileage! Asking $2500 Please 
email skidodgers@ yahoo.com 
or call 646-957-9391 


Yokota, Japan - 2004 Honda 
Vamos - Yellow Plate! Black, 
AM/FM, CD, automatic, 4 doors, 
109,100 km Available immedi- 
ately JCI until 28 Jan 2011 
asking $3300 Contact Jennifer 
646-957-9502 or 080-3514-3733 
for more information 








Yokota, Japan - 2004 Toyota 
Voxy JCI until Sep 2011 81627 
Km (about 50800 Miles) 3 Row 
seating for 7 and 5 Doors for 
ease of access 
AM/FM/CD/MD/HDD/Navigation 
Rearview Camera Tires just 
replaced In May | had a 
complete check at Toyo pet to 
ensure it's in good working 
order. JCI just performed in 
September. (Due Sep 2011) 
This is a GREAT van that | hate 
to sell. My loss is a gain for 
someone else. This is the 
perfect vehicle for a family that 
is in need of a reliable vehicle 
with lots of space. Similar 
vehicles are selling in the local 
area for over 1,300,000 yen. 
Asking $ $9500 Please Jim 
080-6758-9769 





Yokota, Japan - 94 Toyota 
Camry PCS Sale 82,700 kilome- 
ters drives like new... excellent 
gas mileage can be seen at the 
lemon lot Call for details. 
1-702-946-6078 Roger 





Yokota, Japan - 95 Purple 
Honda Inspire Need to sell b4 
31 Dec. Currently on lemon lot. 
Call for test drive. JCI expires 
March 2011. Asking $1600 OBO 
Please email eboni. 
scott@us.af.mil or call 
090-6316-7422 
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Yokota, Japan - '96 Toyota 
Curren JCI exp Jan 2012 $2000 
JCI exp. Jan 2012 Automatic 
Engine Start (works from 9th 
floor of tower) 2 Dr Excellent 


Heater COLD A/C PW PS PL 
Too much to _ list! New 
Battery/Tires Runs excellent. 


Asking $2000 Call for Test Drive 
080-301 9-5299/042-553-5496 
available Jan. 13TH 


Yokota, Japan - '97 Honda 
Step-wagon Mileage: 91,800km 
Body type: VAN EG Description: 
2.0L Fuel Type: Gas Transmis- 
sion: 4 Speed AT (Column Shift) 
Drive Train Type: 2WD Exterior: 
Metallic Lavender Interior: Gray 
Others: P S, PW, For 7 
passenger, Non-smoking/Clean 
car Maintenance for First In- 
spection, Domestic Transporta- 
tion, Sales Tax and JCI inclu- 
ded. Asking ¥229,000 Please 
e i I 
or 





m a 
cookieslifestyle @ gmail.com 
call 090-7440-6346 Dennis 


Yokota, Japan - '98 Nissan 
Prarie 110K, 4 doors with hatch 
back. Three row seating. This 
van runs great and has JCI until 
June 2011! The rear passenger 
doors are both sliding and 
windows are fully functional, CD 
player. Real clean JCI expires 
June 2011. Asking $1700. 
Please email jbwalt@ gmail.com 
or call 240-845-5317 


Yokota, Japan - Mitsubishi FTO 
Nice car, but | need to purchase 
a van. JCI until Aug. 2011 
asking $1750 Please email 











fairfit@ aol.com or call 
090-9787-8770 
Yokota, Japan - Sell Now! 


Honda Odyssey Ready to sell, 
The JCI is good for almost 2 
years expires Aug 2011. Very 
clean and in Great condition 
Price includes JCI asking $2000 
Please call O80-4205-7977 or 
email: kjp030302 @ yahoo.com 


Zama, Japan - 96 Toyota 
Estima - good condition, 88,900 
KM. JCI expires July 2011. Call 
263-7877 or 080-3381 -6202 


Zama, Japan - 98 Honda 
Accord. 85,800 KM. JCI expires 
August 2011. $800.00 OBO. 
Call 263-7877 or 080-3381 -6202 


Korea - 2005 Ford Ranger XLT, 
4.01 V6, bright red, 4 wheel 
drive, automatic, Air cond, pow- 
er windows & locks, cruise 
control, CD, sliding rear window, 
Running boards, bed cover, only 
16000 miles, must sell $11,900, 
call 011-9710-1790. 


Korea - LEXUS FOR SALE. 
Looking to sell a Lexus RX300: 
87k miles with up-to-date serv- 
ice, great exterior, excellent 
interior, touch screen display, 
reverse sensors, black leather 
interior, heated seats, automatic 
headlights, a 6-disc changer, 
moon roof, tinted windows, roof 
rack, alloy wheels and a Hi Pass 
device. Asking price is $14,000. 
If interested please contact 
Amanda @ amandy41 @hotmail. 
com or 010-8482-6772 


Yongsan - 2000 FORD Windstar 
SE VAN US Specs 88k miles 
and runs well. Car is in 
Yongsan. Call 017 228 1846 

















TOKYO HEADQUARTERS: 
DSN: 229-3174 
CML: (03) 6385-3174 


KOREA: 
Yongsan DSN: 721-7140 
Osan DSN: 784-4393 
Taegu DSN: 768-7461 
Pusan DSN: 763-3787 
Kunsan DSN: 782-743] 
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Osan - 2005 Honda CR-V EX, 
great condition, color: satin 
silver, Automatic trans, A/C, 
Cruise Control, ABS (4-Wheel), 
Power Steering, Power Win- 
dows, Power Door Locks, 
AM/FM Stereo Cassette, Multi 
Compact Disc, Moon Roof, , 
Privacy Glass, Alloy Wheels, Tilt 
Wheel, Dual Front Air Bags, 
Leather, Parking sensors, mile- 
age: 58,000, engine: 4-Cyl. 2.4L 
VTEC. E-mail: 
signallst@yahoo.com or call 
010.3037.8245 questions. Must 
sell! Asking $13,000. 





Osan, Korea - PCS sale 1997 
Hyundai Tiburon: Coupe, White, 
Auto, CD/MP3 Player, Remote 
Start, Security Sys, Cold AC, 
Non-smoker, 190,000km, asking 
$2250. Contact me_ at 
010-8682-3127 or E-mail Ryan. 
Borys @ Gmail.com 





Yongsan - 1998 Daewoo Nubira 
station wagon for sale in Yong- 
san. Pristine condition, easily fits 
a stroller and a large load of 
groceries plus 5 passengers, 
awesome on gas, looks nice 
and it hasn't been smoked in. 
We just ran it through inspec- 
tion, all good to go. Available 
immediately. Also have a 2000 
Matiz subcompact for $1500 
available as of 1 Jan. Contact 
Star at staroverby@gmail.com 
and test drive anytime after 25 
Dec 





Yongsan - 2000 EF Sonata 4, 
flawless condition, white, auto- 
matic, leather, pristine interior, 
perfect family sedan, good on 
gas, reliable, $2800 firm, email 
Carmine at carsccip @ gmail.com 





Yongsan & Camp Humphreys - 
2000 Hyundai Avante XL; 4 door 
automatic; Gold color; Fully 
loaded; Clean interior; Main- 
tained by Hyundai Service Cen- 
ter; New tires, brakes; HI PASS 
READER; GPS CAMERA LO- 
CATOR; Available 10 Dec 09; 
$1,500; Lonnie’ Alley 
011-342-7632 





Yongsan, Korea - USED ML55 
AMG looking for new owner; 
$26,900 or best offer. Clean 
2002 Mercedes-Benz, ML55, full 
time 4WD, bright silver with 
every possible factory options 
including heated seats. It has 
been upgraded with tasteful 
Authentic German made Lorins- 
er components. No prior acci- 
dents. New dealer installed new 
brakes and disc, and recent oil 
service. 0 - 60 mph in 5.9 
seconds. near 350 HP. One of 
the fastest SUVs. 20" Lorinser 
LM38s 20X10 with all four 
corners massive 295/40/20 Con- 
tinentals with about 75% tread 
remaining. Lorinser grill and 
Lorinser rear wing. Also inclu- 
ded set of new head light and 
fog lamp in the box. 125K 
MILES, BUT WELL CARED 
FOR! E-mail| 
minam66 @ gmail.com or call me 
with questions, Sol 
010-5304-8238 


EMARKETING: 
marketing@ pstripes.osd.mil 
DSN: 229-3149; CML (03) 6385-3149 
DSN FAX: 229-3132 


OKINAWA: 
DSN: 645-2010 
CML: (098) 893-0292 
FAX DSN: 645-7297 
CML: (098)892-0995 
GUAM: 
CML: (671) 632-1003 








ce 
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Courtney, Okinawa - 1998 Sky- 
line HR34, Blue 4Door. This is a 
reat non-smoking family car 
JCI July 2011, $5000 fir. Serious 
buyers only, do not email me 
your low ball offer because | 
have time to_- sell it. 
ajoki05 @ yahoo.com 





Foster, Okinawa - 1994 Mitsu- 
bishi Pajero 2800 4WD Turbo 
Diesel Gray 3 Door, Gray 
Leather Like Seat Covers, 2 
new batteries, Good Tires, new 
JCI! Expires Dec 2011, Auto- 
matic, 88,000 KM. $4,400.00 
OBO. E-mail 
roerwashington @ gmail.com 





Foster, Okinawa - 1999 Mer- 
cedes Benz A160, Silver 4 Door 
Sedan, Black Interior, Automat- 
ic, Cold A/C, JCI March 2011 
$5000 OBO. Call Lara @ 
090-8562-8472 or 646-5206. 
Email: m_hobert@ yahoo.com 





Kadena - 2002 Honda CR-V For 
Immediate Sale: 82,000 K - 2DR 
- White W/Blue Int - 4WD - CD & 
Cold A/C - Fresh JCI -Excellent 
Condition - Well below Book 
Value - $5,500 OBO. 
fulltimmerton@yahoo.com~ - 
080-4042-1572, 
ka_cafe@yahoo.co.jp- - 
080-3342-0318 





Kadena, Okinawa - 1995 Honda 
Inspire $2000.00 Bought at BC 
MOTORS for $3800, so it's a 
STEAL! JCI is good till 2011. 
Tan Automatic A/C works great 
CD player comes W/ IPOD 
charge IPOD FM Transmitter 
Great condition. 
Kimbobee@gmail.com for pic- 
tures 





Kadena, Okinawa - 1995 Honda 
Odyssey: Dark Green, cold air 
conditioning, excellent condition 
JCI good until July 2010, Asking 
$2000 or best offer. Contact 
Bruce at 959-6757 or e-mail at 
robert.mundie @ kadena.af.mil 
for more details 





Kadena, Okinawa - 1995 Toyota 
Exiv. Automatic. Brown exterior/ 
interior $1000 OBO JCI 12/2010 
Power Locks, CD player, Air 
Conditioning, Power Steering, 
Power Windows Very dependa- 
ble car, less than 47,000km! 
PCS'ing soon MUST SELL! Jim 
Lloyd DSN: 632-7859 Home: 
959-9645 Email: j. 
loydmail @ yahoo.com 





Kadena, Okinawa - 1999 Nissan 
Skyline R-34/4DR A/C CD play- 
er Non-Smoker 17" metallic rims 
JCI Expires: April 30, 2010 
Driven: 82,478 km Fills up to 
13.7 Gallons $3500.00 CP: 
080-42093-392/Mary email: 
lovesky_29@yahoo.com 





Kadena, Okinawa - 1999 Silver 
Mitsubishi Chariot JCI Good thru 
Dec 2011 128k km, Very Clean, 
Runs Great 6 Passenger Very 
Well Maintained Ice Cold A/C 
CD Player, Tinted Windows 
Phone:090-6859-8087,  (H) 
936-8608 Email: 
jung587584@gmail.com Price: 
$3300 OBO 
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Kadena, Okinawa - 2001 Mitsu- 
bishi Mirage: 4 door hatchback, 
silver, cold air conditioning, 
make an offer. Call Bruce at 
959-6757 or e-mail at robert. 
mundie @ kadena.af.mil for more 
details. 


Kadena, Okinawa - 2002 Honda 
CR-V: Need to sell ASAP. Well 
below book value, $5,000 OBO 
2DR, 4WD, White W/Blue Int. 
A/C, CD/MP3 player, Fresh JCI 
Excellent condition Tim: 
fulltimmerton @ yahoo.com 
080-4042-1572 Kaori: 
kaca_fe&yahoo.co.jp 
080-3342-0318 


Kadena, Okinawa - 2004 Toyota 
Will VI to sell, asking $5000.00, 
but please make an offer. It's 
spring green with cream seats, 
caramel accents, super-cute 
car, seats 4, small trunk, 6 disc 
CD changer, Freezing AC melo- 
dy.dillon @ gmail.com or call 090- 
686 4-4966. 











Kadena, Okinawa - 94 Nissan 
Silvia, S14. Aftermarket bumper 
(new paint all throughout) Momo 
steering wheel, blitz racing rims. 
JCI until 9/2011! Great car, get it 
while you can! Email for pictures 
aimless_angel99 @ hotmail.com 





Kadena, Okinawa - 94 Toyota 
Rav4, Burgundy JCI Nov 2011, 
cold A/C, Stereo w/IPOD hook- 
up, twin sunroofs, asking $2000 
OBO call 080-6490-3771 or 
e m a i | 
longknocker65@ yahoo.com _ for 
pictures 


Kadena, Okinawa - 98 Mitsu- 
bishi Chariot. White JCI Feb 
2011. Air/neat works great. CD 
player, AM/FM radio, Third row 
of seats, for 8 people in 
excellent condition | haven't had 
any problems with it for 3 yrs! 
Extremely reliable! $3500 OBO 
wxgirl19 @ hotmail.com 


Kadena, Okinawa - Black 1996 
2 door Toyota Curren, JCI good 
for another year. 6 Cylinders 
automatic, power steering power 
windows, AC works. $3,000 
OBO, if you want a picture or 
more info please contact me cell 
phone # 080-4202-1572, and 
email sarah22288 @ hotmail.com 


Kadena, Okinawa - Black 1996 
2 door Toyota Curren, JCI good 
for another year. 6 Cylinders 
automatic, power steering power 
windows, AC _ works. $3,000 
OBO, if you want a picture or 
more info please contact me 
Cell phone # 080-4202-1572, 
and email sarah22288 @ hotmail. 
com 














Kadena, Okinawa - For Sale! 
1993 Nissan’ Skyline, Red, 
Black/grey interior Non-smoker. 
2 doors, A/C only, CD/AM/FM 
w/IPOD hookup, Turbo engine, 


power windows, Automatic. 
$3000 OBO Call Melissa: 
090-7586-6873 or email: 


danmelc_8 @ yahoo.com 





Lester, Okinawa - Toyota Chas- 
er $500 JCI until Sept 2010 
Runs’ well Needs work 
mattoxmuscle @ yahoo.com Kyle 
080-3691-3397 
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Jobs Offered 


630 


U.S. Army Medical Department Activity, Japan 
Camp Zama, Japan 


Physical Therapist, Intermittent (240 hours) 


* Provides physical therapy service in the areas of physical disabilities 
and neuromuscular dysfunctions in patients ranging from 


adolescence to the very elderly. 


+ ABachelor’s degree or higher in Physical Therapy from an accredited 


school in the United States. 


* Two years clinical physical therapy experience with training in manual 


therapy skills is preferred. 


+ Must have a permanent, full, and unrestricted license to practice 
physical therapy in a State, District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, or a territory of the United States. 


- This position requires a signed statement due to requirements of 
seasonal influenza vaccination as a condition of employment’ 
Selection of a non-current employee will be withdrawn due to refusal 
of seasonal influenza vaccination. If refusal is due to medical and/or 
religious reasons, a statement from a creditable source is required. 


This is a contract position open to SOFA status applicants. Resumes 
may be sent to yoshiyasu.Aoki@us.army.mil. 
ALL applicants shall register in the Central Contractor Registration 


(CCR) which can be found at www.ccr.gov. Individuals not CCR 
registered are not eligible for a Government contract. 


Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - bicolor Salt 
water fish 1 inch long asking $7 
Please email 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (323)338-7553 





Kadena, Okinawa - FTGH: Red 
Nose Pit-bull, female, 4 years 
old, & spayed. She is very timid, 
but sweet once she gets to 
know you. Good with kids and 
other small dog. Just got orders 
to Mildenhall. Please e-mail: 
spicy_amie@yahoo.com _ to 
meet her. 

















Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - Bunnies for 
FREE for Christmas! Bunnies 
make great indoor or outdoor 
pets. Besides being cute and 
cuddly, they are easily house- 
broken and trained to use a litter 
box. They can also withstand 
cold as long as they stay dry. 
We have had a litter of bunnies. 
Families in the neighborhood 
got most of our bunnies but we 
still have 2 left: a gray one, and 
a white one with a brown racing 
stripe. Free to a good home. 
Please email copes @writeme. 
com or call 1-801-983-0655 
John 





Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - JKC registered 
female Jack Russell Puppy. We 
are not breeders, we bought her 
for ourselves, but we are unable 
to keep up with her and our 
other Jack Russell. She was 
born 5 Sep 2009, so she is a 
litle more than three months 
old. Very loving puppy, Comes 
with large kennel, and most 
accessories needed. Already 
been to Vet on base and will get 
her third set of shots next week. 
We bought off base for 
$1200.00. Asking $400.00 Call 
Jason or Ann at 901-273-9889 
or 080-4085-2423 


Yokota, Japan - PCSing-ltalian 
Greyhound needs a home. (Ali) 
He is a 38year old _ Italian 
greyhound. He is an affectionate 
and obedient dog once you 
instill yourself as the alpha. He 
loves to show affection, and is 
really mellow and laid back. It is 
best that if you have children 
that he is not roughed up, as 
Italians are known to be some- 
what fragile, and cannot take a 
lot of weight landing on one of 
their legs. He is up to date on all 
shots and is chipped and 
neutered. He would take well to 
someone who can have a good 
walking/restroom break times, 
Asking Please 
call805-537-5225 or email doug- 
las.krzywdzinski @ yokota.af.mil 
if you have any questions. 


Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing-Mix 
pup needs a home. (Dante) He 
is a 2yo mix. He is very loving 
and affectionate. Has a loving 
and protective personality. He is 
great with children, as long as 
they are not pinchers/fur pullers. 
He loves to play, and does so 
without biting or nipping. Loves 
to play 1-on-1 or fetch. All shots 
are up to date and had both 
American/Japanese chips, nev- 
er been ill or injured. Great dog, 
but unfortunately cannot take to 
our next duty station. Asking 
$300 Please email douglas. 
krzywdzinski@ yokota.af.mil or 
call 305-537-5225 











Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan -Urgent Sweet 
Older Dog Needs Home FREE. 
Please help is out Yokota! Max 
is a Scottish terrier mix and has 
lived at Yokota for almost ten 
years. He is old and needs a 
good loving family that will take 
him out to potty and otherwise 
he is out of the way. We PSC in 
a week and he needs someone 
to help him make the best of his 
last years :) Please e-mail 
morgian18@hotmail.com or call 
214-261-6346 


Pet Accessories 822 


Yokota, Japan - Large Ferret 
Cage. | got this cage from joyful 
Honda and it has everything, 
paid 265,000yen. | will be 
PCS'ing on the 15th of Decem- 
ber Make an offer Please email 
a_jacque@hotmail.com or call 
718-725-7368 


Photography 830 


Yokota, Japan - Nikon D-40 w/ 
18-55mm_ lens, Nikon Camera 
Bag and 4G memory card 
perfect condition (only 6 months 
old) we just upgraded to a 
D-5000. Camera bag is brand 
new, never used. Asking $ 
$449. Please email —runni- 
ngrl@hotmail.com or call 
512-275-4825 





Korea - ML-3 remote set 
$150.00, MB-D10 battery pack 
$195.00, | D300 manuaul by 
David Busch + D300 made easy 
DVD for $45.00. Contact 
George Smith 010-4012-0371. 





Kadena, Okinawa - Nikon D300 
body in excellent condition in- 
cludes accessories, $1,100.00 
firm mail 
okinawaimages @ hotmail.com 





Photography 830 


Torii Station, Okinawa - $679 
Canon EOS 40D SLR Digital 
Camera (Body Only); Pristine 
Condition; for pictures/details 
visit: — http:/www.mckaytravels. 
com/shop/ for questions email: 
katcrass @ gmail.com 


Toys 945 


Yokota, Japan - Dora pull-string 
pinata this is a brand-new 
pull-string pinata with tags still 
attached. Asking $10 Please call 
813-200-9352 





Kadena, Okinawa - Kids toys in 
good condition! NIB grow with 
me Puppy (poodle) $40; doll 
high chair $10; care bear doll 
stroller $15; Sylvania Family doll 
house with LOTS of accessories 
$140; Step 2 tables with 2 chairs 
$40; email aimless_ 
angel99 @ hotmail.com 


sporting Goods —_980 


Yokota, Japan - Golf Clubs - 
Nicklaus ni 3-SW Nicklaus n1 
golf clubs, 3-SW, steel shaft. 
Also a Knight two-way chipper 
and a Maruman Persimmon 
Driver, graphite shaft asking $75 
Please call 090-6315-7233 


sporting Goods —_980 


Yongsan - Ski boots in like new 
condition. Brand is Atomic and 
they are gray in color. Size is 
23.5 which ranges from a 4 to 
5.5 in US terms. | paid $245 but 
will sell for $40. Email if you are 
interested at 
hunkarunka @live.com 





Foster, Okinawa - For Sale. 
Various Kites, Boards, and 
Accessories for Kite Boarding 
Excellent condition at affordable 
prices both new and used gear 
available Email for more _ info 
and pictures. 
patriotkites @ yahoo.com 





Foster, Okinawa - New Hollis 
Tech Diving gear, complete tech 
diving set up w/ regs, $2300 
OBO Camp Foster. Email 
jmv7580 @ hotmail.com 





Kadena, Okinawa - Brand New 
Tsunami Scuba dive booties, 
size 6 (24 cm) - $20! Contact 
ctydong @ gmail.com for pictures 
or questions. 





Kadena, Okinawa - HS Explorer 
tri-mix tech diving computer w/ 
all accessories and paperwork + 
hard case, less than 20 dives on 
it. $735 OBO Email 
jmv7580 @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - PROFORM 560 
treadmill practically brand new, 
just a couple of months old. It 
comes with a pair of 2 lbs. 
dumbbells. Asking $300 OBO 
Please emai | 
smrntm1127 @ yahoo.com or call 
904-229-0534 





Yokota, Japan - Snowboarding 
Equipment Complete! Selling 
my Burton snowboard, Burton 
bindings, helmet, Oakley Gog- 
gles, boots and spider snow 
suit! Email me for more details! 
Asking $ 3000 please email 
muayjitsu1222@gmail.com call 
5093430802 Tyler 





Kadena, Okinawa - Ladies size 
8, black and blue two piece 
wetsuit, New. $70 OBO Email 
jmv7580 @ hotmail.com 





Kadena, Okinawa - Regulator 
Set, Complete, US Divers CON- 
SHELF 21. Works _ perfect. 
$100.00 email 
mrcap26 @ yahoo.com 





Kadena, Okinawa - Scuba-Pro 
Twin Jet Max size Large, black 
and silver fins. Used in good 
condition, $100 Email 
jmv7580 @ hotmail.com 





Friday-Saturday, December 25 - 26, 2009 


sporting Goods —_980 


Kadena, Okinawa - Scuba-Pro 
package. S555 Reg w/ Oceanic 
Nav. 3-gauge console, Classic 
BCD (M) w/ Air2, mask, snorkel, 
twin jet max fins (L) w/ booties 
(10), 0.5mm rash guard (M). 
Gear is in very good condition, 
BCD and Reg just serviced 
$845 OBO. Email 
jmv7580 @ hotmail.com 


Kadena, Okinawa - UWATEC/S- 
cuba - Pro Smart Com w/ (2) HP 
hoses brand new w/ all software 
manuals and IR 
transmitter/receiver device to 
download dives to your comput- 
er $425 OBO Email 
jmv7580 @ hotmail.com 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota, Japan - Christmas Tree 
Artificial Christmas Tree, 7.5 
feet Singapore Fir, green with 
metal stand. Looks real only 








used once $40. Call 
702-946-6024 
Yokota, Japan - PCSijing - 


FLOOR JACK for sale clearing 
out shed! MVP Super Lift 4000 
pound hydraulic floor jack must 
sell now: $40.00 Please leave a 
message if not home. Please 
call 916-473-4488 Thank you. 


Yokota, Japan - Used DVD's for 
SALE! 1000 yen each or ALL for 
5000 yen + a bunch of FREE 
pirated DVDs (trying to get rid of 
them)! Collect in person-Grab 
'me before someone else does! 
Shanghai Noon & Shanghai 
Knights Pathfinder Unrated | 
Know Who Killed Me, Dave 
Chappelle live Dynamite Warri- 





or, The Heart break Kid, The Ex 
Matchstick Men. Asking $ 
1000yen Please call 


080-4056-0589 


Foster, Okinawa - Blu-ray mov- 
ies Ironman, Dragon Hunters, 
The Code, and Race to Witch 
Mountain $15 each. Call Andrew 
646-9319 








Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota, Japan - To the angel 
that found my keys at bank 
parking lot someone at Yokota 
is AWESOME! After work, and 
the tree lighting ceremony, | 
reached for my keys and they 
were gone. Apparently, | left my 
keys in the parking lot of the 
bank today on my lunch. A 
woman who saw me looking for 
them inside the Yujo said she 
saw them in the parking lot. | got 
there hoping to find them on the 
ground. but no luck. Panicking 
(because that car key is the only 
one that came with the car) | 
was headed to the security 
shack to see if anyone had 
turned them in. For some 
reason | looked in my car and 
there they were, on the passen- 
ger seat. If you are the person 
who found them, please drop 
me an-email at vette_ 
chic@yahoo.com or call 
512-275-4895. | have something 
for you. Thank you so much. 
Tammy Lynn 





Kadena, Okinawa - "BOOKS 
AND BROADS'-Monthly Book 
Club for ladies Book of the 
Month for January 14th is- A 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY by 
Lauren Gradstein. Every 2nd 
Thursday of the month 8pmish. 
Hayley 090-6858-5344, 
newtonsonlyapple @ gmail.com 
for map and details you don't 
have to read the book to join us. 





Kadena, Okinawa - Suunto 
X9MI Good Condition had for a 
year. Search Google for techni- 
cal information. Comes’ with 
charger and band extender 
Links with Google $275.00 obo 
idlawing @ gmail.com 
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Advertising Homes For Sale or Rent 
Near US Military Installations 


Fort Lewis Housing 
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Military Relocation 


Bob Duker, USA, Ret. 
Buyer Agent 
800-447-3536 


* Relocation Package 
* Home Buyers Guide 







FORT KNOX 


VAN AN el erel-Val c-lenic-r-laimerelat 
We can do it all! Just call! 






® Relocation packets ® Rentals 
© Home sales © VA Financing 
® Local area info © New homes 


® Hardin & Meade Co. ® Louisville 


RE/MAX Advantage + 


Gudenkauf Team 
705 N. Dixie 
Radcliff, KY 40160 
1-888-470-7089 
egudenkauf@remax.net 
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FORT JACKSON - SHAW AFB 


Cynthia Warner 
Mortgage Specialist 
cwarner@homeownersmtg.com 

- VA Loan Approval 

- Interactive Web Site - Hundreds of Homes 

$8,000 Home Buyers Tax Credit Extended to June 2010 
www.fortjacksonrelo. 

E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com 


Homes for Sale ¥V 


Info Maps 


Why Buyer's Agent? Contact Us | GASssanigos | 
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We’ve been making 
loans of up to 
$10,000 to active 
duty military for 
over 58 years. 
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HAWAII!! 


Plan your retirement now. 
Contractor designs/builds affordable homes on 
the Big Island of Hawaii since 1978. Mid 200’s. 


www.kavanahomes.com 
sales@kavanahomes.com 
1 “800-735-4243 





contact 
Veronica Legette 
REALTOR 


Accredited Buyers 
Representative 








U.S. ARMY RETIRED 


CELL: (803) 261-8895 or (800) 968-9334 
Email:vilegette@russellandjeffcoat.com 











Covering all the bases and the military issues that attect you. 
Nowhere else but in... 


All Homes For Sale 
Washington D.C. Area 
www.flerrySeaman.com 
Get Our Popular 10-lb. Box 


Tervy Seaman Realty 
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isl “Ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA? 


Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere! 
Call for a FREE, comprehensive 
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package: 
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles 
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-930-3400 


Call Toll Free: 
Italy: | 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459 
Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781 


www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com 
e-mail: BECKY @longandfoster.com 
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VIRGINIA BEACH @ CHESAPEAKE 


Shopping long distance? You need an 
e-PRO® certified professional with 
education and experience. 


Julia Shea, e-PRO® 


BS, MA, Realtor®, ABR, CRS, GRI 
Nancy Chandler Associates 


WWW.JULIASHEA.COM | 
866-232-2288 


FORT GORDON GA 


(888) 253-2707 
‘Relocation Specialist 
‘VA Financing 
‘Homes for Sale 




















Ft. Stewart & Hunter 


SALES and RENTALS 
Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680 


www.fortstewart.com 






























Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors 
Email: relocation@holtzmancompanies.com 
730 General Stewart Way 

Hinesville, GA 31313 






















Christine May 
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‘| speak German 
‘Area Information 










Apply for VA financing @ www.AugustaLoanStore.com 
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Sports on AFN 


Thursday 


AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—College basket- 
ball: Mississippi at West Virginia (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—College basket- 
ball: Illinois at Missouri (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—NFL: RePlay, Mi- 
ami at Tennessee (did, 90-minute cut- 
down). 

AFN-Sports, 11:30 p.m.—NFL: RePlay, 
Cincinnati at San Diego (did, 90-minute 
cutdown). 


Friday 


AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—College football: 
Poinsettia Bowl, Utah vs. California at 
San Diego (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 10 a.m.— College football: 
Hawaii Bowl, Nevada vs. SMU. 

AFN-Sports, 3:30 p.m.—College foot- 
ball: Hawaii Bowl, Nevada vs. SMU (dld). 


Saturday 
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: Miami at 
New York. 
AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.— NBA: Boston at 
Orlando. 
AFN-Sports, 7 a.m.— NBA: Cleveland at 
L.A. Lakers. 


AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.—NFL: San Diego at 
Tennessee (leave in progress). 

AFN-Sports, 9:30 a.m.—NFL: San Diego 
at Tennessee (joined in progress). 

AFN-Xtra, 10 a.m.—NBA: L.A. Clippers 
at Phoenix. 

AFN-Pacific, 
ball: Teams TBD. 

AFN-Xtra, 12:30 p.m.—NBA: Denver at 
Portland. 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.— NBA: Cleveland at 
L.A. Lakers (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 8:30 p.m.—NFL: San Diego 
at Tennessee (dld). 


noon—College basket- 


Sunday 


AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—College football: 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, Marshall vs. 
Ohio. 

AFN-Xtra, 5 a.m.—NBA: Memphis at 
Dallas. 

AFN-Atlantic, 5:30 a.m.—College bas- 
ketball: West Virginia at Seton Hall. 

AFN-Sports, 6:30 a.m.—College foot- 
ball: Meineke Car Care Bowl, Pittsburgh 
vs. North Carolina. 

AFN-Atlantic, 9 a.m.— NHL: New Jersey 
at Washington. 

AFN-Sports, 10 a.m.— College football: 
Emerald Bowl, Boston College vs. USC. 

AFN-Xtra, 10 a.m.—NBA: Washington 
at Minnesota. 

AFN-Xtra, 12:30 p.m.—NBA: Phoenix at 
Golden State. 

AFN-Xtra, 3 p.m.—Motorcycle racing: 
FIM World Superbike Championship, 
France, Race 2. 

AFN-Xtra, 4:25 p.m.—NHL: Ottawa at 
Buffalo (did). 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—College football: 
Meineke Car Car Bowl, Pittsburgh vs. 
North Carolina (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 7:30 p.m.—College football: 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, Marshall vs. 
Ohio (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—College football: 
Emerald Bowl, Boston College vs. USC 
(did). 

AFN-Xtra, 11 p.m.—NBA: New Orleans 
at Chicago (dld). 


All times are Japan and Korea Stan- 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 


Fight schedule 


Dec. 29 

At Osaka, Japan, Nobuhiro Ishida vs. 
Oney Valdez, 12, for Ishida’s interim WBA 
light middleweight title. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Denkaosen Kaowichit vs. 
Takefumi Sakata, 12, for Kaowichit’s 
WBA flyweight title. 

Jan. 9 

At Magdeburg, Germany, Edison Mi- 
randa vs. Robert Stieglitz, for Miranda’s 
WBO super middleweight title. 

Jan. 11 

At Tokyo, Juan Carlos Salgado vs. Ta- 
kashi Uchiyama, 12, for Salgado’s WBA 
super featherweight title; Poonsawat 
Kratingdaenggym vs. Satoshi Hosono, 
12, for Kratingdaenggym’s WBA super 
bantamweighNt title. 

Jan. 23 

At Manila, Philippines, Brian Viloria 
vs. Carlos Tamara, 12, for Viloria’s IBF 
junior flyweight title; Donnie Nietes vs. 
Ivan Meneses, 12, for Nietes’ WBO straw- 
weight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Steven Luevano vs. Juan Manuel Lopez, 
12, for Luevano’s WBO featherweight 
title; Yuriorkis Gamboa vs. Rogers Mtag- 
wa, 12, for Gamboa’s WBA featherweight 


title. 
Jan. 30 
At Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas, Shane 
Mosley vs. Andre Berto, 12, welter- 
weights. 





Tuesday’s transactions 


BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Agreed_ to 
terms with INF Garrett Atkins on a one- 
year contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES—Traded OF 
Melky Cabrera, LHP Michael Dunn, RHP 
Arodys Vizcaino and cash _ consider- 
ations to Atlanta for RHP Javier Vazquez 
and LHP Boone Logan. 

TEXAS RANGERS—Agreed to terms 
with LHP Darren Oliver on a one-year 
contract. 

National League 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to 
terms with RHP Jason Marquis on a two- 
year contract. 

BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER—Acquired 
G Eric Maynor from the Utah Jazz for the 
rights to 2002 draft pick Peter Fehse. 
Agreed to take on the contract of injured 
F Matt Harpring. Waived G Shaun Liv- 
ingston and G Mike Wilks. 

FOOTBALL 
National Football League 

ALTANTA FALCONS—Placed S Antoine 
Harris on injured reserve. Signed S Eric 
Brock from practice squad. Signed WR 
Andy Strickland to practice squad. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Released LB 
Ali Highsmith and FB Brandon Renkart. 
Signed S Hamza Abdullah and T Cliff 
Louis. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Placed QB 
Brady Quinn on injured reserve. Signed 
OL Scott Kooistra. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Placed TE Brad 
Cottam on injured reserve. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Released PK 
John Carney and CB Marcus McCauley. 
Re-signed FB Kyle Eckel. Signed S Hera- 
na-Daze Jones and TE Tory Humphrey. 
Placed FB Marcus Mailei on injured re- 
serve. 

NEW YORK JETS—Signed DL Ty 


*STARS AND STRIPES® 


Steinkuhler to the practice squad. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS—Signed WR 
Joey Galloway and LS Jared Retkofsky. 

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS—Placed C Scott 
Mruczkowski on injured reserve. Signed 
C Eric Ghiacuic. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Released DT 
Baraka Atkins. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Placed C Kevin 
Houser on injured reserve. Signed C Jeff 
Robinson. 

ST. LOUIS RAMS—Claimed DE James 
Wyche off waivers from Jacksonville. 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

BOSTON BRUINS—Returned D Andy 
Wozniewski to Providence (AHL). kl 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS—Recalled LW 
Bryan Bickell from Rockford (AHL). 

OTTAWA SENATORS—Assigned F Josh 
Hennessy and G Mike Brodeur to Bing- 
hamton (AHL). 

PHOENIX COYOTES—Recalled F Kevin 
Porter from San Antonio (AHL). 

SOc 


Major League Soccer 

MLS—Signed F Andre Akpan, F Teal 
Bunbury, D/M Zach Loyd, M Toni Stahl, 
M Dilly Duka, M Blair Gavin and F Jack 
McInerney. 

COLUMBUS CREW—Promoted team 
administrator Tucker Walther director of 
team operations. 

COLLEGE 

BUFFALO—Named Jeff Quinn football 
coach. 

GEORGETOWN —Announced men’s 
basketball junior F Nikita Mescheriakov 
will transfer at the conclusion of the cur- 
rent semester. 

LOUISVILLE—Named Mike Sanford of- 
fensive coordinator. 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY—Named Ryan 
Finnigan men’s assistant soccer coach. 

NORTHWESTERN STATE—Named Hugh 
and Stephanie Hernesman women’s co- 
head volleyball coaches. 

RUTGERS—Announced OT Anthony 
Davis will enter the NFL Draft. 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 25 

1956 — Corky Devlin of Fort Wayne 
goes 0-for-15 from the field against the 
Minneapolis Lakers to tie an NBA record. 

1971 — Garo Yepremian’s 37-yard field 
goal at 7:40 of the second overtime gives 
the Miami Dolphins a 27-24 victory over 
the Kansas City Chiefs in the first round 
of the AFC playoffs. At 82:40, it’s the lon- 
gest game in NFL history. 

1984 — Bernard King of the New York 
Knicks scores 60 points in a 120-114 loss 
to the New Jersey Nets. 

1999 — Hawaii beats Oregon 23-17 in 
the Oahu Bowl to cap a remarkable turn- 
around for the Rainbow Warriors. Hawaii 
improves from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 — the 
greatest single-season improvement in 
NCAA history. 

2002 — Katie Hnida becomes the first 
woman to play in a Division | football 
game when she attempts an extra point 
following a New Mexico touchdown in 
the Las Vegas Bowl. Hnida, a walk-on 
junior, has her kick blocked in the 27-13 
loss to UCLA. 

2008 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat 
Boston to end the Celtics’ franchise-re- 
cord winning streak at 19 games. Kobe 
Bryant scores 27 points and grabs nine 
rebounds to lead Los Angeles in the 92- 
83 victory. Lakers coach Phil Jackson 
reaches 1,000 victories. 


Dec. 26 

1908 — Jack Johnson becomes the first 
black man to win the world heavyweight 
boxing title, with a 14th-round knockout 
of Tommy Burns in Sydney, Australia. 

1917 — Toronto’s Harry Cameron be- 
comes the first defenseman to score 
four goals in a game as the Maple Leafs 
beat the Montreal Canadiens 7-5. 

1965 — The Buffalo Bills win their 
second straight AFL championship with 
a 27-0 victory over the San Diego Char- 
gers. The Chargers are able to get inside 
Buffalo’s 25-yard line only once. 

1986 — Center Doug Jarvis of the Hart- 
ford Whalers plays his 915th consecutive 
game, setting an NHL record. 

1999 — Mike Vanderjagt’s 21-yard field 
goal with 4 seconds left gives the India- 
napolis Colts a 29-28 victory over the 
Cleveland Browns. Indianapolis, which 
went 3-13 in 1998, makes NFL history by 
winning 10 more games than they did 
the previous season. 

2001 — Steve Nash scores 27 points 
and makes a three-pointer with 0.6 sec- 
onds remaining in overtime as the Dallas 
Mavericks overcome a 53-point effort by 
Tim Duncan and beat the San Antonio 
Spurs 126-123. 

2001 — Colorado’s Patrick Roy be- 
comes the first NHL goalie to win 500 
games as he records his seventh shutout 
of the season, a 2-0 victory over Dallas. 


Friday-Saturday, December 25 - 26, 2009 


College football 


Bowl schedule 


Saturday, Dec. 19 
New Mexico Bowl 
At Albuquerque 
Wyoming 35, Fresno State 28, 20T 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl 
Rutgers 45, UCF 24 
Sunday, Dec. 20 
New Orleans Bowl 
Middle Tennessee 42, Southern Miss. 
2 


Tuesday, Dec. 22 
Las Vegas Bowl 
BYU 44, Oregon State 20 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 
Poinsettia Bowl 
At San Diego 
Utah (9-3) vs. California (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
At Honolulu 
SMU (7-5) vs. Nevada (8-4) 
Saturday, Dec. 26 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 
At Detroit 
Ohio (9-4) vs. Marshall (6-6) 
Meineke Bowl 
At Charlotte, N.C. 
) North Carolina (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (9- 


Emerald Bowl 
At San Francisco 
e oe Cal (8-4) vs. Boston College 
Sunday, Dec. 27 
Music City Bowl 
At Nashville, Tenn. 

Clemson (8-5) vs. Kentucky (7-5) 

Monday, Dec. 28 
Independence Bowl 
At Shreveport, La. 

Texas A&M (6-6) vs. Georgia (7-5) 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 
EagleBank Bowl 

At Washington 

Temple (9-3) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Champs Sports Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 

Miami (9-3) vs. Wisconsin (9-3) 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Humanitarian Bowl 

At Boise, Idaho 

Bowling Green (7-5) vs. Idaho (7-5) 

Holiday Bowl 
At San Diego 
Nebraska (9-4) vs. Arizona (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 31 
Armed Forces Bowl 
At Fort Worth, Texas 
Air Force (7-5) vs. Houston (10-3) 
Sun Bowl 
At El Paso, Texas 
Stanford (8-4) vs. Oklahoma (7-5) 
Texas Bowl 
At Houston 
Missouri (8-4) vs. Navy (9-4) 
Insight Bowl 
At Tempe, Ariz. 
Minnesota (6-6) vs. lowa State (6-6) 
Chick-fil-A Bowl 
At Atlanta 
Virginia Tech (9-3) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 
Friday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 

Northwestern (8-4) vs. Auburn (7-5) 
Capital One Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 

Penn State (10-2) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Gator Bowl 
At Jacksonville, Fla. 
By ee State (6-6) vs. West Virginia 
9-3 
Rose Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Ohio State (10-2) vs. Oregon (10-2) 
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Sugar Bowl 
At New Orleans 
Florida (12-1) vs. Cincinnati (12-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 2 
International Bowl 
At Toronto 
South Florida (7-5) vs. Northern Illi- 
nois (7-5) 
Cotton Bowl 
At Arlington, Texas 
( me State (9-3) vs. Mississippi 
8-4 
PapaJohns.com Bowl 
At Birmingham, Ala. 
( a (7-5) vs. South Carolina 
7-5 
Liberty Bowl 
At Memphis, Tenn. 
East Carolina (9-4) vs. Arkansas (7-5) 
Alamo Bowl 
At San Antonio 
( Hae State (6-6) vs. Texas Tech 
8-4 
Monday, Jan. 4 
Fiesta Bowl 
At Glendale, Ariz. 
Boise State (13-0) vs. TCU (12-0) 
Tuesday, Jan. 5 
Orange Bowl 
At Miami 
lowa (10-2) vs. Georgia Tech (11-2) 
Wednesday, Jan. 6 
GMAC Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 
Central Michigan (11-2) vs. Troy (9-3) 
Thursday, Jan. 7 
BCS National Championship 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Alabama (13-0) vs. Texas (13-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 23 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At Orlando, Fla. 
East vs. West 
Saturday, Jan. 30 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 
North vs. South 
Saturday, Feb. 6 
Texas vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge 
At El Paso, Texas 
Texas vs. Nation 


Tuesday 
No. 15 BYU 44, 
No. 16 Oregon State 20 


Oregon State 7 #O O 13—20 
BYU 14 9 7 14—44 
First Quarter 
OrSt—Canfield 1 run (Kahut kick), 
8:46. 
BYU—Unga 1 run (Payne kick), 2:47. 
BYU—Bauman 34 fumble return (Payne 


kick), 1:41. 
Second Quarter 
BYU—FG Payne 28, 9:21. 
BYU—Ashworth 25 pass from Hall 
(kick blocked), 6:22. 
Third Quarter 
BYU—Pitta 17 pass from Hall (Payne 
kick), 8:51. 
Fourth Quarter 
BYU—Tonga 15 pass from Hall (Payne 
kick), 12:51. 
OrSt—Jac.Rodgers 1 run (kick failed), 
9:00. 
BYU—Tonga 18 run (Payne kick), 3:22. 
Orst—Adeniji 31 pass from Katz (Ka- 
hut kick), 2:35. 


A—40,018. 

Orst BYU 
First downs 17 18 
Rushes-yards 27-88 35-116 
Passing 217 192 
Comp-Att-Int 22-47-1 19-30-0 
Return Yards 5 56 
Punts-Avg. 4-26.0 4-37.5 
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 2-2 
Penalties-Yards 11-96 9-73 
Time of Possession 29:57 30:03 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Oregon St., Jac.Rodgers 18- 
63, Jam.Rodgers 4-14, Katz 2-9, Steven- 
son 1-1, Canfield 2-1. BYU, Unga 24-71, 
Tonga 5-42, Jorgensen 1-6, Hall 5-(minus 


3). 

Passing—Oregon St., Canfield 19-40-1- 
168, Katz 2-6-0-46, Hekker 1-1-0-3. BYU, 
Hall 19-30-0-192. 

Receiving—Oregon St., Adeniji 7-102, 
Jam.Rodgers 4-30, Jac.Rodgers 4-13, 
Bishop 2-21, Kjos 1-20, Halahuni 1-12, 
Wheaton 1-12, Parker 1-4, Mitchell 1-3. 
BYU, Pitta 5-45, George 4-46, Unga 3-15, 
Jacobson 2-27, Tonga 2-19, Ashworth 1- 
25, Di Luigi 1-9, Chambers 1-6. 


Pro football 


NFL injury report 
NEW YORK — The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 
league (OUT - Definitely will not play; 
DNP - Did not practice; LIMITED - Limited 
participation In practice; FULL - Full par- 
ticipation in practice): 


FRIDAY 

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS at TENNESSEE 
TITANS — CHARGERS: OUT: C Scott Mruc- 
zkowski (ankle). DNP: DE Jacques Ce- 
saire (elbow), NT Travis Johnson (groin), 
LB Shawne Merriman (foot), WR Legedu 
Naanee (foot). FULL: LB Kevin Burnett 
(neck), C Nick Hardwick (ankle), P Mike 
Scifres (left groin). TITANS: DNP: DT Tony 
Brown (knee, quadricep), CB Nick Harper 
(shoulder), DE Kyle Vanden Bosch (neck). 
LIMITED: TE Craig Stevens (concussion), 
WR Nate Washington (ankle). 


SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 33 
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College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 fared 


Tuesday 

1. Kansas (11-0) beat California 84-69. 
Next: vs. Belmont, Tuesday. 

2. Texas (11-0) beat No. 9 Michigan 
State 79-68. Next: vs. Gardner-Webb, 
Tuesday. 

3. Kentucky (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Long Beach State, Wednesday. 

4. Purdue (11-0) beat SIU-Edwardsville 
90-63. Next: at lowa, Tuesday. 

5. Syracuse (12-0) beat Oakland, Mich. 
92-60. Next: at Seton Hall, Tuesday. 

6. West Virginia (9-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 15 Mississippi, Wednesday. 

7. Duke (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Long Beach State, Tuesday. 

8. Villanova (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Delaware, Wednesday. 

9. Michigan State (9-3) lost to No. 2 
Texas 79-68. Next: vs. Texas-Arlington, 
Wednesday, Dec. 30. 

10. North Carolina (9-3) beat Marshall 
98-61. Next: vs. Rutgers, Monday. 

11. Connecticut (8-2) beat Maine 71- 
54. Next: vs. lona, Sunday. 

12. Kansas State (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Cleveland State, Tuesday. 

13. New Mexico (12-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 23 Texas Tech, Tuesday. 

14. Georgetown (8-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Harvard, Wednesday. 

15. Mississippi (10-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 6 West Virginia, Wednesday. 

16. Tennessee (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. North Carolina A&T, Wednesday. 

17. Ohio State (10-2) beat Cleveland 
State 72-59. Next: at Wisconsin, Thurs- 
day, Dec. 31. 

18. Florida (8-3) lost to South Alabama 
67-66. Next: vs. American U., Monday. 

19. Texas A&M (9-3) lost to No. 22 
Washington 73-64. Next: vs. Northwest- 
ern State, Saturday, Jan. 2. 

20. Butler (8-4) lost to UAB 67-57. Next: 
> Wisconsin-Green Bay, Thursday, Dec. 


21. Temple (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Bowling Green, Monday. 

22. Washington (8-2) beat No. 19 Texas 
PN 73-64. Next: vs. San Francisco, Sun- 

ay. 
23. Texas Tech (10-1) beat Stanford 
ae Next: at No. 13 New Mexico, Tues- 
ay. 

24. Clemson (11-2) beat Western Caro- 
lina 79-57. Next: vs. South Carolina State, 
Tuesday. 

25. Gonzaga (8-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Eastern Washington, Monday. 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 


EAST 

Army 54, New Hampshire 46 
Boston U. 86, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 77 
Central St., Ohio 59, Lincoln, Mo. 58 
Colgate 63, Dartmouth 44 
Connecticut 71, Maine 54 
Duquesne 86, St. Francis, Pa. 56 
Felician 74, Dowling 55 
Gannon 68, Daemen 64 
Kent St. 71, Robert Morris 57 
Lafayette 74, St. Francis, NY 69 
Lehigh 66, Marist 55 
Niagara 77, St. Bonaventure 71 
Philadelphia 65, Pace 60 
Pittsburgh 74, Ohio 49 
Rutgers 66, St. Peter’s 42 
Sacred Heart 82, Holy Cross 79 
Seton Hall 94, Navy 56 
Syracuse 92, Oakland, Mich. 60 
Ursinus 90, Immaculata 87, OT 
Wittenberg 72, Otterbein 56 

SOUTH 


Arkansas St. 71, MVSU 64 
Auburn 94, Alabama St. 78 
Austin Peay 71, Evansville 68 
Canisius 59, Southern Miss. 56 
Clemson 79, W. Carolina 57 
Florida Gulf Coast 64, DePaul 61 
Florida St. 95, Tenn.-Martin 68 
George Mason 89, VMI 86 
George Washington 84, East Carolina 
80, OT 
Georgia St. 85, Georgia Southern 65 
Georgia Tech 80, Kennesaw St. 55 
Longwood 88, Campbell 80 
Louisiana Tech 81, Texas-Pan Ameri- 
can 60 
Louisiana-Monroe 74, Harding 61 
Maryland 98, Winston-Salem 55 
McNeese St. 77, Southern, NO 59 
Memphis 87, SE Missouri 57 
Middle Tennessee 69, Howard 51 
Mississippi St. 88, Centenary 51 
Morgan St. 87, Towson 80 
North Carolina 98, Marshall 61 
North Florida 64, New Orleans 49 
Richmond 89, UNC Greensboro 63 
South Alabama 67, Florida 66 
Transylvania 72, Mount Union 63 
UAB 67, Butler 57 
Virginia Tech 71, UMBC 34 
W. Kentucky 83, Murray St. 72 
William & Mary 70, Radford 68 
MIDWEST 
Akron 77, Ill.-Chicago 65 
Buffalo 71, Wis.-Green Bay 65 
Cincinnati 74, Winthrop 57 
Creighton 85, Houston Baptist 56 
Detroit 76, Cent. Michigan 58 
E. Illinois 100, Franklin 40 
Grand Valley St. 66, Olivet 58 
IPFW 75, Valparaiso 72 
Illinois St. 80, Grambling St. 56 
lowa St. 83, North Dakota 52 
Kansas 84, California 69 
Loyola of Chicago 68, Albany, N.Y. 56 
Loyola, Md. 72, Indiana 67 
Marygrove 75, Purdue-N. Central 73 
Michigan 76, Coppin St. 46 
N. Illinois 87, Md.-Eastern Shore 69 
Northwestern 74, Cent. Connecticut 
St. 54 
Notre Dame 101, Bucknell 69 
Ohio St. 72, Cleveland St. 59 
Purdue 90, SIU-Edwardsville 63 
Saint Louis 61, UMKC 54 
Samford 58, E. Michigan 56 
San Diego St. 76, Drake 73, OT 
bn St. Thomas, Minn. 80, Concordia, St.P. 
Taylor 79, Cincinnati Christian 59 


W. Illinois 55, Cent. Arkansas 44 

Wis.-Whitewater 77, Augustana, Ill. 66 

Wright St. 69, Ark.-Little Rock 47 

Youngstown St. 82, High Point 69 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 66, Missouri St. 62, OT 

North Texas 71, SE Louisiana 61 

Sam Houston St. 93, Fla. International 

63 

Stephen F.Austin 102, East Central 68 

Texas 79, Michigan St. 68 

Texas Tech 100, Stanford 87 

Texas-Arlington 101, Texas Wesleyan 


FAR WEST 
Air Force 69, UC Davis 57 
BYU 110, Nevada 104 
Chicago St. 62, E. Washington 53 
Colorado 92, CS Northridge 58 
Denver 84, Seattle 83 
Nebraska 74, Tulsa 70 
Oregon 77, Idaho St. 71 
Portland 82, Idaho 52 
UCLA 75, Colorado St. 63 
Utah St. 83, Cal St.-Fullerton 60 
Wagner 71, Jackson St. 62 
Washington 73, Texas A&M 64 
Washington St. 72, LSU 70, OT 
Weber St. 66, Morehead St. 64 
TOURNAMENT 
Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Class 
First Round 
Hawaii 84, Coll. of Charleston 71 
Saint Mary’s, Calif. 78, Northeastern 
67 
Southern Cal 55, W. Michigan 51 
UNLV 67, SMU 53 


AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 


Wednesday’s games 
No. 3 Kentucky vs. Long Beach State 
_ No. 6 West Virginia vs. No. 15 Missis- 
sippi 
No. 8 Villanova vs. Delaware 
No. 14 Georgetown vs. Harvard 
No. 16 Tennessee vs. North Carolina 
A&T 
Thursday’s ee 
No games schedule 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Saturday’s game 
No. 6 West Virginia at Seton Hall 
Sunday’s games 
No. 11 Connecticut vs. lona at the XL 
Center, Hartford, Conn. 
No. 22 Washington vs. San Francisco 


Tuesday’s women’s scores 


EAST 
Bloomsburg 75, Philadelphia 71 
Delaware 85, Buffalo 72 
Gannon 108, Central St., Ohio 62 
Georgetown 67, N.C. State 66 
Louisville 76, New Hampshire 67 
Manhattan 63, Fordham 47 
Marist 76, Northeastern 69 
Navy 54, Air Force 48 
Rhode Island 52, Towson 46 
Saint Joseph’s 78, Old Dominion 62 
St. Thomas Aquinas 72, Chestnut Hill 
62 

Syracuse 72, Delaware St. 20 
Troy 54, St. Francis, NY 41 
Villanova 44, La Salle 41 
West Virginia 79, UMBC 45 

SOUTH 


Ark.-Little Rock 59, Southern Miss. 40 

Cent. Arkansas 52, E. Kentucky 47 

Charleston Southern 66, Savannah St. 
51 

Florida Gulf Coast 76, Fla. Interna- 
tional 62 

George Mason 63, George Washington 

3 


Georgia 66, Detroit 42 
Georgia Tech 62, Georgia St. 50 
Kentucky 87, Tenn.-Martin 47 
LSU 72, SE Louisiana 27 
Louisiana Tech 86, Memphis 76 
MVSU 60, Tougaloo 53 
N. Kentucky 74, W. Va. Wesleyan 46 
Pittsburgh 76, W. Kentucky 60 
SE Missouri at UAB, ppd. 
Tulane 75, McNeese St. 45 
MIDWEST 
Calvin 59, Madonna 56 
Drake 67, New Orleans 40 
Evansville 73, Ball St. 67 
Illinois St. 82, E. Illinois 66 
Indiana 73, Toledo 63 
lowa 82, S. Dakota St. 69 
Missouri St. 76, SIU-Edwardsville 60 
Northwestern 85, Loyola of Chicago 
58 
Ohio St. 99, W. Illinois 38 
Washington 71, W. Michigan 63 
Wis.-Oshkosh 71, Edgewood 60 
SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas St. 68, S. Illinois 54 
Kansas 89, Houston 69 
Oklahoma St. 90, Oral Roberts 65 
FAR WEST 
CS Bakersfield 76, Miami (Ohio) 56 
Cal Poly 63, Santa Clara 55 
Colorado 86, San Jose St. 50 
Fresno St. 63, Pacific 33 
Nevada 75, Washington St. 54 
New Mexico St. 76, Alcorn St. 54 
Pepperdine 91, UC Irvine 74 
Tennessee 89, San Francisco 34 
Utah 89, Oregon 86, OT 
TOURNAMENT 
United Electric Holiday Tournament 
Championship 
Bellarmine 85, Edinboro 77 
Third Place 
Merrimack 87, Queens Coll. 65 


AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 


Wednesday’s games 
No. 1 Connecticut vs. No. 2 Stanford at 
the XL Center, Hartford, Conn. 
No. 15 Xavier vs. Austin Peay 
Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Saturday’s gonies 
No games schedule 
Sunday’s games 
No games scheduled 


“STARS AND STRIPES® 





Cuarces Rex Arsocast/AP 


San Jose goalie Evgeni Nabokov makes a chest save during the third 
period of Tuesday’s game against Chicago. Nabokov made 45 saves. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

GP W OT Pts GF GA 

New Jersey 35 26 8 53 106 75 
Pittsburgh 37 25 ii 

N.Y.Rangers 36 17 16 

N.Y. Islanders 37 13 17 

Philadelphia 35 15 18 


Northeast Division 


1 

1 

3 

7 

2 

o 
Buffalo 35 22 10 3 47 94 76 
Boston 35 17 11 7 41 90 87 
Ottawa 36 18 14 4 40 100 103 
Montreal 38 17 18 3 37 97 107 
Toronto 37 13 16 8 34 106 130 

Southeast Division 

Washington 36 22 8 6 50 130 100 
Atlanta 35 18 13 4 40 115 108 
Florida 38 16 15 7 39 111 122 
Tampa Bay 36 13 «14 9 35 91 109 
Carolina 36 9 21 6 24 89 131 


Western Conference 
Central Division 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Chicago 35 23 9 3 49105 74 
Nashville 37 22 12 3 47 107 105 
Detroit 36 18 13 5 41 98 96 
St. Louis 35 16 14 5 37 91 97 
Columbus 37 14 16 7 35 105 131 

Northwest Division 

Colorado 39 21 12 6 48 115 114 
Calgary 35 20 11 4 44101 87 
Vancouver 37 21 16 0 42 114 94 
Minnesota 36 17 #16 3 37 93 103 
Edmonton 36 15 17 4 34 107 120 


Pacific Division 


San Jose 37 22 8 7 51122 97 
LosAngeles 37 22 12 3 47 111 108 
Phoenix 37 22 = «13 2 46 96 85 
Dallas 36 15 10 11 41 107 112 


Anaheim 36 15 14 7 37 103 113 
Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. 
Tuesday’s games 
San Jose 3, Chicago 2 
Anaheim 4, Colorado 2 
Vancouver 4, Nashville 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Florida at N.Y. Rangers 
Ottawa at Pittsburgh 
Toronto at N.Y. Islanders 
Montreal at Carolina 
Edmonton at Minnesota 
Atlanta at Boston 
Buffalo at Washington 
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay 
Chicago at Detroit 
Columbus at Dallas 
Anaheim at Phoenix 
St. Louis at Calgary 
Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Saturday’s games 
Ottawa at Buffalo 
Montreal at Toronto 
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers 
New Jersey at Washington 
Philadelphia at Carolina 
Columbus at Detroit 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
Chicago at Nashville 
St. Louis at Minnesota 
Los Angeles at Phoenix 
Dallas at Colorado 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
Anaheim at San Jose 


Tuesday 
Sharks 3, Blackhawks 2 
San Jose 11 1-3 
Chicago 0 2-—2 


0 

First Period—1, San Jose, Heatley 22 
(D.Boyle), 3:18. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Thornton 
10 (Pavelski), 5:10 (sh). 

Third Period—3, Chicago, Kane 11 
(Hossa), 4:10. 4, San Jose, Demers 2 
(Thornton, Heatley), 4:30. 5, Chicago, 
Hossa 6 (Kane, Keith), 18:09. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 4-3-7—14. 
Chicago 15-11-21—47. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 5; Chicago 0 of 7. 

Goalies—San Jose, Nabokov 19-5-7 (47 
shots-45 saves). Chicago, Huet 16-8-2 
(14-11). 

A—21,614 (19,717). T—2:22. 


Ducks 4, Avalanche 2 
Anaheim 0 0 4—4 
Colorado 10 1—2 


First Period—1, Colorado, Yip 1 (Hen- 
dricks, B.Clark), 2:09. 

Third Period—2, Colorado, Stastny 9 
(Liles, Wolski), 3:28. 3, Anaheim, Nieder- 
mayer 4 (Perry, Getzlaf), 12:26. 4, Ana- 
heim, Sexton 5 (Koivu, Beleskey), 15:05. 5, 
Anaheim, Getzlaf 10 (Perry, Ryan), 19:34. 
6, Anaheim, Marchant 5, 19:49 (en). 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 14-14-15—43. 
Colorado 6-4-7—17. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 3; Colorado 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Hiller 11-9-2 (17 
shots-15 saves). Colorado, Anderson 18- 
9-5 (42-39). 

A—12,171 (18,007). T—2:21. 


Canucks 4, Predators 1 


Nashville 00 11 
Vancouver 02 2—4 

Second Period—1, Vancouver, Bernier 
10 (Glass, Wellwood), 6:39. 2, Vancouver, 
D.Sedin 8 (H.Sedin, Bieksa), 16:23 (pp). 

Third Period—3, Vancouver, Salo 3 
(H.Sedin, D.Sedin), 6:53. 4, Vancouver, 
H.Sedin 16 (D.Sedin, Burrows), 9:31. 5, 
eS avis: Hornqvist 11 (Dumont, Goc), 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 6-7-8—21. 
Vancouver 14-14-8—36. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 2; Vancouver 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Nashville, D.Ellis 8-6-1 (36 
shots-32 saves). Vancouver, Luongo 17- 
12-0 (21-20). 

A—18,810 (18,630). T—2:14. 


Scoring leaders 
Through Dec. ae 


G A PTS 
Joe Thornton, SJ 37 10 41 51 
Marian Gaborik, NYR 34 25 22 47 
Henrik Sedin, Van 37 16 31 47 
Sidney Crosby, Pit 36 22 21 43 
Alex Ovechkin, Was 28 23 18 41 
Dany Heatley, SJ 37 22 19 41 
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 36 10 31 41 
Corey Perry, Anh 36 16 24 40 
Zach Parise, NJ 35 15 25 40 
Nicklas Backstrom, Was 36 12 28 40 
Brad Richards, Dal 34 10 30 40 


PIE] = O 


San Jose 
holds off 


Chicago 


The Associated Press 


CHICAGO — The Chicago 
Blackhawks controlled the play 
for nearly the entire game against 
the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday 
night, but still fell short. 

Evgeni Nabokov made 45 saves, 
and Joe Thornton and Dany 
Heatley each had a goal and an 
assist to lead the Sharks to their 
third straight victory, 3-2 over 
Chicago. 

Jason Demers also scored for 
the Sharks, who moved ahead of 
the Blackhawks into first place 
in the Western Conference, and 
snapped Chicago’s four-game 
overall and five-game home win- 
ning streaks. 

Patrick Kane and Marian 
Hossa each had a goal and an as- 
sist for the Blackhawks, who out- 
shot the Sharks 47-14. 

“We didn’t have many chances, 
SO we were lucky to create enough 
to win the game,” San Jose coach 
Todd McLellan said. “Cer- 
tainly when you look at it in the 
big picture, we didn’t play near 
well-enough. 

“We basically robbed one here 
tonight and we can chalk that one 
up to Nabby.” 

Ducks 4, Avalanche 2: At Den- 
ver, Ryan Getzlaf scored with 
25.9 seconds remaining, complet- 
ing a late rally by Anaheim over 
Colorado. 

Trailing 2-0 late in the third 
period, the Ducks scored four un- 
answered goals for their fourth 
victory in five games. 

Scott Niedermayer and Dan 
Sexton had goals to tie up the 
game, then Getzlaf scored the go- 
ahead goal. 

The Avalanche pulled goalie 
Craig Anderson for the final sec- 
onds, and Todd Marchant added 
an empty-net goal. 

Jonas Hiller had 15 saves to 
bump his winning streak to four 
games. 

Brandon Yip scored his first 
NHL goal for Colorado, while 
Paul Stastny added another. 

Canucks 4, Predators 1: At 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Daniel and Henrik Sedin each 
had a goal and two assists and Ro- 
berto Luongo made 20 saves and 
Vancouver beat Nashville. 

Steve Bernier and Sami Salo 
also scored for the Canucks, who 
improved to 5-2-0 on a season- 
long eight-game homestand and 
moved into playoff position in the 
Western Conference. 

Patric Hornqvist spoiled Lu- 
ongo’s bid for his 50th career 
shutout with 5:24 left with a high 
backhand after being allowed to 
skate in alone on a 2-0 rush. 

Dan Ellis made 32 saves for the 
Predators, who had their four- 
game winning streak snapped 
with their first loss in regulation 
in eight games (6-1-1). 
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NBA roundup 


Pierce, 
outlast 


The Associated Press 


BOSTON — Paul Pierce is a 
shooter, so he does what shooters 
do and he thinks the way shooters 
think. 

All the time. 

Even after missing his first 10 
shots of the night. 

“TI was getting great shots, 
man,” he said. “I thought some- 
thing was wrong with the rim, not 
with me.” 

Pierce shrugged off his shoot- 
ing slump and scored 16 points 
in the fourth quarter, including 
seven straight to put the Boston 
Celtics ahead for good in a 103-94 
victory over the Indiana Pacers 
on Tuesday night. 

Pierce finished with 21 points, 
going 12-for-13 from the free- 
throw line to make up for his slow 
start from the floor. 

“Shooters believe they can 
shoot. They always believe it,” 
Celtics coach Doc Rivers said. 
“They can go O0-for-20, and 
they’re thinking the odds are on 
their side. 

“That’s the difference between 
the average player and the great 
player. The average player stops 
shooting and turns it into a bad 
game. The great players are 
thinking after every miss, the 
next one has to go in.” 

Kendrick Perkins scored 19 
points to go with eight rebounds, 
and Rasheed Wallace filled in for 
an ailing Kevin Garnett with nine 
points and 13 rebounds. Garnett 
was scratched just before game 
time with a right thigh bruise, 
the first game he has missed this 
season. 

“T think everyone was looking 
around, and saw Kevin was not 
putting on his uniform,” Pierce 
said. “This was right before the 
game. It’s like, ‘Kevin is not play- 
ing.’ I guess it took us a half to 
realize that Kevin wasn’t going 
to be out there. ... It was definitely 
an adjustment.” 

Troy Murphy had 24 points 
and a season-high 18 rebounds 
for Indiana, which lost its fourth 
straight. Earl Watson scored all 
18 of his points in the first half to 
help the Pacers open a 15-point 
halftime lead. 

The Celtics trailed 66-54 before 
scoring 13 straight points — nine 
by Ray Allen, taking their first 
lead of the game on his three- 
pointer with 4:45 left in the third 
quarter. 

Lakers 111, Thunder 108: At 
Los Angeles, Kobe Bryant scored 
40 points for the sixth time this 
season and NBA-leading Los An- 
geles shook off a rough first half 
before holding off Oklahoma City 
for its 16th victory in 17 games. 

Pau Gasol had 15 points and 11 
rebounds for the road-weary Lak- 
ers, who needed two last-minute 
free throws apiece from Bryant 
and Derek Fisher to win their 
first game back from a five-game 
road trip. 


Celtics 
Pacers 


Wizards 105, 76ers 98: Bril- 
liant at the beginning and end, 
and basically silent in between, 
Gilbert Arenas scored 31 points 
to lead Washington over Philadel- 
phia, ending a three-game home 
losing streak. 

Elton Brand led Philadelphia 
with 18 points and 12 rebounds. 

Reserve guard Earl Boykins 
scored 18 for Washington, which 
had lost seven of eight. 

Knicks 88, Bulls 81: David 
Lee rattled in the clinching jump- 
er with 5.5 seconds left, finishing 
with 18 points and a career high- 
tying 21 rebounds as host New 
York held on to beat Chicago. 

Al Harrington led the Knicks 
with 20 points and Wilson Chan- 
dler had 16. Derrick Rose scored 
22 of his 26 points in the second 
half for the Bulls. 

Bobcats 88, Pistons 76: At 
Charlotte, N.C., Gerald Wallace 
had 29 points and 12 rebounds in 
his return after missing a game 
with severe headaches, leading 
Charlotte over the undermanned 
Detroit Pistons to snap a three- 
game skid. 

Rodney Stuckey scored 20 
points for Detroit, which shot 38 
percent. 

Hawks 112, Timberwolves 87: 
At Minneapolis, Jamal Crawford 
scored 26 points and Joe Johnson 
added 21 points and six assists to 
lead Atlanta past Minnesota. 

Kevin Love had 15 points and 
matched a career high with 19 re- 
bounds for the Timberwolves. Al 
Jefferson added 17 points and 10 
rebounds. 

Grizzlies 121, Warriors 108: 
At Memphis, Tenn., Zach Ran- 
dolph scored a season-high 33 
points and grabbed 18 rebounds, 
and Memphis withstood Golden 
State’s strong start to beat the 
slumping Warriors. 

Marc Gasol and O.J. Mayo 
added 22 points apiece as the 
Grizzlies won their third straight. 
Corey Maggette had 25 points 
and Monta Ellis 23 to lead the 
Warriors. 

Trail Blazers 85, Mavericks 
81: At Dallas, Brandon Roy 
scored 23 points, LaMarcus AI- 
dridge added 19 points and 12 
rebounds and Portland rallied in 
the fourth quarter to beat Dallas. 

Dirk Nowitzki had 27 points and 
nine rebounds in his return from 
an elbow injury and J.J. Barea 
added 22 points for the Maver- 
icks, who had won six of seven. 

Rockets 108, Clippers 99: At 
Houston, Carl Landry matched 
his career high with 27 points in 
his first game back after dental 
surgery, helping Houston beat 
Los Angeles. 

Landry damaged five teeth Fri- 
day night when he took an elbow 
to the mouth from Nowitzki. Luis 
Scola had 19 points for the Rock- 
ets. Chris Kaman had a career- 
high 29 points for the Clippers. 





“STARS AND STRIPES® 


Eastern Conference 
Atlantic ee : 


Pct GB 
Boston 22 5 .215 — 
Toronto 13. 17: ~.433) «10% 
New York 11 4617 « 4.393) «11% 
Philadelphia 7 21 .250 15% 
New Jersey 2 26 .071 20% 
Southeast Division 
Orlando 21 7 750 — 
Atlanta 20 7 «741 Vp) 
Miami 13. 12 520 6% 
Charlotte 11 16 .407 9% 
Washington 9 17 .346 11 
Central Division 
Cleveland 21 8 724 — 
Milwaukee 12 14 462 7% 
Detroit 11 #17 2393 9% 
Chicago 10 17 .370 10 
Indiana 9 18 .333 11 


Western Conference 
Southwest Division 


L Pct GB 
Dallas 20 9 690 — 
Houston 17 «11 «6607 «(2% 
San Antonio 15 10 .600 3 
Memphis 13 15 464 6% 
New Orleans 12 14 462 6% 

Northwest Division 
Denver 19 9 679 — 
Portland 18 12 .600 2 
Utah 16 12 .571 3 
Oklahoma City 13 14 481 5% 
Minnesota 5 24 172 14% 
Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 23 4 852 — 
Phoenix 18 10 643 5% 
Sacramento 13. 14 .481 10 
L.A. Clippers 12 16 .429 ll” 
Golden State 7 20 .259 16 


Tuesday’s games 
Charlotte 88, Detroit 76 
Washington 105, Philadelphia 98 
New York 88, Chicago 81 
Boston 103, Indiana 94 
Memphis 121, Golden State 108 
Atlanta 112, Minnesota 87 
Portland 85, Dallas 81 
Houston 108, L.A. Clippers 99 
L.A. Lakers 111, Oklahoma City 108 

Wednesday’s games 
Houston at Orlando 
Minnesota at New Jersey 
Toronto at Detroit 
Utah at Miami 
Golden State at New Orleans 
Washington at Milwaukee 
Portland at San Antonio 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix 
Atlanta at Denver 
Cleveland at Sacramento 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 
Miami at New York 
Boston at Orlando 
Cleveland at L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Denver at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
Memphis at Dallas 
Atlanta at Indiana 
Houston at New Jersey 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Washington at Minnesota 
Charlotte at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Utah 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 
Phoenix at Golden State 


Tuesday 
Wizards 105, 76ers 98 


PHILADELPHIA — T.Young 4-11 1-1 9, 
Iguodala 4-9 1-2 10, Dalembert 4-5 2-2 
10, Green 6-13 3-4 16, Holiday 2-5 1-2 5, 
Williams 4-8 3-4 12, Brand 7-13 4-6 18, Ka- 
pono 3-5 0-0 7, Speights 3-5 3-4 9, Carney 
1-1 0-0 2, Smith 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-75 18- 
25 98. 

WASHINGTON — Butler 4-11 6-6 14, 
Jamison 1-6 5-6 7, Haywood 1-4 0-0 2, Are- 
nas 13-24 2-2 31, Foye 3-7 1-2 8, Oberto 0-0 
0-0 0, N.Young 5-10 1-2 13, Boykins 6-10 
5-6 18, Blatche 5-9 0-0 10, McGuire 1-2 0-2 
2. Totals 39-83 20-26 105. 

Philadelphia 21 23 35 19— 98 
Washington 27 20 25 33-105 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 4- 
13 (Kapono 1-3, Green 1-3, Iguodala 1-3, 
Williams 1-3, T.Young 0-1), Washington 
7-15 (Arenas 3-6, N.Young 2-5, Foye 1-1, 
Boykins 1-2, Butler 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 47 (Brand 
12), Washington 47 (Arenas 8). Assists— 
Philadelphia 24 (Iguodala 7), Washington 
17 (Butler 4). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 
21, Washington 20. Technicals—Philadel- 
phia defensive three second 2. A—15,435 
(20,173). 


Bobcats 88, Pistons 76 


DETROIT — Jerebko 3-10 0-0 6, Maxiell 
2-6 0-0 4, B.Wallace 2-4 2-2 6, Atkins 3-6 
2-2 9, Stuckey 9-20 2-5 20, Bynum 4-9 4- 
8 12, Daye 1-7 1-2 4, Villanueva 2-8 0-0 4, 
K.Brown 0-1 0-0 0, Summers 1-7 1-2 3, Wil- 
cox 4-4 0-0 8. Totals 31-82 12-21 76. 

CHARLOTTE — G.Wallace 10-18 5-6 29, 
Diaw 4-8 0-2 8, Chandler 0-1 1-2 1, Fel- 
ton 4-8 2-2 10, Jackson 5-15 0-0 13, Mo- 
hammed 6-9 0-1 12, Augustin 3-7 1-2 8, 
D.Brown 0-1 0-0 0, Graham 2-3 0-0 5, Law 
0-0 2-2 2. Totals 34-70 11-17 88. 

Detroit 19 17 19 21—76 
Charlotte 23 29 17 19—88 

Three-Point Goals—Detroit 2-12 (At- 
kins 1-1, Daye 1-4, Stuckey 0-1, Summers 
0-1, Jerebko 0-1, Bynum 0-2, Villanueva 
0-2), Charlotte 9-18 (G.Wallace 4-6, Jack- 
son 3-5, Graham 1-1, Augustin 1-2, Fel- 
ton 0-1, Diaw 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Detroit 53 (B.Wallace 8), 
Charlotte 49 (G.Wallace 12). Assists—De- 
troit 12 (Bynum 4), Charlotte 22 (Felton 
8). Total Fouls—Detroit 20, Charlotte 16. 
Technicals—Charlotte defensive three 
second. A—16,864 (19,077). 


Friday-Saturday, December 25-26, 2009 


NBA scoreboard 





Evise AMENDOLA/AP 


Boston center Kendrick Perkins, left, can’t reach an offensive 
rebound against Indiana forward Troy Murphy, rear, and guard Earl 
Watson during the first half of Tuesday’s game in Boston. 


Knicks 88, Bulls 81 


CHICAGO — Deng 11-23 1-1 23, Noah 
4-13 2-3 10, Miller 0-3 0-0 0, Rose 11-21 3- 
3 26, Salmons 2-9 2-2 7, Gibson 3-4 2-3 8, 
Hinrich 2-7 0-0 5, Johnson 1-3 0-0 2, Pargo 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-84 10-12 81. 

NEW YORK — Gallinari 2-13 6-6 11, 
Chandler 8-18 0-0 16, Lee 8-13 2-2 18, 
Duhon 3-10 0-0 7, Jeffries 3-7 3-6 10, Har- 
rington 8-16 2-4 20, Hughes 2-6 0-0 4, 
Bender 0-2 2-2 2. Totals 34-85 15-20 88. 

Chicago 12 19 25 25-81 
New York 22 31 15 20-88 

Three-Point Goals—Chicago 3-8 (Rose 
1-1, Hinrich 1-2, Salmons 1-4, Deng 0-1), 
New York 5-27 (Harrington 2-7, Jeffries 
1-2, Duhon 1-4, Gallinari 1-8, Bender 0-1, 
Chandler 0-2, Hughes 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Chicago 52 (Noah 21), 
New York 56 (Lee 21). Assists—Chicago 
10 (Rose 4), New York 23 (Lee 5). Total 
Fouls—Chicago 15, New York 13. A— 
19,763 (19,763). 


Celtics 103, Pacers 94 


INDIANA — Dunleavy 2-5 1-2 6, Murphy 
9-17 4-4 24, Hibbert 2-8 2-4 6, Watson 6-13 
3-4 18, D.JJones 2-8 4-5 8, Rush 5-7 1-2 15, 
Hansbrough 1-4 0-0 2, S.Jones 1-1 0-0 2, 
Ford 2-2 2-2 6, Head 3-9 1-1 7. Totals 33-74 
18-24 94. 

BOSTON — Pierce 4-15 12-13 21, Wal- 
lace 3-8 2-2 9, Perkins 6-11 7-8 19, Rondo 
5-14 5-6 15, R.Allen 6-14 9-9 23, Scalabrine 
0-5 2-2 2, T.Allen 2-5 0-0 4, House 4-7 0-0 
10. Totals 30-79 37-40 103. 


Indiana 28 29 20 17— 94 
Boston 21 21 35 26—103 
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 10-21 


(Rush 4-4, Watson 3-7, Murphy 2-5, Dun- 
leavy 1-2, Head 0-3), Boston 6-20 (House 
2-3, R.Allen 2-8, Pierce 1-2, Wallace 1-4, 
T.Allen 0-1, Scalabrine 0-2). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Indiana 51 (Murphy 
18), Boston 48 (Wallace 13). Assists—In- 
diana 23 (D.Jones 8), Boston 21 (Rondo 9). 
Total Fouls—Indiana 25, Boston 21. Tech- 
nicals—Ford, Indiana defensive three 
second 2, Perkins. A—18,624 (18,624). 


Hawks 112, Timberwolves 87 


ATLANTA — Williams 4-10 2-2 10, Jos. 
Smith 5-6 0-1 10, Horford 7-15 2-3 16, 
Bibby 6-11 4-5 18, Johnson 9-18 0-2 21, 
Pachulia 2-4 0-0 4, Crawford 9-17 4-6 26, 
Evans 1-6 0-0 2, Morris 0-0 3-4 3, Collins 
0-0 0-0 0, Hunter 0-0 0-0 0, Teague 0-1 2-2 
2. Totals 43-88 17-25 112. 

MINNESOTA — Wilkins 1-4 2-3 4, Love 
6-12 3-3 15, Jefferson 7-12 3-6 17, Flynn 
5-13 5-6 16, Brewer 5-12 4-6 15, Sessions 
0-6 7-10 7, Hollins 5-8 0-0 10, Pavlovic 0-1 
0-0 0, Ellington 1-3 0-0 2, Jawai 0-1 1-2 1, 
Pecherov 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 30-73 25-36 87. 


Atlanta 26 28 27 31-112 
Minnesota 17 24 28 18— 87 
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 9-20 


(Crawford 4-7, Johnson 3-5, Bibby 2-4, 
Williams 0-2, Evans 0-2), Minnesota 2-7 
(Flynn 1-2, Brewer 1-3, Love 0-1, Pavlovic 
0-1). Fouled Out—Morris, Pachulia, Hol- 
lins. Rebounds—Atlanta 49 (Horford 11), 
Minnesota 58 (Love 19). Assists— Atlanta 
22 (Bibby, Johnson 6), Minnesota 14 
(Wilkins, Brewer 3). Total Fouls—Atlanta 
29, Minnesota 23. Technicals—Jos.Smith, 
Minnesota defensive three second. A— 
11,271 (19,356). 


Grizzlies 121, Warriors 108 


GOLDEN STATE — Radmanovic 3-8 0-0 
7, Maggette 9-14 7-11 25, C.Hunter 6-9 2- 
2 14, Curry 6-15 0-0 14, Ellis 8-14 7-11 23, 
Morrow 4-9 1-1 11, A.Randolph 4-8 2-2 10, 
Watson 1-5 2-2 4. Totals 41-82 21-29 108. 
MEMPHIS — Gay 6-9 4-5 16, Z.Randolph 
14-21 5-5 33, Gasol 10-17 2-4 22, Conley 5- 
15 0-0 11, Mayo 9-17 4-6 22, Thabeet 1-2 
0-2 2, Young 3-6 4-6 10, Tinsley 0-0 1-2 1, 
Carroll 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 50-92 20-30 121. 
Golden State 38 20 21 29—108 
Memphis 32 36 29 24—121 
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 5-17 
(Morrow 2-3, Curry 2-6, Radmanovic 1-6, 
Watson 0-1, Ellis 0-1), Memphis 1-6 (Con- 
ley 1-2, Z.Randolph 0-1, Mayo 0-3). Fouled 
Out—C.Hunter. Rebounds—Golden State 
48 (Curry 7), Memphis 53 (Z.Randolph 18). 
Assists—Golden State 20 (Curry 8), Mem- 
phis 24 (Conley 6). Total Fouls—Golden 
State 28, Memphis 20. Technicals—Gold- 
en State Coach Nelson, Memphis defen- 
sive three second. A—12,827 (18,119). 


Trail Blazers 85, Mavericks 81 


PORTLAND — Webster 1-6 0-0 3, AI- 
dridge 9-16 1-3 19, Przybilla 0-0 1-2 1, 
Miller 4-11 4-4 12, Roy 7-19 8-8 23, Blake 
2-7 0-0 6, Bayless 3-8 2-2 9, Jus\Howard 5- 
10 0-0 10, Tolliver 0-1 0-0 0, Pendergraph 
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 32-79 16-19 85. 

DALLAS — Marion 0-7 0-0 0, Nowitzki 
10-13 5-7 27, Dampier 3-7 2-8 8, Kidd 1-6 
0-0 3, Barea 9-16 1-1 22, Jo.Howard 4-8 
0-0 8, Terry 2-13 3-4 8, Gooden 2-7 1-2 5, 
Thomas 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 31-80 12-22 81. 


Portland 18 26 14 27—85 
Dallas 14 19 32 16—81 
Three-Point Goals—Portland 5-14 


(Blake 2-2, Bayless 1-2, Roy 1-4, Webster 
1-4, Tolliver 0-1, Miller 0-1), Dallas 7-19 
(Barea 3-4, Nowitzki 2-2, Terry 1-5, Kidd 
1-6, Dampier 0-1, Thomas 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 52 (AI- 
dridge 12), Dallas 57 (Dampier 15). As- 
sists—Portland 21 (Roy 6), Dallas 21 
(Kidd 6). Total Fouls—Portland 23, Dallas 
14. Technicals—Portland defensive three 
second. Flagrant Fouls—Ju.Howard. A— 
19,863 (19,200). 


Rockets 108, Clippers 99 


L.A. CLIPPERS — Thornton 6-12 1-1 13, 
Camby 5-6 2-2 12, Kaman 13-21 3-5 29, 
B.Davis 5-13 7-8 18, Gordon 6-17 2-3 15, 
Butler 2-7 0-0 5, Skinner 0-0 0-0 0, Smith 
0-0 1-2 1, Telfair 3-3 0-0 6, Collins 0-0 0-0 0, 
Novak 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-79 16-21 99. 

HOUSTON — Battier 4-10 0-1 11, Scola 
9-13 1-2 19, Hayes 1-2 0-2 2, Brooks 2-8 
2-3 7, Ariza 2-11 3-6 7, Landry 7-10 13-15 
27, McGrady 3-5 4-4 10, Lowry 6-13 3-3 16, 
Taylor 1-3 0-0 2, Andersen 3-4 1-2 7. Totals 
38-79 27-38 108. 

L.A. Clippers 33 21 28 17— 99 
Houston 34 31 23 20—108 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 3- 
9 (B.Davis 1-2, Butler 1-2, Gordon 1-5), 
Houston 5-18 (Battier 3-6, Lowry 1-3, 
Brooks 1-4, Taylor 0-1, Ariza 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 45 
(Camby 19), Houston 51 (Battier 8). As- 
sists—L.A. Clippers 23 (B.Davis 9), Hous- 
ton 26 (Lowry 7). Total Fouls—L.A. Clip- 
pers 24, Houston 18. Technicals—L.A. 
Clippers Coach Dunleavy, Kaman. A— 
17,128 (18,043). 


Lakers 111, Thunder 108 


OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 11-19 7- 
8 30, Green 5-11 1-2 12, Krstic 0-2 4-4 4, 
Westbrook 9-21 3-4 21, Sefolosha 6-11 2-2 
16, Collison 0-1 1-2 1, Harden 6-14 2-2 16, 
Ibaka 4-12 0-0 8. Totals 41-91 20-24 108. 
L.A. LAKERS — Artest 5-10 0-2 12, Gasol 
5-10 5-6 15, Bynum 3-9 5-7 11, Fisher 4-9 
4-4 15, Bryant 14-26 12-14 40, Vujacic 0-1 
0-0 0, Odom 3-11 4-4 12, Farmar 0-2 0-0 0, 
Brown 2-3 2-2 6. Totals 36-81 32-39 111. 
Oklahoma City 30 31 21 26—108 
L.A. Lakers 25 29 34 23—111 
Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 6- 
14 (Harden 2-3, Sefolosha 2-4, Durant 1-1, 
Green 1-3, Westbrook 0-3), L.A. Lakers 7- 
18 (Fisher 3-5, Artest 2-2, Odom 2-6, Vu- 
jacic 0-1, Farmar 0-1, Bryant 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Durant, Collison. Rebounds—Okla- 
homa City 52 (Ibaka 14), L.A. Lakers 54 
(Gasol 11). Assists—Oklahoma City 26 
(Westbrook 13), L.A. Lakers 20 (Bryant 6). 
Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 30, L.A. Lak- 
ers 20. Technicals—Westbrook, L.A. Lak- 
ers defensive three second 2. A—18,997 
(18,997). 


Scoring leaders 


G FG FT PTS AVG 
Anthony, DEN 28 292 247 855 30.5 
Bryant, LAL 27 295 175 790 29.3 
James, CLE 29 287 209 831 28.7 
Durant, OKC 27 248 207 737 27.3 


Wade, MIA 25 226 193 666 26.6 
Nowitzki,DAL 28 261 188 732 26.1 
Ellis, GOL 27 260 129 664 24.6 
Bosh, TOR 30 246 216 714 23.8 
Arenas, WAS 26 202 128 582 22.4 
Roy, POR 30 233 159 666 22.2 
Johnson, ATL 27 227 87 581 21.5 
Gay, MEM 27 210 115 555 20.6 
Jennings, MIL 26 193 84 524 20.2 
Evans, SAC 26 192 126 523 20.1 


Kaman, LAC 28 231 92 554 19.8 
Boozer, UTA 28 222 109 553 19.8 
Stoudemire, PHX28 210 133 553 19.8 
Duncan, SAN 23 183 88 454 19.7 
Stuckey, DET 28 204 138 552 19.7 
Williams, UTA 26 187 109 512 19.7 


Pace 36 O 


PEE EY v8 AT 





“STARS AND STRIPES? 


weer 
pa* 
Hew cma peat 


= Hes — at - 
r) ! 


Friday-Saturday, December 25-26, 2009 


o eit ae 
ier a8 


A NEWSPAPER FOR OUR MILITARY 


Independent News for the U.S. Military Community 
Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live 


The first Stars and Stripes 
was produced by Union 
soldiers during the Civil 
War. Using the facilities 
of a captured newspaper 
plant in Bloomfield, Mo., 
they ran off a one-page pa- 
per. That was our debut in 
1861. 


Stars and Stripes was re- 
vived during World War I. 
Our first edition appeared 
in Paris on February 8, 
1918. Produced weekly by 
an all-military staff, the 
paper served the doughboys of the American Expeditionary 
Force (AEF), under General of the Armies John J. Pershing. 








The newspaper ceased printing when the war ended, but 24 
years later, on April 18, 1942, Stars and Stripes enjoyed a 
second renaissance. During World War II, a small group of 
servicemen began publishing a four-page weekly Stars and 
Stripes in London. The enterprising group quickly established 
an audience. 


They sold each copy for “tuppence” (two English pence or 
about 5 cents) and in no time doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead of weekly. 


The first edition of Stars and Stripes published during World War II 
featured an interview with Gen. George C. Marshall, Army Chief 
of Staff. Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, World War I Commander 
of the AEF, who said that Stripes had been a major factor in sus- 
taining morale. 


Stars and Stripes also found a special champion and protector 
in Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Command- 


RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE 
* 2006 Scripps NAA ACME Award for Excellence 





er. Eisenhower enforced a 
hands-off policy in regard to 
Stars and Stripes that contin- 
ues to the present day. 
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VICTORY 


Nek Revoul Surrender 
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Operations expanded, fol- 
lowing GIs to the battlefront 
to bring them the news. Dur- 
ing the war, Stars and Stripes 
published as many as 32 
separate editions, with page 
counts running as high as 24 
pages per issue. 


At one time, Stars and Stripes 
had as many as 25 printing 
locations in Europe, North Africa, the Middle East and the 
Pacific. 


The Pacific edition was launched a week after VE day (Vic- 
tory in Europe, May 8, 1945). 


In the years that followed World War II, Stripes reporters 
and photographers continued to join American troops in the 
field. Throughout the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, Stars and 
Stripes published the news. The paper was there in the 1990s 
during Operations Desert Shield, Desert Storm, and Provide 
Comfort and in Bosnia and Kosovo. 


From the outset of Operation Enduring Freedom, in 2003, 
Stars and Stripes was there to report first-hand. The war in 
Afghanistan continues to receive steady coverage. And during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Stripes reporters have embedded 
with military units in Kuwait and Iraq, as well as on Navy 
ships in the region. 


As the hometown newspaper for service members, govern- 
ment civilians and their families in Europe, the Middle East 


¢ Scripps Howard Foundation National Journalism Award — First Amendment, Finalist 2004 


* 2004 Excellence in Journalism Award (American Legion) 


— Ground Truth Series 


* Multiple awards for overseas coverage from the Military Reporters and Editors Association 
* 2004 Editor and Publisher Photo of the Year - Honorable Mention 
* Distinguished Reporting, Society of Professional Journalists’ Sigma Delta Chi Award 
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and the Pacific, Stars and 
Stripes offers the same type 
of national and international 
news, sports and opinion 
columns found in newspa- 
pers in the United States. 


A weekly comprised exclu- 
sively of Stars and Stripes 
reports from around the 
world launched in Decem- 
ber 2008 to serve service 
members who have returned 
to the United States from 
overseas tours. 





Stripes.com offers all five daily editions online and serves 
over 3.0 million page views monthly. 


Washington, DC, today hosts our central offices, where five 
separate editions are composed and transmitted daily, then 
sent out to 12 remote printing facilities in Spain, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, South Korea, Afghanistan, Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait 
and Djibouti. 


We have also launched five advertising weeklies (in US., 
Okinawa, Guam, Kanto Plain and UK) designed to serve the 
needs of their respective military communities. 


Starting in 2008, and for the first time since the Civil War, 
Stars and Stripes is publishing in the United States in partner- 
ship with commercial newspaper publishers who serve com- 
munities with large military populations. For now the paper’s 
availability is limited to the Fredericksburg, Virginia area, 
as Stars and Stripes distributes its publication with The Free 
Lance-Star. 


STARSW24STRIPES. 


Your Hometown Newspaper 


529 14th Street NW - Suite 350 
Washington, DC 20045-1301 
202.761.0900 
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Coach: Patterson 
helps players 
with their lives 


PLAYER, FROM BACK PAGE 


threat to bust the Bowl Championship Se- 
ries under Patterson, who was promoted 
from defensive coordinator after Dennis 
Franchione left Fort Worth for Alabama in 
2000. 

Patterson has an 85-27 record at TCU 
and has led the Horned Frogs to five sea- 
sons of at least 11 victories in the past 
seven years. 

This season, the Horned Frogs went 12- 
0 for their first undefeated regular season 
since 1938, when TCU won its only AP na- 
tional championship. 

Patterson said he’s become a more well- 
rounded coach during at TCU. 

“T had to change my personality. I’m a 
passionate guy on game day. I’m all over 
the place,” he said. 

“T’m better at helping kids with their 
lives. When you first become an assistant 
you’re all about Xs and Os, but I tried to 
become better at [helping players] after 
practice.” 

The Horned Frogs came into this season 
ranked No. 17 in the country, but Patterson 
needed to replace seven starters on a de- 
fense that was one of the best in the nation 
in 2008. 

“We were not happy with the way we 
played defense in the spring,” Patterson 
said. 

He and his staff quickly rebuilt another 
fast, swarming defense around All-Ameri- 
can pass rusher Jerry Hughes. 

The Horned Frogs ranked No. 1 in the 
country in yards allowed and sixth in 
points allowed. 

Hughes is the perfect example of TCU’s 
ability to spot and develop talent. 

He was a 210-pound running back in 
high school, but Patterson switched him to 
defensive end, and Hughes has blossomed 
into a future NFL draft pick. 


Player: Soccer, hoops were first 
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Coach Gary 
Patterson is 
85-27 at TCU 
and has led 
the Horned 
Frogs to five 
seasons of at 
least 11 vic- 
tories in the 
past seven 
years. 


“We want to be known as the best devel- 
opmental program in Texas,” Patterson 
said. 

This season, TCU developed into a domi- 
nant team. 

The Frogs blew out most of their opposi- 
tion — nine victories by at least 25 points 
— and came up big on the road. TCU won 
at Virginia, Clemson and Utah. 

“It’s avery strong underneath current of 
confidence, and that’s the reason they have 
played on the road so well,” Patterson, 49, 
said of his team’s personality. 

“Not a high-emotion group, not a bunch 
of yellers and screamers.” 

TCU’s success turned Patterson into a 
rising star in coaching, a guy who’s name 
frequently comes up when a job opens. 

Last year, there was speculation that 
Patterson would end up at his alma mater, 
Kansas State. 

This season, when Notre Dame was look- 
ing for a coach, Patterson was mentioned 
as a possible candidate. But he agreed to a 
new contract this month intended to keep 
him at TCU through 2016. 

Patterson said TCU has everything he 
needs and he doesn’t think reaching the 
BCS means the job is done in Fort Worth. 

“For us it’s been a dream come true, but 
we understand there’s a fine line between 
penthouse and outhouse,” he said. 

“People may think we reached the pin- 
nacle. No, we haven’t. We want to play for 
the national championship. 

“We want to be the USC of Texas. 
The private school that competes for 
championships.” 


PLAYER, FROM BACK PAGE 


“Tt’s a great choice,” Nebraska 
coach Bo Pelini said. 

“T give [the voters] a lot of cred- 
it. I’m not taking anything away 
from Ingram or McCoy or any 
of the other guys. I just think at 
his position, you would be hard- 
pressed to say there’s a better 
player than Suh. He’s had a tre- 
mendous year.” 

It’s the fourth time the award 
went to a player other than the 
Heisman winner and first since 
Iowa QB Brad Banks beat out 
USC’s Carson Palmer in 2003. 
Suh finished behind Ingram, 
Gerhart and McCoy in the Heis- 
man voting, though he did receive 
more points than any fourth-place 
finisher in the 75-year history of 
the award. 

Suh, a 6-foot-4, 300-pound se- 
nior, had an All-America-caliber 
season before the Cornhuskers 
played Texas on Dec. 5 at Cow- 
boys Stadium in Dallas. 

He nearly led Nebraska to a 
stunning upset, with 12 tackles 
and 41/2 sacks. The Longhorns 
kicked a last-second field goal to 
escape with a 13-12 victory, but 
Suh was so unblockable that he 
earned a trip to New York as one 
of five finalists for the Heisman. 

He finished the season with 
12 sacks and was the pillar of 


the ninth-ranked defense in the 
country. 

“T think I had a good year,” he 
said. “I definitely got better in a 
couple of areas. I won,’t say ’'m 
satisfied by any means, because 
we still have a big game left to 
play against Arizona in the Holi- 
day Bowl.” 

Suh got a relatively late start 
in football. Soccer and basket- 
ball were his things growing up 
in Portland, Ore., the son of a Ja- 
maican mother and father from 
Cameroon. 

His name means “House of 
Spears” in the language of the 
Ngema tribe. But Suh outgrew 
soccer — literally. 

His mother, Bernadette, was 
apprehensive about allowing her 
son to play football, but eventu- 
ally gave her permission. 

Suh went through tough times 
in his first two seasons at Nebras- 
ka, being part of one of the worst 
defenses in school history in 2007. 
Then Pelini became the Huskers 
coach, and Nebraska’s defense 
began to turn around with Suh 
leading the charge. 

Suh is everything an NFL 
team could want in a defensive 
linemen. 

Big, strong, quick and agile, 
he’s projected to be one of the 
first players taken in the April 
draft, possibly even No. 1 overall. 


Las Vegas Bowl 





By OSKAR GARCIA 
The Associated Press 


LAS VEGAS — Max Hall was getting 
so familiar to Las Vegas, a television com- 
mentator joked this week that he should 
have a showroom alongside entertainers 
Siegfried & Roy or Penn & Teller. 

In Hall’s final act for No. 15 BYU on 
Tuesday night, he threw three TD passes 
for his best performance in Sin City, lead- 
ing the Cougars to a 44-20 victory over No. 
16 Oregon State in the Las Vegas Bowl. 

“Tt means a lot — it’s a special time for 
me,” Hall said after playing in the Las 
Vegas Bowl for the third year in a row. “It’s 
something I’1l remember for a long time.” 

Hall gave the Cougars their third tri- 
umph in five successive Las Vegas Bowl 
appearances and ended the Beavers’ run 
of five consecutive bowl victories. 

He completed passes to eight receivers, 
and threw a 25-yard touchdown pass to 
Luke Ashworth, a 17-yard scoring strike 
to Dennis Pitta and a 15-yard TD pass to 
Manase Tonga. He had 139 yards passing 
in the first half. 

Tonga added an 18-yard rushing touch- 
down, and Harvey Unga finished with 76 
yards rushing and a TD for BYU (11-2). 

“We wanted to end it well,” Hall said. 
“We want to keep getting better. We want 
BYU to continue to improve.” 

Hall, a senior, transferred to BYU from 
Arizona State in 2006 and sat out that sea- 
son, leading the scout team. In the three 
years since, he amassed 11,365 yards and 
94 touchdowns, second only to Ty Detmer 
(15,031 yards, 121 TDs in four seasons) in 
school history. 

“If Max has to be judged by one game, 
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BYU's Hall takes stage, 
then QB takes charge 





DaniEL GLUSKOTER/AP 


Max Hall threw three TD passes to lead 
No. 15 BYU past No. 16 Oregon State in 
the Las Vegas Bowl on Tuesday night. 


it should be this one,” BYU coach Bronco 
Mendenhall said. “My hope is that if there 
are comments [on Hall’s performance] it 
ought to be on the basis of this game.” 

The Cougars misdirected the Oregon 
State (8-5) defense with draws and short 
plays as Hall battled 50 mph wind and 30- 
degree temperature. 

After taking a sack in the fourth quarter, 
Hall said he did his best to pop back up and 
not show any signs of weakness. “I thought 
I was going to throw up,” he said. 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


to the men, women & families of our armed forces. 


Thank You for your service and sacrifice. 


God Bless America. 
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NFL: WEEK 16 


Broncos still in contro! 
of fate despite late slip 


By Pat GRAHAM 
The Associated Press 


ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Josh 
McDaniels rattled off a lengthy 
list of miscues and missteps that 
ended up derailing Denver in a 
last-minute loss to the Oakland 
Raiders. 

The bright spot, the Broncos 
coach quickly pointed out, was 
that his team was “far from being 
dead” in the race for a playoff 
berth. 

True, but the Broncos (8-6) 
made their path to the playoffs a 
lot more challenging. 

Denver had a chance to move a 
giant step closer to locking up an 
AFC wild-card spot, only to have 
JaMarcus Russell come off the 
bench to rally the Raiders in a 20- 
19 victory Sunday. 

Just like that, the Broncos gave 
a slew of teams renewed hope, 
including the defending Super 
Bowl champion Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers (7-7). 

Happy holidays. 

Even with their recent slump, 
though, the Broncos are in con- 
trol of their postseason chances. 
A triumph in Philadelphia, fol- 
lowed by another at home against 
Kansas City, and they’re in. 

It’s that simple. 

But they’re not favored against 
an Eagles team that’s won five 
straight games. 

A loss there complicates things 


even more, a fact the Broncos are 
well aware of. 

“We put ourselves in this pre- 
dicament, so we’ve got to get our- 
selves out of it,” quarterback Kyle 
Orton said Sunday. 

After going 6-0, the Broncos 
stumbled into a late-season funk. 
This is a slide that’s become all 
too familiar in the Mile High City 
in recent years. 

Not even a new coach and a re- 
tooled roster could prevent it. 

Last season, the Broncos went 
through a similar swoon, losing 
three straight with three to go to 
miss the playoffs for a third year 
in a row. 

This season, Denver has 
dropped six of eight, allowing 
the San Diego Chargers to storm 
back from a 3!/2-game deficit and 
clinch their fourth straight divi- 
sion crown. 

Given his team’s freefall, Mc- 
Daniels was asked about the 
psyche of his players. 

He swiftly remarked it wasn’t 
an issue — or so he would hope. 

“If we’re concerned about our 
mental state now, then we’ve got 
other issues,” McDaniels said 
Sunday. 

At times this season, the Bron- 
cos have thrived in pressure 
situations. 

They weren’t expected to win 
against New England or at San 
Diego, but found a way. 

Same with a game Thanksgiv- 


ing against the New York Giants. 

Do the Broncos play better with 
the pressure turned up? 

“T don’t think that attitude or 
mind-set is going to help us win 
the game. ... It doesn’t work that 
way,” McDaniels said. “This is a 
very harsh league. If you don’t 
play well enough against anybody, 
you are going to be in a dogfight 
or you’re going to find yourself on 
the losing end.” 

The Oakland game was a prime 
example. Blame the offense for 
red-zone inefficiency or failing to 
run time off the clock late in the 
game. 

Either that or rebuke the de- 
fense for not clamping down on 
the tailback tandem of Michael 
Bush and Darren McFadden, who 
shredded the Broncos for a com- 
bined 207 yards rushing, or stop- 
ping Russell’s late surge. 

McDaniels chalked the loss up 
to a little bit of all of the above. 

“We just missed so many op- 
portunities in critical situations,” 
said McDaniels, who is hoping to 
have tailback Correll Buckhalter 
(ankle) and safety Renaldo Hill 
(ankle) back Sunday against the 
Eagles. 

“Those ultimately always come 
back to haunt you.” 

Denver had a chance to seal the 
victory late in the game. 

With the Broncos ahead 16-13, 
Brandon Stokley snared a pass 
from Orton and sprinted 63 yards 


Friday-Saturday, December 25 - 26, 2009 





Jack Dempsey/AP 


Denver Broncos quarterback Kyle Orton is sacked by the Oakland 
Raiders’ Matt Shaughnessy during the first quarter Sunday. 


before being horse-collared by 
Stanford Routt at the Oakland 4. 
Routt’s penalty pushed the ball to 
the 2, but saved the game-clinch- 
ing touchdown. 

The Broncos struggled to punch 
it in, settling for Matt Prater’s 
fourth field goal that made it 19- 
13, leaving the Raiders within a 
touchdown and less than six min- 
utes left. With the door ajar, the 
Raiders burst through as Russell 
found Chaz Schilens on a 10-yard 
TD pass with 35 seconds remain- 


ing to deal a blow to Denver’s 
playoff plans. Now, the Broncos 
are trying to bounce back against 
an Eagles team playing well. 

“This is one of the best teams 
in all of football,” McDaniels said. 
“We expect it to be a really diffi- 
cult preparation, a difficult game. 
... If you think you’re going to do 
much in January, you’ve got to 
be able to play good teams on the 
road and play your best football 
and ultimately make the plays 
you need to make to win.” 


Jags desperate to avoid another Pats knockout 


By Mark LONG 
The Associated Press 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — No team 
has done more damage to Jacksonville’s 
postseason hopes than the New England 
Patriots. 

The Pats knocked the Jaguars out of the 
playoffs in 1996, 2005 and 2007, and have 
handed them two other late-season blows. 
New England’s 26-20 victory at Jackson- 
ville in 1997 prevented the Jaguars from 
earning the No. 2 seed and a first-round 
bye in the AFC playoffs. 

Instead, the Jaguars ended up playing 
on the road against eventual Super Bowl 
champion Denver. 

Nine years later, the Patriots edged the 
Jaguars 24-21 in a game that could have 
landed Jacksonville in the playoffs. 

New England has a chance to deliver an- 
other knockout punch Sunday in Foxbor- 
ough, Mass. 

“We are in a must-win situation, and 
there’s no shying away from that,” quar- 
terback David Garrard said. 

“Tt’s the NFL. You hope you’re in a must- 
win. We’re happy to be in this position, but 
we’ve got to do something with it.” 

The Jaguars (7-7) would be in a much 
better spot had they not lost consecutive 
games to Miami and Indianapolis. 

Nonetheless, they still have hope. 

Although Baltimore and Denver (both 8- 
6) have a grip on the two wild-card spots, 





Puit Coate/AP 


Jacksonville Jaguars running back Mau- 
rice Jones-Drew slips past Indianapolis 
Colts linebacker Clint Session during the 
third quarter Dec. 17 in Jacksonville, Fla. 


the Jaguars need to win only their final 
two games and have either the Ravens or 
Broncos falter to clinch a berth. 

Possible? Sure. 

Probable? Maybe not. 

Not only are the Patriots unbeaten at 
home this season, they have pretty much 
dominated the series against Jacksonville. 


New England is 7-1 against the Jaguars 
and has won four in a row. Maybe even 
more daunting, Jacksonville has never won 
in Foxborough (0-5). 

But the Jaguars made it clear that history 
has nothing to do with Sunday’s matchup. 

They’re not playing the two-time de- 
fending Super Bowl champions as they did 
in the 2005 playoffs, and they’re not fac- 
ing the 17-0 team like as did in the 2007 
playoffs. 

“They had a special team and those are 
the years that they were making special 
runs,” cornerback Rashean Mathis said. 
“T’m sure they’ve knocked a lot of guys out 
of the playoffs and did a lot of things to a 
lot of teams. The teams they had those few 
years have gone down in history. We were 
just part of the run, part of the teams that 
were in their way. They had a great team. 
But this is not the same team. Not say- 
ing they’re not capable of doing the same 
things, but it’s not the same team.” 

Jacksonville had its chances against the 
Dolphins and Colts. The Jaguars had the 
ball three times in Miami territory in the 
fourth quarter, but failed to convert two 
fourth-down plays and lost 14-10. They 
forced Indy to punt three times in the 
fourth quarter last week, but gave up a 65- 
yard pass from Peyton Manning to Reggie 
Wayne on third down, then blew several 
chances down the stretch to retake the lead 
and lost 35-31. 


Those close losses left the Jaguars in 
desperation mode. 

“We had our opportunity,” coach Jack 
Del Rio said. “We want to try to create that 
opportunity and find a way to close it out in 
the end. You give yourself a chance. ... The 
fact that it didn’t go the way you wanted 
in the end is not reason to throw up your 
hands and say, ‘I give.’ If anything, it’s rea- 
son to go in with the commitment neces- 
sary to see the thing through.” 

With five rookies in the starting lineup, 
eight others on the roster and a host of 
young players in key roles, the Jaguars 
believe all that inexperience could pay off. 
After all, they have no clue about the his- 
tory of the series and might not be affected 
by what Del Rio called the New England 
“mystique.” 

Just in case, though, Mathis wants his 
teammates to realize that nothing matters 
outside of what happens Sunday. 

“Tt’s not the team from when they had 
their run,” Mathis said. “They’re winning 
in different ways. They’re finding ways to 
win without blowing teams out. We com- 
mend them on that effort, but we can’t think 
in our head that we’re playing the champi- 
onship Patriots. We’re playing the Patriots 
of 09, and that’s how you look at it. 

“If you give a team too much respect, 
you’re gonna get your doors blown off. You 
can’t allow yourself to think that way and 
be successful.” 
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The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Major League 
Baseball and its umpires have 
reached an agreement on a five- 
year labor contract running 
through December 2014. 

The sides worked into Tuesday 
evening to reach the deal and an- 
nounced it Wednesday morning. 

Owners and the World Umpires 
Association hope to ratify the 
agreement next month. Owners 
meet Jan. 14 in Scottsdale, Ariz., 
and the umpires hold their annual 
gathering a few days later. 

Management has been seek- 
ing to gain increased flexibility 
on playoff assignments as part of 
the agreement, which could allow 
umpires to work the World Series 
in consecutive seasons. Following 
aseries of missed calls during the 
playoffs, MLB went with an all- 
veteran crew of six umpires in 
this year’s World Series. 


Former Jags RB Taylor says 
team could be L.A.-bound 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — For- 
mer Jacksonville running back 
Fred Taylor said Wednesday the 
Jaguars might find themselves in 
Los Angeles and jokingly said he 
was putting in a bid for a job. 

Taylor, who played with the 
Jaguars from 1998 until being 
released after the 2008 season, 
challenged Jaguars fans during a 
conference call on Wednesday by 
saying the team probably would 
be better off moving. 

“Sometimes the truth hurts,” 
said Taylor, who gets his first 
crack at his old team when he and 
the New England Patriots host 
the Jaguars this week. “It can be 
played either way in that the fans 
want the team to stay there, they 
have to show that they want the 
team to stay there.” 

Taylor said the league has made 
it clear a team eventually will be 
in Los Angeles and because of at- 
tendance problems, the Jaguars 
might be the choice. 

“T don’t know what’s going to be 
a decision maker or breaker but 
you look at average attendance 
and whatever have you at the end 
of the day they’re going to find a 
team to take out there,” he said. 
“T don’t want to offend anyone. 
Never do, but you’ve got to be 
realistic.” 

Jaguars coach Jack Del Rio 
said his former back has always 
been one to speak his mind. 

“Fred has always been a great 
interview because he _ speaks 
straight from the heart and he’s 
not trying to be politically cor- 
rect,” Del Rio said. “That’s what 
he feels and it’s entertaining 
reading.” 

As far as any potential move 
goes, Del Rio said he will support 
whatever decision team owner 
Wayne Weaver makes. 

“T’m an employee of his,” Del 
Rio said. “Whatever he wants to 
do, my personal feelings are not 
part of it, my duty is to do the best 
I can in my role as head coach.” 

In other NFL news: 

m@ Eagles running back Brian 
Westbrook was cleared Wednes- 
day to play after recovering from 
two concussions and is expected to 
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DANIEL OcHoa DE O1za/AP 


Seven-time Formula One champion Michael Schumacher has agreed 
to come out of retirement to drive for Mercedes in 2010. 


return against the Denver Bron- 
cos at home Sunday. The former 
All-Pro running back has played 
in just six games this season. 

m The Chiefs on Wednesday 
released veteran wide receiver 
Mark Bradley, who dropped two 
passes in last Sunday’s loss to 
Cleveland. 

™ Buffalo rookie safety Jairus 
Byrd, who leads the NFL with 
nine interceptions, was placed on 
injured reserve Wednesday by the 
Bills. He has been bothered by a 
groin injury related to surgery he 
had to repair a sports hernia last 
summer. 

™@ Steelers safety Troy Polam- 
alu didn’t practice again Wednes- 
day because of his injured left 
knee ligament and doesn’t ex- 
pect to play Sunday against 
Baltimore. 

m™@ Bills defensive end Aaron 
Schobel is contemplating retire- 
ment, saying Wednesday he’s 
going to go home after the season 
before making a decision. 

™@ An ankle injury prevented 
Bills starter Ryan Fitzpatrick 
from practicing Wednesday, 
opening the possibility for Brian 
Brohm to make his NFL debut at 
Atlanta this weekend. 

m™ Kyle Boller returned to St. 
Louis Rams practice Wednesday 
after recovering from flu-like 
symptoms that left him bedrid- 
den for three days last week, and 
the team is easing him back. He’s 
missed the last two games, the 
first due to a bruised left thigh. 

™ Brett Favre is brushing aside 
his conflict with Minnesota coach 
Brad Childress. 

Childress said he had a “good 
talk” with his quarterback on 
both Monday and Wednesday 
about their disagreement dur- 
ing Sunday’s loss to Carolina. 
Childress has said he suggested 
to Favre that he come out of the 
game with the Vikings clinging to 
a one-point lead. Minnesota even- 
tually lost 26-7. 

Childress also insists Favre 
has been “extremely true” to the 
offense in response to questions 
the 40-year-old hasn’t followed 
orders. 

Favre says the dispute is re- 
solved and that he and Childress 
have communicated well this 
season. 

After a 10-1 start, the Vikings 
have lost two of their last three 
games. Favre has thrown for only 


three touchdowns with four inter- 
ceptions in December. 

m Atlanta coach Mike Smith 
said Wednesday that Matt Ryan 
has not had a setback in his recov- 
ery from a turf toe injury, even 
though the Falcons quarterback 
was held out of practice. 

Smith said the plan all week 
was for Ryan to participate only in 
Wednesday’s early walkthrough 
session as the team continues to 
treat the injury to his right big toe 
with caution. 


Pacquiao-Mayweather fight 
likely off, says promoter 


LAS VEGAS — The promoter 
for boxing sensation Manny Pac- 
quiao said Wednesday a fight 
against Floyd Mayweather Jr. will 
not happen unless Mayweather’s 
camp drops its insistence for 
Olympic-style blood testing. 

Promoter Bob Arum said if 
that doesn’t happen by Thursday, 
the proposed March 13 fight that 
would have likely been the richest 
ever in boxing is over. 

Arum accused Mayweather’s 
camp of raising the issue not 
because it was worried about 
Pacquiao taking performance- 
enhancing substances, but be- 
cause Mayweather never wanted 
to fight in the first place. 

Arum said that Pacquiao would 
agree to testing by the same 
agencies that test pro football and 
baseball players, but not for ran- 
dom tests by the U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency. 

He said that Pacquiao still 
plans to fight March 13, and will 
now look for another opponent. 


Schumacher to return 
to Formula One with Mercedes 


BERLIN — Seven-time Formu- 
la One champion Michael Schum- 
acher is coming out of retirement 
to drive for Mercedes in 2010, 
saying he expects to contend for 
the title again. 

The German, who turns 41 
on Jan. 3, announced his come- 
back on Wednesday after three 
years away from the sport that he 
dominated for the first half of the 
decade. 

“Three years of absence gave 
back all the energy that I’m feel- 
ing right now,” Schumacher said 
in a telephone conference. “I feel 
ready for some serious stuff. 

“T still feel absolutely on the 
edge. It’s thrilling and excit- 


ing. I believe I can be absolutely 
competitive.” 

Schumacher, who will join 
Nico Rosberg in an all-German 
team for the 2010 season, said he 
and Mercedes are in discussions 
about a deal through the 2012 
season. 


SEC alleges fraud 
by Austin investment firm 


AUSTIN, Texas — An Austin 
businessman and two of his com- 
panies were accused in an alleged 
scam using former NFL players 
to attract investors. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission on Tuesday filed se- 
curities fraud charges in federal 
court in Austin naming Kurt B. 
Barton, Triton Financial LLC 
and Triton Insurance. 

The SEC alleges $8.4 million 
was raised from about 90 inves- 
tors to purchase an insurance 
company. 

Regulators say the money 
instead went to pay Triton ex- 
penses. The SEC says Barton and 
Triton have consented to court 
orders freezing their assets and 
appointment of a receiver. 

Barton attorney Joe Turner 
says his client will work with the 
receiver to ensure that investors 
“do not lose their money.” 

A March Sports Illustrated ar- 
ticle prompted the Texas State 
Securities Board to examine Tri- 
ton’s dealings. 


No. 19 Texas A&M loses 
Roland to broken right leg 


SEATTLE — Texas A&M se- 
nior Derrick Roland suffered a 
gruesome leg injury in the 19th- 
ranked Aggies’ 73-64 loss at No. 
22 Washington Tuesday night and 
had surgery at a Seattle hospital 
early Wednesday morning. 

Coach Mark Turgeon said Ro- 
land broke his tibia and fibula 
bones in his lower right leg. 

“He’s in surgery now,” Turgeon 
said immediately after the game. 

Turgeon then rushed out of the 
arena to the hospital across town. 
He referred all other questions to 
top assistant Scott Spinelli. 

“We expect him to make a full 
recovery,” Spinelli said, though 
he conceded Roland’s college ca- 
reer may be over — barring some 
unexpected turn of events such 
as a medical redshirt for another 
season. 


Blue Jays get Morrow 
from Mariners for League 


SEATTLE — The _ Toronto 
Blue Jays finalized their trade 
Wednesday to acquire former No. 
1 draft choice Brandon Morrow 
from the Seattle Mariners for fel- 
low reliever Brandon League and 
minor league outfielder Joher- 
myn Chavez. 

Morrow has shown flashes of 
brilliance with the Mariners but 
he has been slowed as Seattle has 
converted him from a starter to a 
reliever and back. He was sharp 
as a fill-in closer in 2008. 

In other baseball news: 

m@ Nick Johnson returned to the 
New York Yankees on Wednesday, 
finalizing a $5.5 million, one-year 
contract. 
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Baseball, umpires reach five-year deal 


@ A person with knowledge of 
the negotiations told The Asso- 
ciated Press on Wednesday the 
Braves have reached a prelimi- 
nary agreement on a one-year 
contract with Troy Glaus, who is 
likely to move to first base with 
Atlanta. 

™@ Outfielder Brian Ander- 
son and the Kansas City Royals 
agreed Wednesday to a $700,000, 
one-year contract. 


Nets arena plan ends 
year with momentum 


NEW YORK — A massive pro- 
posed complex including a new 
arena for the New Jersey Nets 
is ending the year with momen- 
tum, though opponents say they’ 
keep trying to stop the massive 
project. 

The developer planning the 
proposed $4.9 billion Atlantic 
Yards development signed key 
documents Wednesday letting 
the project proceed as a state 
agency filed papers to force the 
sale of part of the 22-acre prop- 
erty through condemnation. 

Last week, developer Forest 
City Ratner Cos. sold more than 
$500 million in bonds to finance 
the arena and completed a plan to 
sell 80 percent of the team and 45 
percent of the arena to Russian 
billionaire Mikhail Prokhorov. 

But some lawsuits fighting the 
project continue, and opponents 
say they will challenge the con- 
demnation proceedings. 


Nevada down 2 more 
players before Hawaii Bowl 


RENO, Nevada — Nevada 
coach Chris Ault said Wednesday 
he disciplined two of his players 
and they will not play in the Ha- 
waii Bowl in Honolulu. 

The school’s announcment 
comes one day before Nevada’s 
bowl game against Southern 
Methodist. 

In a statement, Ault said he had 
suspended saftey Duke Williams 
for the game and _ linebacker 
Andre Davis was dismissed from 
the program. 

The school said Williams and 
Davis violated team and athletic 
department policy, but the viola- 
tions were not disclosed in the 
school’s statement. 

The Wolf Pack will also be 
without star running backs Vai 
Taua and Luke Lippincott. Taua, 
who led Nevada with 1,345 yards 
rushing, has been ruled academi- 
cally ineligible. Lippincott, who 
ran for 1,034 yards, is sidelined 
with a toe injury. 

In other college football news: 

™@ Incoming UNLV _ coach 
Bobby Hauck said Wednesday 
he’s excited about generating en- 
thusiasm for football and building 
a winning program, but he doesn’t 
know how long it will take for his 
team to reach his goals. 

The Board of Regents was set 
to approve Hauck’s contract in an 
afternoon meeting. 

UNLV President Neal Sma- 
tresk says the three-year contract 
will pay Hauck $350,000 annual- 
ly, with some pay deferred and in- 
centives for winning, bowl games 
and graduation rate. 
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“It’s a great choice. I give [the voters] a lot of credit. ... I just think at his position, you would 


be hard-pressed to say there’s a better player than Suh. He’s had a tremendous year.” 


Nebraska coach Bo Pelini 
on Ndamukong Suh being the first defensive star voted AP player of the year 


Top of their games 


AP coach 
of the year: 
Gary 
Patterson, 


TCU 


By Raupu D. Russo 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Gary Patterson 
guided TCU to its best season in 
70 years on the way to becoming 





> HAPPY ENDING 

=) Pierce misses first 10 
Shots, then lifts Celtics 
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AP player 
of the year: 
Ndamukong 

suh, 

Nebraska 


By Rapu D. Russo 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Nebraska de- 
fensive tackle Ndamukong Suh 
bulled past the guys who play the 
glamour positions and proved you 
don’t have to score touchdowns or 
toss passes to be the player of the 
year. 

Spurred by a dominant perfor- 
mance against Texas in the Big 
12 title game, Suh became the 
first defensive player to be voted 
college football player of the 
year by The Associated Press on 
Tuesday. 

Suh had won two defensive 
player of the year awards — the 
Nagurski and Bednarik — and 
two for best lineman — the Lom- 
bardi and Outland. He also fin- 
ished fourth in the Heisman 
Trophy voting. 

“Just being recognized as play- 
er of the year is a huge accom- 
plishment,” Suh said in a recent 
phone interview from Lincoln, 
Neb. 

He received 26 of a possible 59 
votes from AP college football 
poll voters to edge Stanford run- 
ning back Toby Gerhart, who re- 
ceived 20 votes. 

Heisman winner Mark Ingram 
finished tied for third with Texas 
quarterback Colt McCoy, each 
getting six votes. Florida quar- 
terback Tim Tebow received one 
vote. 

Since the AP started handing 


of the year from outside the six 


bids. 
Patterson led the Horned Frogs 
to a perfect regular season, their 


title, their first BCS appearance 
and even had them vying for a 
spot in the national championship 
game. 

“T’m really kind of humbled by 
the whole thing,” Patterson said 
in a telephone interview. “The 
best way I know how to deal with 
it is to put my nose down and keep 
getting ready for Boise.” 

No. 3 TCU plays No. 6 Boise 
State (13-0) in the Fiesta Bowl on 
Jan. 4. 


day, Patterson received 21 votes 
from the AP college football poll 
panel to edge Brian Kelly. The 
former Cincinnati coach, now 
with Notre Dame, received 19 
votes. Alabama’s Nick Saban, 
who won the award last season, 
had 14 votes. 

Chip Kelly of Oregon received 
three votes, and Boise State’s 


Brown each had one vote. 





the Horned Frogs has been his 


out a player of the year award best, but TCU’s success this 
in 1998, all winners have been Dave Weaver/AP season is no great surprise. The 
quarterbacks or running backs. Nebraska defensive lineman Ndamukong Suh has had a one-of-a-kind season: 12 sacks, including 41/2 Frogs have consistently been a 
SEE PLAYER ON PAGE 37 in the Big 12 championship game against Texas, and numerous national awards. SEE COACH ON PAGE 37 
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In aclose vote released Wednes- 


Chris Petersen and Texas’ Mack 


Patterson’s ninth season with 


